/ 


Mr. THOMAS CHUBB's 


bd 

= 

? 

a 

4 

=_ 
q 


OF ; 
SESUS CCHAESE 
Aſſerted and Vindicated. 


By GzoRGe WicuTwick, M. A. 


— — — — — — ͤ : — 


£0 FB UN 


ed for Jon x Noon, at the White Hart, near Mercer's 

opel in Cheap-fide ; Ion Osw A LD, at the Roſe and 

un in the Poultry, near the Manſian- bouſe; and 

urs BuckLanD, at the Buck in Pater-nofter- 
bw. MDCCXL.- {Price fl. ö 


1 


REMARKS 


ON , 
3 / 


RI GRT HonovRABLE 


Arthur Onſlot, Eſq; 
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HOUSE of COMMONS; 
And one of 


His MAJEST Y's 
MosT HonoURABLB 


PRIFY COUNCIE: 
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oon firm adherence. to 
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ral chriſtianity, and Your 
—readineſs on all proper oc- 
lions to vindicate it in this age of 
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.- DEDICATION. . 
infidelity, in which it is ſo openly 


attacked, encou raged me to addreſs | 
the following ſheets to -Your Ho- 
nour ; the ſubject and defign of 


which, will, I am-ſure, be agreeable 


to You, whatever blemiſhes and im- 


perfections Your great penetration 


and judgment may diſcover in the 


performance; under a becoming 


ſenſe of which I am relieved by 


Your known  candour and huma- | 


I NEED not mention Your fide- 
lity and affection to His Mag- 
STY's Perſon, Family, and Go- 
vernment ; Your inviolable regard 
and generous concern for civil and 
religious liberty; for which alſo 
many of Your worthy Anceſtors 
are ſo juſtly renowned; Your great 
abilities, which carly placed you 1 

44 * 


DE DICAT ION. 
the head of the Britiſb 


© honour and reputation; and Your 


aithful and diligent application of 
them, for the good of the public; 
"Wh exact knowledge of our laws 
and conſtitution; and elegant taſte 


cc polite life and literature ; and 
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the many other amiable qualities, 
by which You, are eminently di- 


ſinguiſhed ; theſe are univerſally 


known, acknowledged, and admir- 
ed; and to enlarge upon them, 
would offend that modeſty which 
ſheds a luſtre on Your other ac- 
compliſhments; and though You 
are as ſollicitous to ſhun applauſe, 
as to deſerve it, yet the world will 
be ſo juſt as to diſappoint You. 


ForGive, Sir, my Endeavour 


to preſerve this ſmall tract from ob- 
livion, 


1/h Senate, 
where You preſide with ſo much 


as - 
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livion, by affixing to it Your great 
Name, and accept of it, as an in- 


ſtance of the profound - veneration F 
and reſpect of 


YourR HonouR's 


Maſt faithful 


And moſt obedient 


Humble ſervant, 


George Wightwick. 
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TRUE GOSPEL, &. 


CH AP. 
Remarks on the Author's Preface. 


Je. UR Author ſays, “ * alas! There is 
; \ “ ſometimes great zeal pretended to be 
8 © ſhewn for chriſtianity, when there is 
juſt ground to preſume, that the true 
ES © goſpel of 7eſus Chriſt is leaſt at heart. 
Thi being ſometimes the caſe, as to the pretended 
advocates for chriſtianity, he would, no queſtion, 
have us be upon our guard, when we are reading 
his tract of the rue goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and not 
take all he ſays for pure goſpel upon truſt, and 
without a ſtrict and impartial examination. 
He ſuſpects, it ſeems, that ** he ſhall be deemed 
and repreſented as an unbeliever, and an enemy 
to that goſpel, which he has rendered defendable 
* upon — principles T.. But whether this 
Opinion concerning him is unjuf and ungenervus, 
% he ſays it is||, the reader will judge from an im- 
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[ 2 ] 
partial examination of what he has recommended 
to us as the true goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, 

He ſays indeed © I am ſenſible, the common 
F cry is, that it is not mens perceiving any difficul- 
e ties, Which attend the divinity of the chri/tian 
« revelation, but it is their e to their vices, which 
js the ground and cauſe of their infidelity ; tho 
* this is a preſumption, which (ſays our author) ! 
think does not appear to be well grounded.” But 
has not Jeſus Chriſt himſelf taught us this? This 15 


the condemnation, that light is come into the wurd, 


and men love darkneſs rather than light ; it follows, 
becauſe their deeds are evil: for every one a0ho dit 
evil, hateth the light, meither cometb to the light, | 
his deeds ſhould be reproved +. One great reaſon 
it ſeems of infidelity, or why men reject the goſpel 
of Chrift, is not becauſe they could plead 7gnorance, 
or inſuperable difficulties, which attended the divinity 
of the chriſtian revelation ; but becauſe they had 
nat 4oneſt minds, and were nat willing to part with 
their beloved luſts; becauſe they ſhut their eyes a- 
gainſt the light of divine truth, and obſtinately te- 
jected his moſt holy doctrine, merely becauſe it con- 
demned their vices ; they, on this account, hated 
and avoided that light, which if duely attended to, 
would have convinced them of the divine original 
of it, and have made them aſhamed of their vicious 
practices; and they withſtood the plaineſt and molt 
evident truths, rather than be perſwaded to reform 
their Lives. This is part of Chriſt's true doctrine, and 
the judgment our Lord himſelf made in this cole 
and is therefore, on our author's principles, as firm- 
ly to be believed, as any thing elſe he has tauglt 
us. 


p. g. hn xix. 20. 
p. 9. + John xix. 2 The 


[3] 
The great end of Chriſ's coming into the world, 
our author tells us *, © was to fave mens ſouls, . e. 
to prepare men for, and inſure to them the favour 
© of God, and their happineſs in another world; and 
to prevent them from bringing great and laſting 
« miſery upon themſelves.” Now how does he 
prove thus ? he adds, © ＋ that this is the truth of 
| © the caſe, is moſt evident from Chriſt's con declara= 
tions concerning this matter; and to prove it cites 
Matt. xvii. 11. For the Son of man is come to SAVE 
that which is It. Mark ix. 56. For the fon of man 
is not come to deflroy mens lives, but to SAVE them; 
John wi, 16, 17, and many other paſſages to this 
purpoſe ; now, ſays our author, from theſe and 
ſuch like declarations it is moſt evident and appa- 
rent not only, that men by their vices and wicked- 
* neſs, had rendered-themſelves unworthy of God's 
* favour, and had expoſed themſelves to his juſt 
* diſpleaſure; but alſo, that the great end and pro- 
* feffed defign, which Chrift came into the world 
* to-proſecute, was to procure their ſalvation,” If 
then Ghry/?'s declaration is a ſufficient proof in one 
caſe, why not in another? Is he not obliged, if he 
would be conſiſtent, to grant, that mens /ove to their 
wces is One ground or general reaſon of their infide- 
lity ? ſince to uſe his own words, © the truth of the 
* caſe is evident from Chrift's declarations in this 
% Matter ||.” And again, I beg my reader to ob. 
* ſerve, \that this is Chriſt's orm account of the mate 
ter; and therefore it may moſt ſafely be relied up- 
en 1.“ Since then Chr:/t has ſo expreſly declared 
bimſelf to this purpoſe, viz. that one general cauſe 
of mens infidelity is their /ve to their vices, our 
author is obliged, on his own principles, to believe 
"S&T. p. 1. + 1b. p. 2. B IB. p. 1. 1 15. p. 29. 
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it, and to retract his forementioned aſſertion, and to 
affirm with our bleſſed Saviour, that men's love to 
their vices is one ground, or general reaſon of their in- 


fidelity. Some perhaps will be apt to deem and re- 


preſent him as an unbeliever, and an enemy to the 
true goſpel of Feſus Chriſt ; but I would charitably 
hope, that it was through a defer? of memory *, that 
he has ſo plainly contradicted his own principles, 
and the true doctrine of Jeſus Chriſt. 

But to do our author juſtice, he talks more like 
one who has the ue goſpel of Feſus Chriſt at heart, 
when he ſays in his preface, page 12, and for which, 
I am ſure, all the advocates for chriſtianity muſt 
thank him: 7 beg leave to obſerve one thing, vis. 
« that the ſtarting a few difficulties is not a rational, 
« and therefore is not a ſufficient ground for ſetting 
* afide the chriſtian er any revelation, zf, vat it 
* offered in its favour, carries with it the greater 
<« and higher degree of probability. When any que- 
« ſtion admits of diſpute, common juſtice requires that 
de every thing ſhould be brought into the caſe, which 
te makes either for or againſt that queſtion ; and æubere- 
* ever upon a fair compariſon the greater and higher 
“degree of probability lies, that ought in reaſon t1 
&* determine for or againſt that queſtton.” Since then 
there is a much greater and higher degree of probats- 
lity, that our author is miſtaken as to the ground or 
general reaſon of mens infidelity, than our bleſſed 
Saviour; and ſince the words of Fefus Chriſt, as 
our author has taught us, may ſafely be relied ai, 
and wwe may be aſſured on good grounds he will not di- 
ceive us + ; and he founds his belief of the truth oi 


This, our author thinks, St. Matthew chargeable with in bis 
account of our Saviour's diſcourſe on divine providence, Vid. Hi 
diſſertation on providence, p. 215. 


+ Sect. I. Page 37. : 
? . | this 


31 


this propoſition, that the great end and profeſſed deſign 
of Chri/t's coming into the world was to ſave mens ſouls, 
on his authority and expreſs declarations to this pur- 
poſe, he is certainly obliged, on his own principles, 
and particularly by this excellent rule he has given 
us to decide any queſtion in diſpute, to believe, that 
| our Lord's account of this matter is %u, and may 

afely be relied on; and conſequently, if he would 
be conſiſtent with himſelf; he muſt aſſert with our 
Heſſed Saviour, that mens love to their vices is one 


not take it upon me to ſay, that no man can be ſin- 
cere, and yet not believe and imbrace the true goſpel 
of Feſus Chriſt ; or that there can be no poſſible in- 
ſtances of this nature, and that infidelity akvays pro- 
ceeds from vitious motives, and the influence of ir- 
regular paſſions ; becauſe _ minds may be under 
a falſe byas, and miſled by the prejudices they may 
have imbibed ; but I will venture to ſay, that one 
general ground or reaſon of mens infidelity; is their 
love to their vices. This our Saviour has plainly 
taught us ; and whether our author himſelf has not 
taught us the ſame doctrine, when he ſhews us, 
how it came to 
„ publiſhed to the world, it was not univerſally re- 
caved, the reader wilt be able to judge from his 
non words: © * As the world lay in wickedneſs, 
and men had contracted long habits of vice, ſo 
© this diſpoſed many to oppoſe every thing which 
„might give a check to their enjoyments, or that 
might introduce any uneaſineſs in their minds. 


Hi p til they could be prevailed on ſeriouſly to reflect 
upon and carefully attend to it; ſo fad expe- 


Page 123, 124, 125. We 
B 3 * rience 


ground or general reaſon of their infidelity. I will 


paſs, that when the goſpel was firſt 


And as the goſpel could not work upon men, un- 
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[6] 


perience ſhews how hard and difficult a thing it 


is to bring men, who have given a looſe to their 


appetites and paſſions, to reflect ſeriouſly on their 


conduct, or carefully attend to any thing which 


may be offered againſt it. Alaſs! to attempt to 


bring. ſuch men to ſerious refleCtion and conſidera- 


tion, is like attempting to bring a bear to the 


| ſtake, or putting a knife to a man's throat; and 


therefore too too many are apt to ſtart back, 


And as the goſpel, when carefully attended to, 


muſt greatly diſturb the minds of 2w7cked men, by 
repreſenting to them, as in a glaſs, the wileneſs of 
their behaviour, the ærerchedneſi of their condi- 
tion, and the dreadful conſequences which will un- 


| avoidably follow upon it, except their repentance 


and reformation prevent it: ſo it is no wonder 
that many of rem ſtopt their ears againſt it, and 
refuſed to hearken to that vozce which ſpake not 
goed concerning them but evil. And though the 
goſpel is excellently ſuited to reform vicious men; 
yet it does not do it by way of charm, but by no- 
ral feaſion : men mult reflect ſeriouſly upon the 
contents of it, and carefully attend to it, for other- 
ways it can have no effect and influence on thei 
minds and lives, which wicked men are not eaiily 


nor generally prevailed upon to do. So that when | 


we conſider, how hard and difficult a thing it 1s 
to bring vucious men to ſerious reflection, and how 
few there are who will be brought to it, it will 
not appcar Arange, that chriſtianity made no 
greater progreſs in the world than it did.“ Mens 


love to their vices is here, I think, aſſigned by our 
author as one ground or genere! reaſon of mens in- 
fidelity; or of their rejecting chriſtianity, or the 
geſſel, when it was firſt publiſhed to the world; 


and 


CY 


ind this is till, no queſtion, one great reaſon, why 
it is'not 20w more generally received, The com- 
mon cry then that mens love to their vices, is one 
ground or general reaſon of their infidelity, is <vell 
founded, for it generally holds true; and this our 
author muſt grant; if he will believe either Chr:/t 
or himſelf. 

It is a very juſt obſervation of our author, © that 
© thoſe — which have been Zlended with chri- 
« ſtianity, have laid a foundation for moſt of thoſe 
e difficulties and objections that have been urged 
« againſt it; theſe; he tells us, he has ſeparated 
from it . And if he had only done this, who 
would have blamed him ? but whether he has not 
ſeparated #00 much from the true goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, 
and defaced its native ſimplicity and beauty, and left 
us nothing but pure dez/m in the room of it, the im- 
partial reader will determine. 


„„ * a 1 * 
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Remarks on the author's ſummary account 
of chriſtian doctrine, as a our 


Lord himſelf. 


HE important truths (as our author +) 
which Chriſt has recommended to public 

** conſideration, may be ſummed up in the fol- 
8 _ lowing particulars. 


tc 
G 


* 1. He requires and recommends the conforming 
our minds and lives to that eternal and unalterable 
WE. Page 8, + Page 18. h 
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* rule of action, which is founded in the regſon of 
things (which rule is ſummarily contained in the 
« written word of God) and this he lays down as 
e the only ground of divine acceptance, and as that 
« which will entitle men to the favour of God, and 
«* the happineſs of another world; and —— 
&« ly this will prevent them from being greatly and 
« laſtingly miſerable. 


e II. If men have lived in a violation of this 
* righteous law, by which they have rendered 
«© themſelves highly diſpleaſing to God, and worthy 
<« of his reſentment; then Chriſt requires and recom- 
% mends repentance and reformation of their evil Wl : 
% ways, as the only and the ſure ground of the di- 
vine mercy and forgiveneſs. 


* And, III. In order to make thoſe truths n 
<«« have the greater impreſſion on the minds and n 
lives of men, he declares and aſſures them, that 

*© God has appointed a day in which he will judge Wl C 
the world in 7:ghteoujneſs, and that he will then Wan 
<«« either acquit or condemn, reward or puniſh them 
s according as they have or have not conformed their | 
** minds and lives to that rule of righteouſneſs be- 
e fore-mentioned ; and according as they have or 
* have not repented and amended their evil ways. 
* This is the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and this 1s 
« the way and metbod which Chri/t has taken, in 
order to ſave mens fouls.” | 


Now theſe propoſitions, which our author men- 
tions, as the ſum and ſubſtance of the true goſpel if 
Tefus Chriſt, as taught by our Lord himſelf, I ſhal 
diſtinctly conſider. 

| I. Chriſt 


[9] 


I. Chriſt requires and recommends a conformity 
of mind and life to that rule F action which is 
founded in the reaſon of things, and makes or de- 
cares that compliance to be the ſole ground of divine 
acceptance and the only way to life eternal; which 
propoſition includes in it theſe two : 


Firſt, That Chriſt requires and recommends con- 
formity of mind and life, to that eternal and unal- 
terable rule of action, which is founded in the reaſon 
of things. And, | 

Secondly, That our Saviour makes or declares that 
compliance to be the ſole ground of divine acceptance, 


and the to life eternal, I ſhall ſpeak briefly 
to each Gel | 


(1) ThatChr:/ requires and recommends a confor- 
mity of mind and life to that eternal and unalterable 
rule of action, which is founded in the reaſon of things. 

This we readily grant; for our author aſſerts 
Chriſt's miſſion from God, and exhorts us to truſt to, 
and rely upon his words; Let not therefore the 
Sinner truſt to, and rely upon the vain words of 
men, who like Rab/hakeh, the captain of the hoſt 
© of the king of Afyria, may and will deceive 
them; but let them truſt to, and rely upon the 
„ words of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who was ſent of 
5 W God, to be our guide and inſtruftor x; though 
e ſeems to be very doubtful of the truth of thoſe 
miraculous facts, which were the chief external 
roofs of the divinity of Chriſt's miſſion ; The 
n- F hiſtory (ſays he) of theſe facts, v1z. his turning 
water into wine, giving ſight to the blind, feet to 
all che lame, and life to the dead, oben cell atteſted, 


1 Page 37. | 
1s © may 


} 
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© may be offered as an evidence of the divinity of | 


* Chrift's miſſion +.” Surely our author muſt think 


that theſe facts were well arteſted, becauſe he has ex- 
preſly aſſerted, that Chri/? was ſent of God; and con- 
ſequently, if he would be confiſtent with himſelf, | 


he muſt believe the truth of the miraculous fads re- 
corded in the goſpel concerning him ; theſe being 
the principal external evidence of the truth of Chri/t's 


min; and "tis not to be ſuppoſed, that our inge- 
nious author would aſſert that Chriſt was ſent into | 


the world to jave mens fouls, and to be their guide ond 
inſtructor in the way to eternal life, without ſuffi- 
cient proof. And becauſe our Lord himſelf ap- 


pealed to fhe/e, as ſo many external progs of the di- 


vinity of his miſſion, whoſe words our author has 
exhorted us to truſt to, and rely upon ; and by 


whoſe authority he proves the truth of this propo- | 


fition, that the great end and profeſſed deſign of bis 
coming into the world was to fave mens fouls : muſt 


he not then conclude, if he would be conſiſtent, | 


that theſe miraculous facts were as well atteſted, as 
that the end of Chrif?'s coming into the avorld as 
to fave mens ſouls ? Nay, has he not the very 
fame evidence in both caſes, viz. the authority 
of Chriſt ? And muſt he not believe theſe fats 
and that they were really an zlliſtrious atteſtation to 
the truth of his divine miſſion ; beeauſe Chriſt him- 
{elf appealed to them as fuch, and has told us, (whoic 
words we may fafely truſt to, and rely upon) 5% 
works that I do they bear witneſs of me, that the Fi. 
ther has ſent me ||? Our author then, if he would 
be a con/otent chriſtian, muſt conclude, that 75% 
facts were well atteſted, and that they are clear 
proofs of the truth of his miſſion from God: what 


+ Page 44. || Join v. 36. Chap. x. 25. 
need 


[ 17 ] 

need then had our author to be fo very cautious in 
his expreſſions, © theſe facts, when ell atteſted, may 
i be offered as an argument of the divinity of Chriſt's 
nian? He knows theſe facts were «oell atteſted, 
and that, unleſs he has ſufficient evidence of this, 
he had but very little reaſon to aſſert, that Chriſt 
was ſent of God into the world to fave mens ſouls : 
cur author certainly knows his chriſtian 'principles 
ue well founded, and that he had no reaſon to 
ſuſpect the truth of them; and that he had as much 
evidence of the truth of theſe miraculous facts, as that 
the end and deſign of Chri/#'s coming into the world, 
was to fave mens fouls, He knows allo, that they 
may not only be offered as an argument of Chriſt's 
mon, but that they are really ſo, becauſe 7e/us 
Crift himſelf has ſaid ſo. Our author talks here of 
Griſts miracles, not very becoming one who is a 
profeſſed advocate for his true goſpel ; eſpecially 
when our Lord himſelf puts the proof of his divine 
mon upon them, and fo frequently appealed to 
them for this purpoſe. And when our author adds, 
that “ he ⁊oill not charge himſelf with the proof of the 
* forementioned facts *,” ſome will be apt to ſuſpect 
that he does not give much credit to them ; for 
though he ſays, © Chriſt turning water into wine, 
giving ſight to the blind, feet to the lame, and life 
to the dead, are facts which were proper to awaken 
* the attention of his hearers, and to give weight 
to his preaching and miniſtry+, yet it ſeems, if 
they had this effect, this was likely to be the caſe 
with the leſs conſidering part of our ſpecies, and 
” which are much the greater part of mankind|| ;” 
but J ſhall not farther inſiſt on this, becauſe I ſhall 


ave occaſion to ſpeak more largely on this ſubject, 


Page 52, + Page 44. Page 52. | 
In 
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in the progreſs of this diſcourſe ;) now though our 


author does not appear to me to believe the miracy- 


kous facts, which he muſt do upon his own princi- 
ples, becaufe our Lord himſelf puts the proof of 


his miſſion upon them, and appeals to them for this 


purpoſe in the forementioned place; and has taken 


away the principal external evidence of the truths 


of Chriſt's miſſion, yet he roundly aſſerts, that Ci 
was ſent of God to be our guide and inſtructor, and 10 


fave mens ſouls. 
But to return. We readily grant, I ſay, ** hat 


© Chriſt requires and recommends a conformity f 


© heart and life to that eternal and unalterable rule 
© of action, which is founded in the reaſon of things; 


for being ſent of God to be our guide and inſtructor, it | 
was impoſſible that God, who is the fountain of 


reaſon, ſhould make a revelation of his will by 


Jeſus Chriſt, or any other prophet, that ſhould con- 


tradict that eternal and unalterable rule of action, 
which is founded in the reaſon of things : one main 


branch then of the frue goſpel, or doctrine of Jes 


Chriſt, as ſent by God to be our guide and inſtructor, 
muſt be natural religion, or a republication of the law 
of nature; but does it follow, that becauſe Chri/t 
requires and recommends a conformity of mind and 
life 7o that eternal and unalterable rule of action, which 
is founded in the reaſon of things, or obedience to 
the natural law, that therefore he requires and te- 
commends nothing elſe ? Nothing but what is ſo 
founded in the reaſon of things, as to be diſcover- 
able by the bare uſe of our natural faculties ? Has 
not Chrift taught us many important doctrines and 
truths to be believed, which we have no notion of 
from the mere light of unaſſiſted nature? And is it 


not perfectly agreeable to the eternal and unalterablc 
nature 
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nature and reaſon of things, to believe all that He 

has taught us, who, we may be aſſured, will not decerve 

us, and who was ſent 4 God to be our guide to eternal 
a 


len? If then Chri/t has taught us ſuch truths, we 
ue, on our author's principles, as much obliged to 
believe them, and to comport with them, becauſe 
le was ſent by God to be our guide and inſtructor, in 
al things relating to the eternal ſalvation of men, 
5 to obey any precepts of the /aw of nature, If he 
hs taught us, that t vas the great end and profeſ- 
{d defign of his coming into the ꝛcorld to ſave mens 
fuls, muſt we not believe him, and does not our 
author profeſs to believe this, and largely prove it? 
Why ? becauſe Fefſus Chri/t himſelf has faid fo; he 
believes this on Chriſt's authority. He will not fay 
that this is a truth ſo founded in the reaſon of 
things, as to be diſcoverable by the principles of na- 
tural light, why then does he believe this as a part 
of the true goſpel of Chriſt ? And how is he conſi- 
ſtent with himſelf, in giving us ſuch a repreſenta- 
tion of the true goſpel of Chriſt in his ſummary 
account of it, in the forementioned 2 as 
contains only the doctrines of natural religion? And 
the whole ſcope of his book is to prove it : if he 
believes on Cbriſt's authority in this caſe, and as to a 
matter which reaſon could not poſſibly diſcover, 
why ſhould not our author pay as great a regard 
to it, in all the inſtances of it, and as to other truths, 
which reaſon could as little diſcover ? And yet out 
author takes this to be a part of the true goſpel of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and profeſſes to believe it, and cannot 
but believe it, on his own principles, becauſe our 
Lord himſelf has ſaid fo ; and yet how he can be- 
leve this, and be a conſiſtent chriſtian, when it is 
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not ſo diſcoverable, I profeſs, I cannot ſee eſpecial. 


ly when, according to his principles, if it is not dij: 


coverable by reaſon, then much leſs could it be diſcover. W 


ed by a divine revelation, as our author aſſerts con- 
cerning a future judgment *; and, if he would be 
conſiſtent, muſt aſſert the ſame with reference to 


any other truth, that regſan cannot diſcover. Should WM 


he not then, in giving us a repreſentation of he 7rye 
gofhel of Jeſus Ghrift, have plainly told us, that CH 
being a divine guide and inſtructor ſent from God, we 
are indiſpenſibly obliged to believe and comply with 
all the revelations of the divine will, as declared by 
him, whether what he teaches us is diſcoverable 
by reaſon, or whether we have only bis authority 
for it ? And that the ground of our acceptance with 
God, is be/teving and obeying all the revelations of his 
will, as delivered to ws by Teſus Chrift, whom he 
has ſent to be cur guide in the Wwey to eternal life ; 
and in a word, that we ought to ſubmit to the 
authority of Chriſt in all the inſtances of it ? 

Chrijt it ſeems may, according to our author, 
propoſe to us ſomething to be believed on his /overe:g! 
authority, for inſtance, o that the great deſign of bis 
ofpearing in the world, and of his delivering a divine 
revelation {0 it, was to fave mens fouls, He profeſles 
to believe this, and he muſt believe it, on Chriſt's au- 
thority ; for this important and comfortable truth 1s 
not ſo founded in the nature and reaſon of things 3s 
to be diſcoverable by the bare uſe of our rational 
faculties : and yet 'tis very obſervable, he does not 
make faith in Chriſt any part of the true goſpel in 
his ſummary account of it; for all that he here de- 
livers for the true gofþel of Feſus Chriſt, is no more 
than what regſon teaches us, unaſſiſted with revcla- 
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von. Our ingenious author ſeems here a little in- 
conſiſtent with himſelf, and would do well to re- 
concile his faith with his dci rine. 

Beſides, has not Jeſus Chriſt given us rules of 
wr/bip, which are not diſcoverable by the light of 
unafſiſted reaſon? Has not this divine teacher, ent 
from God to be our inſtructor and guide, taught us to 

y in his name? Thus alm xvi. 23, 24, 260, And 
iu that day (ſays our Saviour to his diſciples) ye ſhall 
iſ me nothing: verily, verily, I ſay unto you, whot- 
ſever ye fall aſ the Father in my name, he will 
give it you, J. d. When I am riſen from the dead, 
and aſcended unto heaven, and have ſent down 
from thence the paraclete or comforter, who ſhall 
* teach you all things, you ſhall have no need af 
* aſking me any more queſtions for reſolving your 
** doubts, as now you do: there will be no neceſſity 
* that I ſhould perſonally inſtruct you, as I have 
e e done, and frequently before, in the courſe 
* of my miniſtry, And I do aſſure you, that 
* the Father will grant your petitzons that are of- 
* tered up to him in my name. Verſe 24. Hitherto, 
8yTyoaTe 8dev lave ye aſked nothing in my name; 
eee, aſe, and ye ſhall receive, that your jay may 
be fall.“ g. d. Hitherto ye have not prayed to the 
Father for any thing in my name: from hence- 
* forward put up your petitions in my name, or (as 
Dr. Whitby paraphraſes it) hitherto you have e 
nothing in my name, as mediator betwiæxt God 


* That £POTHOETS, which is the former part of this verſe, is tranſ- 
lated, ye fall aul, ſignifies asking by way of exquiry, into the mean- 
ing of our Saviour's words, is plain from verſe 19. Jeſus knew that 


| they were deſirous, hea) dv dilſo, to ack bim, i. e. the meaning of his 


words. As alſo from our Saviour's changing the word in the latter 


| Part of it, where it is, J /d dy air, whatever ye Sl a, 


ar pray the Father in my name. Vide Hamme in lic. 


and 
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* and man, and with reſpe&t to my metits ; do 
* this after my death and interceſſion at the right 


* hand of God, and ye ſhall receive ſuch anſwers Wl 
de as will fill you with joy.” Verſe 26. At that | 
day ælrijcebe, ye ſhall aff in my name; and I ſay nt 
unto you, that I will pray the Father for you. 9. d. 
« At that time ye ſhall with all aſſurance 


« pray to my Father in my name for what ye 
« want : and I need not tell you that I will inter- 
* ceed with him on your behalf.” 


Has he not enjoined Baptiſin and the Lord's $up- | 


„as a ſolemn commemoration of his death? And 
does not our author own, that Chriſt has inſtituted 
* both theſe ordinances? And is he not upon his 
own principles as much obliged to believe 
Chriſt, when he is giving us rules of worſhip, 
as when he teaches us the great truths of 
natural religion, or that the great end of his con- 


ing into the world was to ſave mens ſouls? Is he 


not on his own principles as truly obliged to pray 


in Chriſt's name, to be baptized, and to obey this 


dying command of his, do his in remembrance 
me, as to obſerve any one precept of the late of nature, 
any thing that he has taught us in his excellent ſer- 
mon on the mount? And is it not founded in the 
eternal and unalterable nature and reaſon of things, 
that weſhould carefully obſerve all his precepts, who 
was ſent by God, to be our inſtructor and guide in the 
way to eternal life, and who has therefore a commil- 
fion from him to give laws to his church, whether na- 
tural or poſitive, by virtue of his ſovereign authority; 
and to teach us how God is to be worſhipped by us, 
and how we may approach him with acceptance in 
all the ſolemn acts of religion we perform, 
page 71, 72. 


From 


n 
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F rom what has been ſaid, it is plain, our au- 
thor's account of the true goſpel of Feſizs Chrij? 
is very imperfect; what he has given us under this, 


and the following heads; is but a part, tho' I =; 


low a very conſiderable part of it; it is only chri- 


ſtianity as old as the creation: and his vindication of 


the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, if he is conſiſtent, 
robs us of all the peculiarities of the chr: _ in- 
ſtitutian. And I may believe that Jeſus Chriſt re- 
quires and recommends a conformity of mind and 
life to that rule of action which is founded in the 
reaſon of things, and that he lays down this as the 
ſole ground of my acceptance with God, and yet be 
no chriſtian, on our author's principles, “ becauſe 
* ® to believe in, and to ſubmit to be governed by 
* the laws of Chriſt, is what, and what alone 

* conſtitutes a chriſtian ; and it is this which con- 
tracts the relation betwixt Chriſt and his people. 
* Whoever therefore believes in, and ſubmits to be 
governed by the laws of Chriſt, by this he be- 


* comes a chriſtian, or a member of the body of 


© Ghriſt ; and he is more or leſs a chriſtian, or ra- 
" © ther, he is a better or worſer chriſtian, as he 

more or leſs ſubmits himſelf to be governed by 
* Chriſt's laws: and when he throws up all ſub- 
y „ jection to the laws of Chriſt, and refuſes to be 

e governed by them, he then ceaſes to be a chri- 
ſtian, ora member of the body of Chr:/t, let 
e his profeſſions and intentions be what they will.” 
When our author aſſerts, flat it is believing in, and 
** ſubmitting to be governed by the laws of Chriſt, that 
"* alone conſtitutes a chriſtian,” he muſt mean the 
ſubmitting to be governed by all the laws of Chriſt, 
without limitation or reſerve, whom he ſtiles our 
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18 
guide and inſtructor; for ſurely he will not aſſert, 
that picking and chooſing what laws of Chri/t we 
pleaſe, and rejecting the reſt, is har believing in, 
and ſuhmitting to be governed by the latos of Chriſt, 
which alone conſtitutes a Chriſtian. 
Add to this, that if to believe in, and ſubmit 10 
be governed by the laws of Chriſt, in our au- 
thor's ſenſe, and as he has explained them, is that 
which alone conſtitutes us chriſtians, J cannot ſee but 
we may be good Chriſtians, without believing one | 
word of the divinity of Chriſt's miffion, or any of 
the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing doctrines of chriſtia- | 
nity he has taught us, or ſubmitting to any of his 
Poſitive inſtitutions ; which, give me leave to ob- 
ſerve, are deſigned to raiſe us to higher degrees of 
virtue and holineſs : For tho' he makes uſe of the 
e, of believing in, and ſubmitting to be govern- 
ed by the laws of Chriſt ; yet he means no more by 
it, (as the attentive reader will obſerve) than be- 
lreving in, and ſubmitting to be governed by the la 
of reaſon ; or acting in conformity to that eternal and 
unalterable rule of action, which is founded in the 
reaſon of things; as ſufficiently appears from the 
whole of his reaſoning on this head. If indeed 
our author had faid, that 79 believe in Chriſt, and 
to ſubmit to be governed by all his laws as ſuch, and 
without reſerve, and as inforced by his authority, ſo 
as to obey them fancerely in the courſe of our lives, 
is that tchich alone conſtitutes us chriſtians *, he had 
faid very right; but tis obſervable he does not ſay 
this, but only, that to believe in, and ſubmit to be 
governed by the laws of Chriſt, is that which alone 
conſtitutes à chriſtian. And if his mec ning is, that 
if doe believe in the laws of Chriſt before mentioned, 


diz. that le Fequires and recommends the governing 
Gur 
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eur minds and lives by that eternal and unalterable 
rule of action which is founded in the reaſon of things; 
repentance and reformation, in caſe of the violation 
of this righteous law; and ſubmit to be governed by 
theſe laren of Chriſt, from the conſideration of a fu- 
ture judgment ; this alone is ſufficient, and all that 
is neceflary to conſtitute us chriſtians ; I muſt differ 
from him, and beg leave to inſiſt on it, that to 
believe the drvinity of Chriſt's miſſion, and all the 
doctrines he hath taught us, and to ſubmit to be 
governed by all his laws, both natural and poſitive, 
from a becoming regard to his authority as our lau- 
| giver and guide to eternal life, is indiſpenſibly re- 
quired of us as chriſtians. And if inſtead of ſay- 
ing, that to believe in, and ſubmit to be governed by 
the laws of Chriſt, (which is a phraſe very apt to 
miſlead his readers, and which ſome will be ready 
to think was made uſe of to ſave appearances, and 
to deceive them) is that which alone conſtitutes a 
chriſtian, he had ſaid, that to believe in, and fub- 
mit to be governed by the dictates, or law of reaſon, 
is that which conſtitutes us chriſtians, (which would 
have been perfectly agrecable to the whole ſcope of 
his reaſoning; for by the laws of Chriſt he means 
no more, than acting in conformity to that rule of 
action which is founded in the reaſon of things, 
and which he tells us was that true goſpel of Feſus 
Chriſt, which he was ſent to preach to the world) 
his meaning would certainly have been much more 
obvious and intelligible, and leſs liable to be miſta- 
ken, We ſhould have much better underſtood 
bis notions of chriſtianity, or the nature of that 
goſpel, which he tells us he has rendered defendable 
upon rational principles; tho' upon hs principles, as 
he has explained them, we ſhall find it very dif- 

* ficult 
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and goodneſs, or obedience to the natural law, t 


Chrift taught us nothing as to the method of our ac 
ceptance and eternal ſalvation, but obedience to it! 


of chriſtians, for this purpoſe ? And has not Crit 


that rule of action which f is founded in the reaſon of 


mit to be governed by all Hit laws, who was (as ou 
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fcult to diſtinguiſh between @ virtuous deift, and a 
rd Chriſtian, of to define theſe very different and 
oppoſite characters, ſo as not to confound them, 
I ſhall only obſerve that the phraſe of believing in 
the latos of Chrift, is very extraordinary, and peculiar 
to our author. He had, no queſtion, a reaſon for 
making uſe of it ; what this was I ſhall not preſume 


to determine. 


(2.) He aſſerts that our Saviour makes and de- 
clares that compliance with the foreſaid rule of ac- 
ion founded in the reaſon of things, to be the ſole 
grvund of divine acceptance, and the only tvay to life 

rrernal. 


This, I grant, Chr:/? requires and recommends, in 
order to our acceptance with God ; but will our 
author aſſert upon cool reflection, that the acting 
agreeable to this rule of action, or obeying the ο 
of nature, is the fole ground of our acceptance, and | 
tbe only way ro eternal life ? Unleis by complying 
with 7hat tak of action which ir founded in the reaſm 
of things, he includes believing and comporting with 
all the intimations of the divine will however reveal- 
ed. Without this practice of univerſal rightcouſncl 


impoſſible to be accepted of God; but has ſis 


Is not faith in him, as the promiſed Meſſiah, required 
as plainly taught us this, as to act in conformity to 


things? Is it not acting in conformity to the natur? 
and reaſon of things, to believe in him, and t ſub 


auth 


= 
author allows) ent by God to be our inſtruttor and 
guide, and to deliver a divine revelation *, in order 
to ſave mens ſouls ? Our author was well aware of 
this, and therefore he explains away the force of 
theſe Expreſſions, Except ye be believe that I am He, 


ye ſhall die in your on: He that believeth on me hath 


everlaſting life; he that believeth, and is baptized, 
ſhall be Javed; and he that believeth not, ſhall he 
damned, Where, (ſays our author) ** by believing, 
«it is evident, that Chriſt did not, neither could he 
mean a bare afſent to the truth of this propoſition, 
« 12, that Feſus is the Chriſt; but he means by it, 
* the attending to that meſſage which he was ſent to 
deliver to the world, and the governing our minds 
*and lives according to it. To believe in Chriſt, 
* is the ſame as to believe the goſpel, or the good 
news which Chr:/t proclaimed to the world, and 
both imply ſuch a ſerious regard and well ground- 
*ed perſuaſion of their truth as becomes a princi- 
8 i of action in the believer, and rightly directs 
* his mind and life, Whoſoever in this ſenſe be- 
* lieves in Chriſt, or believes the goſpel, that is, is 
* thereby wrought upon to become a virtuous and 
* good man, ſuch a one will be ſaved, or have ever- 
* lafting life. And whoſoever in this ſenſe does 
* not believe, that is, does not become a virtuous 
* and good man, but goes on in a vicious and wick- 
ed courſe of life, ſuch a one will die in his ſins, 
or be damned, It is the doing, or not doing what 
* Chriſt requires, which is the ground of our ſafe- 
" ty or miſcarriage; and this is the teſt by which 
we hall be tried, according to Ghri/?'s own ac- 
** count of this matter.” 
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T grant our Saviour, by believing in him, does 


not mean fruitleſs and ineffectual faith, but ſuch a 
faith as is practical and influential on the heart and 


life, and a principle of fincere obedrence to all the 
laws of Chri/t ; but muſt we not, according 0 9 
Lord's own account of this matter, believe his divin: 


- miſſion? That he is the promiſed Meſſiah, the MW 
Son of God, and the Saviour of the world, the 


great prophet and teacher of his church, ſent by God 
to be our guide and inſtrufor, ſo as to hearken to all 
his inſtructions; to be our governor, ſo as to ſub- 
mit to be governed by all his laws, whether natural 
er fpofitrve ? Are we not to believe that he is our re- 
deemer, and that, as he himſelf has aſſured us *, fle 
new teſtament, or covenant, which contains the ground 
of our acceptance with God, is founded in hi; 
bleed ; and that this was ſhed for the remiſſion of 

7s ? When therefore our Saviour aſſerts, he flat 
believeth, and is baptized, ſhall be ſaved, and he that 
believeth not, ſhall be damned, Mark xvi. 16. He 
that believeth on him is not condemned ; but he that 
believeth not is condemned already, becauſe he hath nt 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God, 
John ui. 18. And again, He that believeth on the | 
Son hath everlaſting life; and he that believeth not the 
Son ſhall not ſee life, but the xwrath of God ab:deth on 
him, John ui. 26. He gives us a plain account of 
the conditions upon which mens everlaſting ſtate wil 
depend. g. d. Whoever ſo believes in the Son of God 
tas to embrace his heavenly doctrine, and ſincere- 
* ly obey his laws, ſhall eſcape the puniſhment af 
** fin, and obtain the reward of everlaſting life; but 
*© whoſoever cb/tinately refuſes to accept of him for 
** their Saviour, on the terms of the goſpel covenant, 


® £atth. xxvi. 28, 


ce and 
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* and wrlfully rejects the gracious Offers of Mercy 
* and Salvation through him, ſhall fall under the 
* final and eternal wrath of God,” Our Saviour 
does not mean @ bare aſſent to the truth of this 
propoſition, that be is the Chriſt ; but as our author 
well expreſſes it, attending to the meſſage he brought. 
I add, in all the parts of it, and comporting with 
all the revelations of the divine will, as publiſhed and 
declared by him; and whoever thus believes in Chriſt, 
that is, fo as to become a virtuous and good man, 
ſtall be ſaved ; becauſe he that believes in our Lord's 
ſenſe, will believe in him ſo as to be governed by 41 
his laws without reſerve. And none but thoſe who 
ſincerely thus obey him, (if favoured with the chri- 
ſtan revelation) can warrantably hope to be ſaved 
by him. If our author means, tho' he artfully 
makes uſe of the phraſe of beleving in Chriſt, and 
believing the goſpel, living only agreeably to the lato 
of nature, or that rule of action which is founded in 
the reaſon of things; and that tho' a perſon wilful- 
ly rejects chriſtianity, yet if he lives in the main 
agreeably to the precepts of natural religion, and 
in this ſenſe becomes à good and virtuous man, 

ſhall be eternally ſaved, or obtain the chriſtian ſal- 
vation and happineſs ; this is more than he knows, 
and is what our divine inſtructor has no where 
taught us. If we conſider eur Lord's own ac- 
count of this matter, who, we may be aſſured, will 
not deceiue us in this, or in any other particular, 
and what he himſelf has ſaid of thoſe that c 
ly and ob/tinately reject him, this will be perhaps 
much more difficult to prove than our ingenious 
author may imagine. He adds, But the doing, or 
not doing what Chriſt requires, is the ground of 
our ſafety or miſcarriage ;” or, if he pleaſes, the 
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hing, or not ding all that Chriſt requires, and ir, 
the manner he has preſcribed. 
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Remarks on our author” s reaſoning from 
Matt. x1x. 16. 


i UR Lord *, ſays he, makes the caſe ſtill 
& plainer, if ſuch a thing can be, in anſwer 
“to the man's queſtion, Matt. xix. 16. What good | 
% thing ſhall I do, that I may bave eternal life ? This 

«© wasa plain and a fair queſtion, a queſtion of the laſt } 

*© importance, and which called for a plain, a full, 

te and a ſerious anſwer ; and which Chri/ was ob. 

* liged (if he would anſwer his character as a ſafe 
* guide to life eternal) to anſwer accordingly. And 
ha = anfwer which Chriſt returned to this impor- 
be ueſtion was, / thou vit enter into life, 
be 25 ra: commandments, verſe 17. and I think it 
« may fairly and juſtly be preſumed, that this an- 
„ ſwer was as plain and full as the caſe required; 
** and conſequently that the only ground of divine 
acceptance, or that which renders men pleaſing 
* and acceptable to God, and which ſecures to 
** them the happineſs of another world, 7s keeping 
« the commandments, But then the queſtion will 
* return, what Chriſt meant by the commandments! 
« And the anſwer is evident; vis. he meant that 
« law or rule of action which is founded in the 
** reaſon of things, and which is ſummarily con- 
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"tained in the fen commandments; from whence he 
* infers +, that it is moſt evident, that by the 
* commandments, Chri/t meant the moral law, 
or that rule of action which is founded in the 
© reaſon of things; and which therefore every ra- 
tional being ought to direct his behaviour by; and 
* whoever makes this law the meafure of his ac- 
tions, ſhall have everlaſting life.“ 

Our Saviour anſwered the character of a fafe 
wide to eternal life, when he told this young man 
lle firſt thing that was abſolutely neceſſary to his 
obtaining it; namely, ſincere obedience to the law 
of nature. Thus far he was, no queſtion, a ſafe 
gude to eternal life. And tis highly reaſonable to 
think, that he would have farther explained to him 
WHT the method of acceptance and ſalvation, had he 
obeyed that particular precept of his, 77 leave all 
ad follow him ; and that he would have told him, 
ef the neceſſity of repentance, for the remiſſion of 
| Wins; and of jazth in him, who was come 7o ſeek 
ga to ſave that which was loſt; that he was to 
, Woe bis life a ranſom for many; his fleſh for the life 
t / the world; and fo ſhed bis blood for the remiſſan 
%%: becauſe this was the doctrine he taught in 
the courſe of his miniſtry ; and being ſent of God 
to ſave mens ſouls, he would, no queſtion have as 
uy inſtructed this young man, if fincere, in his own 
time and way, in the method of ſalvation, as he in- 
1s Wiructed orhert, or elſe he would not have anſwered 
ll bis divine miſſion. 

Is not repentance in caſe of the violation of the 
ternal and immutable law of nature, abſolutely ne- 
eſſary to divine acceptance and eternal life ; and 


not this an eſſential branch of the true goſpel of 
＋ Page 28. 
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Jeſus Chriſt by our author's confeſſion ? And yet 
tis obſervable, our Saviour did not tell the young 
man of this, which was as neceſſary to divine ac- 
ceptance and eternal life, as obedience to any other | 

ecept of the natural law ; may I not therefore az 
juſtly infer, that it may be 222 that this anſwer 
aas as plain and full as the caſe required, and con- 
ſequently that there is no need of repentance, and 
that this is no part of the true goſpel of Yeſis | 
Chriſt, and that therefore our author's ſecond pro- 
poſition concerning it, may very well be ſpared, 
and is altogether needleſs? He cannot then juſtly 
infer from this anſwer of our bleſſed Saviour *, 
that conſequently the only ground of divine acceptance, | 
or that which renders men pleaſing or acceptable 
to God, and which ſecures to them the happinels 
of another world, zs keeping the commandments, or 
obedience to the la of nature, excluſive of obe- 
dience to any other revelation of his will, he {hall 
pleaſe to afford us. No chriſtian will indeed aſſen 
that keeping the commandments is not, through 
Chriſt, the ground of divine acceptance and reward; 
and that which renders men pleaſing and acceptable 
to God, and ſecures to them the happineſs of an- 
other life; if by keeping the commandments 5 
meant obeying all his laws, and paying an indiſct- 
minate regard to his authority, in a the inſtances 
of it; and ſubmitting to be governed by every in- 
timation of his will, however revealed, Keepin; 
the commandments of God in the utmoſt extent and 
latitude of the phraſe, includes in it believing i 
Chriſt, and obeying his laws, without limitation c 
reſerve : all then that can be fairly inferred fro 
this anſwer of our Saviour to the young man , 
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that ſincere obedience to the law of nature, is one 
thing abſolutely neceſſary to our acceptance with 


God, and, to our obtaining the glorious reward of 
ending is : but does it follow, that becauſe 


acceptance and eternal ſalvation, to this young man, 
that therefore the only ground of divine acceptance, 
* or that which renders men pleaſing and accept- 
able to God, and which ſecures to them the 
* happineſs of another life, is keeping the command- 
* ments,” in our author's ſenſe ; that is, living in 
obedience to the moral or natural law, excluſrve of 
any other revelation of the vill of God, he ſhall 
pleaſe to afford us? Had we paid a perfect and 
ſinleſs obedience to the natural law, this could not 
have been the /o/e ground of our acceptance, and 
ſecured to us the happineſs of another world, , 
God has favoured us with an external revelation 
of his will ; becauſe, if he has (as is the caſe, our 
author being judge, for he aſſerts, that Chri/t was 
ſent by God to be our guide and inſtructor) we are 
as much obliged to believe it, on proper evidence, 
and to comport with it, as to act agreeably to truth, 
or that rule of action, which is founded on the 
reaſon of things ; nay, 'tis founded in the nature 
and reaſon of things, as I have had occaſion to ob- 
ſerve, to believe, and comport with ſuch a revelation, 
which our author would do well to conſider. 

But farther, tis plain that obedience to the l 
of nature, is not here required by our Lord, as the 
ſole ground of divine acceptance, and as that which 
vll. alone ſecure to men the happineſs of another 
life , for when the young man asked him, // but 


If they are favoured with the ſupernatural diſcoveries of the 
divine will, ; 
lack 


our Lord did not more fully explain the method of 
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lack I yet? our Lord immediately replied, I thou 
deut be perfect, go and ſell that thou haſt, and come | 
follow me. From whence it is abundantly evident, that 
ſomething more, according to our Saviour's 0wn ac- 
oount of this matter, was neceſſary to his obtaining 
eternal life, than bare obedience to the natural law; 
why elſe did our Saviour bid him follow him, or be. 
come his difciple ? And why ſhould our author ſup- 
preſs this farther anſwer of our Lord, unleſs it was 
the more effectually to puzzle and confound his un- 
attentive readers? Would it not have been much 
more for our author's reputation, to have fairly re- 
preſented the 2obole converſation that paſſed between 
our Saviour and this young man, than to have given 
us a piece of it, and ſo much of it only as ſerved his 
turn, and to drop what might have cleared the dit- 
ficulty, and ſcattered the miſt he had raiſed to ob- 
{cure the truth? Is this conſiſtent with the ſimpli- 
city of that goſpel he has undertaken to defend, or 
with that ſerious regard to a future judgment and 
retribution he ſo earneſtly recommends to his 
examiners ? Had the whole converſation been fair- 
ly repreſented, the inference from it muſt have 
been, that fincere obedierice to the natural law, and 
the becoming Chriſt's true diſciples, is abſolute!y 
neceſſary to recommend men to the favour of God, 
F and to entitle them to the happineſs of the lite to 
| | come, provided they are bleſſed with the chriſtian 
| revelation; and this, which is our Saviour's anſwer, 
in other words, we may preſume, was as plain and 
Full as the caſe required; and had the young man take! 
our Saviour's advice, he would, no queſtion, have 
been more particularly inſtructed in the method ot 
acceptance, and of obtaining eternal life. 


/ I ſhall 


291 

I ſhall only add under this head, that if our au- 
thor's reaſoning is juſt, we have nothing to do with 
the duties of the firſt table * ; for Feſus ſaid, Thou 

It do no murder, thou ſhalt not commit adultery, 
thou ſhalt not bear falſe witneſs; honour thy father 
and thy mother, and thou fhalt love thy neighbour as 
thyſelf. And thus in all the parallel places the du- 
ties of the ſecond table only are mentioned, may 
] not therefore as juſtly argue, that the young man's 
queſtzon was a plain and fair one, and-called for a 
plain, and full, and ſerious anſwer ; but our Savi- 
our, in his anſwer to him, mentioned only the 
duties of the ſecond table, and therefore we are no 
ways concerned with the duties of the firſt; and 
conſequently the only ground of divine acceptance, 
and that which ſecures to them the happineſs of 
another world, is obſerving only the following pre- 
cepts of the natural law, thou ſhalt do no murder, 
thou ſhalt not commit adultery, thou ſhalt not ſteal, 
&, If it be urged, that this anſwer is not as plain 
and full as the caſe required; I reply with our au- 
thor, then Chriſt would not have anſivered his cha- 
rafter, be would not have been true to his truſt ; but 
this 1s not to be admitted, 
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Remarks on the author's reaſoning {rom 
Luke x. 25, 26, 27, 28. 
UR author draws the ſame conclufion from 
our Lord's anſwer to the -lawyer's queſtion, 
Luke x. 25, 26, 27, 28. © And behold a certain 
lawyer ſtood up, and tempted bim, ſaying, Ma- 
« fter, What ſhall I do to inherit eternal life? He, 
« (vis. Chriſt) ſaid unto him, What is written in 
« thelaw? How readeſt thou? And he, (the man) 
e anfwering, ſaid, Thou ſhalt love the Lord thy G 
e with all thy heart, and with all thy Soul, and with | 
* all thy mind, and thy neighbour as thyſelf : and he, 
% (viz. Chriſt) ſaid unto him, Thou haſt anſwered 
« right, do this, and live. Here again, ſays our 
author, we ſee Chriſt declared that the way to 
« eternal life, or the true grounds of acceptance, is 
© to keep the commandments, by loving God and 
our neighbour ; which is nothing elſe, but the 
* conforming our minds and lives to that rule a 
„ action which is founded in the reaſon of things, 
And as the queſtions which were put to him 
e were of the higheſt importance to mankind, diz. 
hat men ſhould do, that they may obtain eter- 
<« nal life? And as he was ſent into the world on 
e purpoſe that he might be a fafe guide to men in 
© this very affair, ſo if he had not given a fall and 
* true anſwer to theſe queſtions, if he had not 
<* plainly declared 2// that was neceſſary for men to 
* know and do in order to obtain eternal life, then 


« he would not have been true to his truſt, he 
| $6 would 
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« would not have anſwered his character ; but this 
js not to be ſuppoſed ; and therefore we may de- 
« pend upon it, that the Aeeping the commandments, 
or the governing our minds and lives by that rule 
of action which is founded on the reaſon of things, 
« will moſt certainly render us pleaſing and ac- 
ceptable to God, and ſecure to us the happineſs of 
! © another world.” 

In anſwer to this, it will be proper to obſerve, 


i I. That this lawyer did not come to our bleſſed 
Wiour with an honeſt intention to be inſtructed by 
1 tim, but only to fempt him, as the evangeliſt aſſerts; 
F i.. either to try his ſkill, or whether he taught any 
id Wh thing contrary to the law, that he might have a 
1h WH handle againſt him. 


od II. That our Saviour, in his reply to his que- 
r ſion, takes care (his time not being yet come) 
to dot to give him the leaſt advantage againſt him, but 
is Wl aid, bat is written in the law, how readeſt thou? 


he III. That upon the lawyer's reciting the ſumma- 
of W of the law, conſiſting in the Ive of God and 
os, / neighbour, our Saviour tells him, that he had 
im Wl anſwered right; 7. e. this was really the ſum and 


12. ſubſtance of it, and added, Do this and live. 
n IV. That the deſign of our bleſſed Saviour in 


an chis anſwer, was to convince the lawyer of the im- 
and perfection of his obedience to the natural law, and 
particularly to that branch of it which related to his 
neighbour ; for it ſeems his charity was not exten- 
ve enough, and that he confined it, (as plainly 
appears from our Saviour's anſwer to the queſtion, 
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Who is my neighbour? verſe 29.) to thoſe that dwelt 
near him of the ſame nation, religion, or ject ; theſe 
only were in the lawyer's ſenſe his neighbours; 
whereas, all thoſe were his nezghbours within the in- 
tent and meaning of the law, (as our Saviour ſhews 
in the following parable) who ftood in need of his 
relief or aſſiſtance, even tho ſtrangers to him; 
and that his benevolence and . ought to be 
unlimited, and extend to all manlind; and conſe- 
quently, that he was very defective in his obedience 
to this branch of the /aw of nature, 

This being premiſed, I ſhall now conſider our 
author's reaſoning from our Saviour's anſwer, Do this 
and live, to the lawyer's gueſtion, I hat ſhall I d 
to inberit eternal life? © If, ſays our author, he had 
not given a ul and true anſwer, if he had not 
e plainly declared all that was neceſſary for men to 
2 = and do, in order to obtain eternal life, he 
* would not have anſwered his character, he would 
not have been true to his truſt,” 

The anſwer our Saviour gave to the lawyer's 
queſtion was true, and full enough to convince him 
of the imperfection of his obedience to the natura 
{aw ; which, as I hinted; was what our bleſſed Savi- 
our chiefly intended by it. And our author confounds 
our Saviour's not giving a faul anfiver to this lawyers 
queſtion, and makes this the very ſame with not 
plainly declaring all that was neceſſary for men to 
know and do, in order to obtain eternal life: he 
might not do the former, and yet plainly enough 
declare, in the cour/e, of bis miniſtry, to all ſincete 
enquirers, every thing that was neceſſary for them to 
know and do, in order to their obtaining eternal life 
if he had not done this in his on time and way, he 
would not have been true to his truft, be would nt 


have 


f v+ 1 


have anfivered his charafer ; or if he had not 


given him @ true anſwer, or would not, in his own 
time and way, have given him à full one: nay, he 
might have perfectly anſwered the general character 
of ſure guide to eternal life, if he had given 30 
anſwer at all to this captious queſtion ; for" the 
lawyer not coming to him with an honeſt intention 
to karn, but to try his ſkill, or perhaps to cavil at 
his doctrine, he deſerved none. 

Add to this, that our Saviour plainly and fully 
inſtructed a// that came to him with an honeſt in- 
tention to learn the true way to eternal life, which 
ſufficiently vindicates his character of a ſure guide 
10 eternal life, tho' he did not think fit to give 
this lawyer any other anſwer to his queſtion : ſo far 
then is it from being true, that it was neceſſary our 
Lird ſhould give a full anſiver to the lawyer's que- 
ſtion, in order ta ſupport his character of a ture 
guide to eternal life, that he might, very conſiſtent- 
ly with it, have given him no anſwer at all, or ſe- 
verely reprimanded him for his infincerity ; our au- 
thor's inference then from this anſwer of our Sa- 
viour to the lawyer is not juſt “; © therefore we 
* may depend upon it, that the keeping the com- 
mandments of God, or the governing our minds 
and lives by that rule of action which is founded 


* 
** 


der us pleaſing and acceptable to God, and ſe- 
cure to us the favour of God, and the happineſs 
e of another world.” For it does not follow, that 
becauſe our Saviour gave this anſwer to the lawyer, 
that therefore obedience to the natural law is all that 
required in the chriſtian inſtitution to render men, 
Who are favoured with it, pleaſing and acceptable 
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on the reaſon of things, will moſt certainly ren- 
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to God, to qualify them for his acceptance and fi. 
vour, and the happineſs of the life to come; or 
that nothing is required of chriſtians, in order to 
their acceptance and eternal ſalvation, but what iz 
ſo founded in the reaſon of things, as to be diſco- 
verable by the mere ligbt of nature; and this cannot 
be juſtly inferred, as I have proved from our Savi- 
our's anſwer to the lawyer's queſtion, And, give 
me leave here to remind our author, that nothing 
is required of chriſtians but what is highly reafona- 
ble, it being perfectly agreeable to the eternal rea- 
ſon and fitneſs of things, to believe in him 0/9 was 


ſent by Gad to be our guide and inſtructor in the way | 
to eternal life, and who was able to produce ſuch 


amazing credentials of his miſſion from God, and 
40 obſerve all things whatſoever he has commanded us. 

Add to this, that keeping the commandments, or 
obeying the precepts of the law of nature, cannot 
render us truly pleaſing and acceptable to God, e- 
ven tho' we had obeyed them perfectiy, and never 
in any one inſtance violated them; but only on Ti 
fuppoſitron, that God has made no other revelation 


of his will to mankind, but what was fo founded 


in reaſon, as to be diſcoverable by the mere light 
of it. If he has made an external revelation of his 
will, we are as much obliged, upon proper evi- 
dence, to receive it, and act agreeably to it, as to 
obey the precepts of the natural lau, it being acting 
agreeably to the eternal and immutable nature and 
reaſon of things, to believe and comport with 40 
the diſcoveries of the divine will, whether natural 
or ſupernatural; and ſince, by our author's con- 
e feſſion, Jeſus Chriſt was ſent by God to be our 
e guide and inſtruclor in the way to eternal life, 


and we may ſafely truſt to, and rely upon his 
& Word, 


111 


= Words, who, we may be aſſured, will not de- 
ceive us. Is he not indiſpenſibly obliged, upon 
his own principles, to obſerve all things whatſoe- 
ver he has taught and commanded, whether what 
he enjoins is diſcoverable by natural ligbt, or what 
cannot be known but by ſapernatural revelation ? 
And to aſſert, that obedience to the divine authority 
of Chriſt in both theſe inſtances of it, is indiſpenſibly 
required of cbriſtians, in order to their obtaining 
the favour of God, and the happineſs of the life to 
come ? | 
Our author in what immediately follows, * tell. 
us, © That Chriſt did not point out to men a new 
* way to God's favour and eternal life ; but on the 
* contrary, recommended that good ol way, which 
* always was, and always will be the true way to 
* life eternal, vig. the keeping the commandments, 
* orthe loving God and our neighbour, which is the 
* ſum and ſubſtance of the moral law.” 
grant indeed that this is the ſum and ſubſtance 
of the moral or natural law, and what God chiefly 
regarded under the former diſpenſation; and that 
tis was much more pleaſing and acceptable to 
Cod than the moſt punctual regard to ritual obſer- 
wnces; but I deny that obedience to the natural 
no was all that God required under that diſpenſa- 
on; our author knows the contrary, and that 
ere were many fofitive inſtitutions, the obſervance 
f which were expreſly enjoined and indiſpenſibly 
tquired, in order to mens obtaining the favour of 
od; and particularly that they were obliged to of- 
er up facrifices to almighty God, in the manner he 
ad appointed, to revive in their minds humbling 
Mpreſſions of their guilt, to awaken their repen- 
page zo. 
D 2 tance; 
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tance, and deter them from ſin; as alſo to direct 
the eye of their faith to that more excellent ſacrifice, 
which our Lord Jeſus Chriſt was to offer up to God 
in the days of his fleſh. The good old way, under the 
legal diſpenſation, was obedience to al! the laws of 
God, both natural and poſitive, and not, as our au- 
thor inſinuates, obedience to the natural law only; 
this was what God chiefly regarded : our Savi- 
our then does not teach men abſolutely a zero 42a 
to God's favour and eternal life, but only the g 
old way, ſet in a new and in a much clearer and 
ſtronger light. 

From what has been ſaid, we ſee what a very : 
imperfect repreſentation our author has given us df - 


the 7rue goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt in his firſt propoſition 


and that, though Chriſt requires and recon- k 
mends a conformity of mind and life to that un. 8 
alterable rule of action, which is founded in the red. ;, ; 
ſen of things, or obedience to the /awo of nature, N be 
the ground, yet not as the only ground of our accep- Wi th 
tance with God; and as the war, yct not as the onh be 
ay to eternal lite. of 

Though therefore one end of Chriſt's coming, i ly 
muſt be granted, was to correct the falſe ęloſſe 10 
and interpretations of the moral law, and to keey of; 
up in the minds of men a true notion of natural rt to 1 
Agen, and a juſt ſenſe of their obligations to the hea 
performance of moral duties, and to teach them the 
ſincere obedience to the natural law, without which a 


we can never be accepted of God, and obtain ever 
laſting life; yet it is alſo as true, that the man » « 
end of his coming, was to eſtabliſh a nezw covenau ¶ bead 
with mankind, and to ſhew us more plarnly tit 
method of obtaining the pardon of our tins, acct: 
*unce with God, and eternal life; and to preſcri'i 
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rules of greater purity and holineſs, by way of pre- 

tion for greater degrees of happineſs and glory. 
Theſe (that is, the ſeveral branches of what we may 
call the mediatorial ſcheme, with the ſeveral duties 
to, and reſulting from each branch) are without 
doubt the main ingredients of the goſpel ſtate ; thoſe 
by which chriſtianity ſtands diſtinguiſhed from all 
other religions; and chriſtians are raiſed to far higher 
hopes, and far greater degrees of purity and perfec- 
tin“. And is it not aſtoniſhing that an advocate 
for the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, when he 1s 
profeſſedly giving us an account what that rue go- 
ſel of his is, which he has taught us as to the 
method of acceptance and eternal ſalvation, ſhould 
quite drop the mediatorial ſcheme, all thoſe principles 
and dofFrines which are the diſtinguiſhing excellen- 
cies of the chriſtian revelation ; and by the Enows- 
lage and practice of which eſpecially, every chriſtian 
becomes entituled to the bleſſings and privileges of 
the goſpel covenant ? This, I think, might have 
been reaſonably expected from a profeſſed advocate 
of the true goſpel of Feſus Chriſt ; and 'tis abſclute- 
ly inconſiſtent with our author's character as fuch, 
to take no notice in his ſummary account of it, 
of the peculiarities of the chriſtian inſtitulion, and 
to teach us no more, under this and the following 
heads, than a profeſſed deiſt, (only by making uſe of 
the phraſe of the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt) might 
have taught us. 


* See the Biſhop of London's excellent advice to the clergy on. the 
head of preathing. | 
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CHAP. V. | 


Remarks on the author's ſecond propoſition, 
concerning the doctrines of re pentance 


for the remiſſion of fins. 


UR author begins his fourth ſection * with his 

ſecond propoſition, vis, © That if men have 
** hvedin a violation of is righteous law, by which 
* they have rendered themſelves diſpleaſing to God, 
*« and worthy of his reſentment, then Chri/t re- 
** quires and recommends repentance and reformation 
* of their evil ways, as the only and the ſure ground 
* of the divine mercy and forgiveneſs.” 

I grant that Chriſt requires and recommends re- 
pentance and reformation ; but I deny that he requires 
and recommends this as the only ground of the di- 
vine mercy and forgiveneſs; for except ye believe that | 
am he, our Saviour ſays, ye ſhall die in your fins ; and 
be that believeth not ſhall be damned. To believe hi 
divine miſſion, and to accept of him in all the cha- 
racters he ſuſtains, and to carry it towards him ac- 
cordingly, is by our Lord himſelf made neceſfary, 
to ſuch as are bleſſed with the chri/tion revelati, 
in order to their obtaining the divine mercy and for- 
giveneſs ; and without this, He has affured us, we 
can never warrantably hope to obtain it: faith 1 
Chriſt is expreſly mentioned and indiſpenſably re- 
quired as one condition of the favour of Go 
and eternal life, + He that believeth on the Son hath 
eternal life; and he that believeth not the Son, ſa 


not ſee life, but the wrath of God abideth upon him. Mus : 
The 


Page 32. + John iii. 36. 


[ 39 ] 


The meaning of which is not, that every one who 
barely believes the truth of this propoſition, that 
Jeſus Chriſt was the promiſed Meſſiah, or that he 
was ſent of God to fave mens ſouls, ſhall be eter- 
nally ſaved by him ; though I muſt deſire our au- 
thor to conſider, that the belief of his divine miſſion 
z one thing neceſſarily included in that faith in Chri/t, 
which is genuine and ſaving ; but the meaning is 
plainly this, He that believeth in the Son of God, ſo 
z5 to accept of him for his Saviour, on the gracious 
terms of the goſpel covenant ; ſo as to embrace his 
heavenly doctrine, and to obey all his laws, ſhall af- 
ſuredly obtain eternal life; but he that ob/?:nately re- 
jects or impenitentiy diſobeys that revelation of the 
divine will, and thoſe gracious offers of mercy and 
alvation, which God has made to mankind by his 
Son Chriſt Feſus, on the terms of repentance and 
faith, is a proper object of divine wrath, and ſhall 
feel for ever the dreadful effects of it. And to add 
no more, our Saviour tells us,“ He that believeth on 
um, ſpeaking of himſelf, i. e. ſo as to embrace his 
doctrine, and to obey him ſincerely in the courſe of 
their lifes, he that thus believeth in him, is not con- 
demned ; but he that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready, becauſe he hath not believed in the name of the 
only begotten Son of God. Since then faith in Chriſt, 
or a firm belief of his divine miſſiun, and a ſuitable 
behaviour towards him, and a cordial acceptance of 
him for our Saviour as he is freely offered to us in 
the goſpel, is by our Lord himſelf declared nece/- 
y, in order to our obtaining the divine mercy 
and eternal life; and our author is, upon his own 
principles obliged to believe it; he ſhould have told 
us, that though repentance and reformation are neceſ- 
®* Tohn iii. 18. 
D 4 ſary 


ſhed for the remiſſion of fins ; and gave it in commil- 


YO 1 
fary to our obtaining the divine mercy and forgive. 
neſs, yet that this is not the /ole ground of our ac. 


ceptance; eſpecially when he was pA treat. 


ing on the doctrine of repentance for the remiſſion 
of fins, as Chriſt himſelf has taught it; and that it i; 


for his ſake and on his ſole account, that God vil 


accept of the repentance of ſinners, and reſtore 
them to his mercy and favor, leſt any of his rea- 
ders ſhould be apt to think, that in his doctrine of 
repentance for the remiſſion of fins, he had left 
Chriſt quite out of the queſtion, as tis evident he 
has * ; which ſo zealous an advocate for the u- 
goſpel of Fefas Chriſt, and one who profeſſes ſo pro- 
found a veneration for what Chr:/t himſelf has 
taught us, ſhould have carefully guarded againſt 
Eſpecially when our Lord ſo expreſly mentions le 


new teſtament, or covenant in his blood, <ohich was 


ſion to his apoſtles to preach repentance for the re- 
miſſion of fins in his name among all nations Þ; i. e. 
by or through him. Our author cites this paſſage, 
and paraphraſes it after his way ||, but does not 


take the leaſt notice of what he ſhould have part- WW »; 
cularly obſerved and conſidered, as an advocate to WW jo 
the true doctrine of the goſpel on this head, . c 
that repentance for the remiſſion of fins was to be an 
preached and obtained only zn his name, or by ad un 
through him; but this our author drops, and tele ob 
us, + that to preach the goſpel, and to preach thWW wi 
doctrines of repentance and remiſſion of fins, 1s , no! 
Chriſt's account the ſame thing; no queſtion, it ere 
be added in his name: and again, & we ſee will ed. 
** Chrijt means by the goſpel, or what that goſpe ver 
* Pape 36. + Lale xxiv. 46, 47. || Page 34. f Page 5 | 


6 lbid. | 
| « j 


* 
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et js which he commiſſioned, and ſent out his apo- 
© ſtles to preach to the world; 412. it is the doc- 
« trines of repentance and remiſſion of fins.” Here 
alſo it ſhould have been added, in Chri/t's name. 

He adds, + I would likewiſe remind my rea- 
ders, that Chriſt hath pointed out to ſinners no 
* other way to the divine mercy and forgiveneſs 
* than that good old zvay, vig. by repentance and 
* reformation of their evil ways, which akeays 2was 
and okeoys ⁊c be, the true and only way for 
* finners to obtain the divine mercy.” I grant that 
Chriſt has not pointed out to finners an abſolutely nere 
way to God's favour, and contrary to that good old 
way ; but I deny that the good old ay revealed un- 
der the former diſpenſation was nothing but repen- 
tance and reformation (as I have had occaſion to 
obſerve) and that this was a that was then required, 
or the only zvay to obtain the divine mercy, though 
this was indiſpenſibly required and abſolutely neceſ- 
ary for this purpoſe. They were required not only 
to repent of their - fins, and reform their lives, but 
to offer up ſacrifices to almighty God, and in the 
manner he preſcribed ; and this being expreſly en- 
joined by him, who had ſo unqueſtionable a right to 
command, they were indiſpenſibly obliged to obey, 
and it would have been contrary to the eternal and 
wnalterable reaſon and fitneſs of things, not to have 
obſerved ſuch poſitive inſtitutions ; and therefore 
without ſuch a compliance with them they could 
not have warrantably hoped for the divine mercy, 
even on ſuppoſition that they repented and reform- 
ed, What our author farther adds, can do him but 
very little ſervice, * * This is the way, 2. e. re- 
** pentance and reformation, which God by the 
+ Page 36. bid. 

e prophets 
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ce prophets herctofore pointed out to the ſinful na- 
* tion of Mrael. Jaiab i. 16, 17. Ezekiel xviii. 30.” 
This I grant was one «way pointed out, in order to 
their obtaining the divine mercy, but not the 9n/ 
way, and excluſive of the obſervation of thoſe poſitive 
inſtitutions, which God had ſo expreſly enjoined, 
and which therefore (if they would act in confor- 
mity to that eternal and unalterable rule of action, 
which was founded in the reaſon of things) they 
were indiſpenſibly obliged to obſerve. 

But our author adds, * As to that doctrine, 
* that Chriſt hath by his ſufferings and death 
e made ſatisfaction to God for the fins of the 
ce world, and thereby merited the ſinners diſcharge, 
* this doctrine Chr:/t did not preach, and therefore 
eit cannot be any part of his goſpel, but is di- 
« rectly oppoſite to it, and tends to ſubvert it.” It 
| may be fo, as ſome have explained it; but CH 
; himſelf has taught us, That he gave bis hife a ran- 
fom for many; that he gave his fleſh for the life of 
the world; that the new teſtament or covenant vas 
founded in his bleed ; that this was ſhed for the re- pe 
miſſion of fins ; and that, except we believe that 
Chriſt was the promiſed Meſſiah, and all that he Me 
pretended and proved himſelf to be, awe ſhall die A 
in our fins ; ſomething more then is required by 
our Saviour, than repentance and rgformation, in 
order to our acceptance and eternal falvation ; and 
what I have juſt mentioned being the doctrine 
which Chriſt himſelf preached, our author (it 
he would be confiſtent with himſelf) muſt al- 
low to be a part of his true goſpel. He adds, 
* + The true doctrines of the goſpel of our Lord 
and Saviour Feſus Chriſt touching this matter, 
; * Page 36. + Page 37. | 
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t are the doctrines of repentance and remiſſion of 
% fins,” I muſt defire our author to inſert, through 
lim, or in his name; and fince, © This is what 
* Chriſt expreſly declared to his diſciples ; faith 
« he, Thus it is quritten, and thus it behoved Chriſt 


« to fuffer, and to riſe from the dead the third day, 


* and that repentance and remiſſion of fins ſbauld be 
« preached in his name, among all nations, Luke 
* xxiv. 46, 47. ] muſt beg leave to remind him, 
A that theſe are not the vain words of men, who 
* like Rabſhakeh, the captain of the hoſt of the king 
* of Afyria, may, and will deceive them; but let 
them truſt to, and rely upon the words of our 
„Lord Peſus Chriſt, who was ſent of God to be 
* their guide and inſtructor in this particular, and 
* who, they may be aſſured upon good grounds 
* willnot deceive them in ſo important an affair.” 
Our author's miſtake in this whole ſection ſeems 
to be this ; that he thinks, that God will pardon 
linners ab/6/utely on their repentance ; and that he is 
obliged to do ſo ; and that reaſon teaches us, that 
fenitent finners are ſo properly the objef# of divine 
mercy, that it would be contrary to the reaſon and 
fitneſs of things for God, not to extend his mercy 
to them; or to extend it to them through a mediator. 
But J have never yet ſeen it proved, that repent- 
ng ſinners are fo properly the objects of divine mercy 
ond forgiveneſs ; that their repentance gives them a 
claim of right to it; and that God is ab/clutely ob- 
ged to pardon them ; and if they cannot hereby merit 
the pardoning mercy of God, any more than a rebel 
and traitor can merit by his repentance the favour 
of his injured ſeverezon, and hereby ſtop the courſe 
of juſtice, and God is no more obliged to forgive 


Page 34. + Page 37. 


them, 
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| them, than an earthly ſovereign to forgive his re- 
bellious ſubjects, and to receive them into favour 
(as I think is ſufficiently evident to every one that 
duely and impartially conſiders this ſubje&,) then 
forgiveneſs in caſe of repentance, muſt be a mere 
' act of grace or favour ; and if ſo, pray why may 
not God conter it on what terms he pleaſeth? And 
| tis not the leaſt reflection on the divine attributes, 

on his mercy and goodneſs, on his wiſdom and ho- 
lineſs, to require ſomething ore of a ſinner than 
his repentance and reformation, in order to his ob- 
; taining mercy and forgiveneſs ; for though God can- 
: not but always have a regard to mens moral diſpoſ. 
tions, yet that he may not require for Je ends of 
| government, ſomething beſides the repentance and re- 
| 


formation of a ſinner, in order to his being reſtor- 
ed to his favour, and the privileges he has forfeited, 
the greateſt enemies to chriſtianity have not yet 
been able to prove. 

If, for inſtance, an abſolute ſovereign ſhould 
| publiſh an act of indemmity and grace to ſuch of 
his rebellious ſubjects, as would throw down their tl 
| arms, and return to their duty and allegiance to Cc 
him, provided, they would make uſe of the ned. h 
tion of the prince bis ſen, would not ſuch be juſtly 
excluded from the benefit of the ar of Grace, eve! 
on ſuppoſition that they threw down their arms, 
and returned to their duty and allegiance to him, 
if they would not apply themſelves to the pronce, 
and make uſe of his mediation, in order to their ob- 
taining pardon for their rebellion and treaſon ? And 
might not ſuch be juſtly proceeded againſt as rebels 
and traztors, and ſuffer as ſuch for their unaccount- 
| able perverſeneſs, ingratitude, and folly ? And couli 
| it be truly affirmed of ſuch a ſovereign that he had 
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no manner of regard to the moral diſpoſitions of his 
ſubjects, when ore ends of government might make 
ſuch a procedure neceſſary to ſupport his authority, 
to maintain the honour of his laws, and to vindi- 
cate them from the contempt that was poured up- 
on them by ſo manifeſt and open a violation of 
them, and to ſecure the allegiance of the 1eft of his 
ſubjects, and deter them from all tie ſonable prac- 
tices? And would not this method of extending 
his mercy and clemency, be much more likely to 
reach theſe great and valuable ends, ad to eſtabliſh 
his ſovereign authority, than by admitting them to 
his mercy and favour on f eaſy terms? The appli- 
cation is obvious, God has a regard to mens moral 
Gſpofitrons, but he will always act in a manner moſt 
becoming his infinite majeſty, and the great ends 
of bis wiſe and righteous government, and fo 
a to encourage their obedience, and deter them 
trom fin. 

Tho' therefore it is not becoming an infinitely 
wiſe and holy being, to ſhew mercy to any, at, or 
through the mediation of another, and on his ac- 
count, without a regard to their moral diſpoſitions ; 
that is, to pardon an impenitent, unreformed ſinner, 
yet a perſon may be as proper an object of divine 
lavour as repentance can make him, I ſay as repen- 
tance can make him ; becauſe this can give him no 
claim of right to the divine mercy and forgiveneſs, as 
| have proved; and conſequently, he cannot become 
ntitled to it, but only by virtue of the gractous ap- 
ſaintment and promiſe of God to chis purpoſe. And 
tis no reflection on his mercy and goodneſs, on his 
wiſdom or holineſs, to extend his mercy to him 
through the death and mediation of his Son Jeſus 
Chriſt, and to make an explicite regard to this in 


the 
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the chriſtian penitent, as a condition of his obtaining 

his pardon and favour, | 
If God indeed was not inclined, from his original 
goodneſs, to extend his mercy to the penitent; and 
was he moved to this, merely by the death and e- 
diation of Chriſt, and would, for his fake, extend 
his pardoning grace and mercy to ſuch as were in- 
penttent, and obſtinately perfiſted in their impiety 
and rebellion againſt him, and in the exerciſe of 
mercy had no manner of regard to mens moral dij- 
poſitions and behaviour ; this method of ſhewing 
mercy through Chriſt, would be abſolutely inconſi- 


. 2 


1 . 0 


ſtent with his infinite perfections, and contrary to 

| reaſon, and therefore impoſſible. 

1 From what has been faid we plainly ſee, that re- 

[ pentance does not cancel the ſinner's guilt, and give F 
| him a claim of right to the divine mercy ; God 

| may then juſtly puniſh ſuch a one; and therefore, 8 
to pardon a penitent, muſt be an act of free and un- 0 
1 merited favour ; and conſequently, he who has a * 


right to puniſh the guilty, may alſo pardon them on od 
hat terms he pleates. And pray how is this method 


4 
| ; w] 
| of ſhewing mercy to repenting ſinners through Chriſt, ks 
| and on account of his ſufferings and mediation, « 
1 more repugnant to reaſon, than his pardoning them 4 
| abſolutely on their repentance ? Chriſt has not obtained 60 
redemption for eb/t;nate and impenitent ſiuners; 0 


and if repenting fnners are not fo properly the 06- — 1 
jects of God's mercy, that they have a claim of right Wl « 
to it on account of their repentance ; if his does cc 
not intitle them to the divine forgiveneſs and fa- ic 
vour, and make it neceſſary (as has been obſerved) 

| for God to ſhew mercy ; then there may be, for a- * 
F ny thing that yet appears to the contrary, ſome t 
other ground of God's mercy. And this the ſcrip- 
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tures declare, to be ſomewhat done and ſuffered in 
or by the perſon of another, even by our Lord 
Teſus Chriſt, in whom, the apoſtle tells us, * oe 
have redemption through his blood, the forgiveneſs of 
fins according to the riches of his grace, wherem he 
has abounded towards us in ALL WISDOM AND PRU= 
DENCE, 

Briefly, if the repentance and reformation of a 
ſinner, does not make it neceſſary for God to ſhew 
mercy, tho” he will not ſhew mercy to any with- 
out it, then there may be ſome other way of ex- 
tending his mercy to ſinners beſides their repentance, 
tho not excluſive of it; and this may be through 
the ſufferings and mediation of our Lord Jeſus 
Ori; or their repentance may be accepted only 
through his precious blood, which, as he himſclf 
aſſures us, was ſhed for the remiſſion of fins. 

Before I diſmiſs this head, I would earneſtly re- 
commend to our author's ſerious conſideration, 
ſome paſſages relating to this ſubject, of a late learn- 
ed + writer, that can never be too much conſider- 
ed, and that I have never yet ſeen anſwered by any; 
which, for the benefit of my readers, I ſhall beg 
leave to tranſcribe. ** The acceptableneſs (ſays 
he) of true repentance in the ſight of God, and 
* the certain afſurance of pardon upon ſuch repen- 
* tance, which the chriſtian religion affords us, is 
a moſt powerful and neceſſary motive to frail and 
ſinful creatures, to encourage and ſupport them 
* effeftually in the practice of their duty. Tis 
indeed in general evidently more agreeable to right 
* reaſon, and to mens natural notions of God, to 


* Epb. i. g. 
+ Vid. Dr. Sam, C/ar#'s evidences of natural and revealed reli- 
en, p. 232. 


„ bclicve 


[ 48 ] 


* believe him p/acable and merciful, and willing to 
e forgive. But fince at the fame time it cannot 
* be proved by any arguments from reaſon, that 
* God is abſolutely obliged to forgive; and tis con- 


« feſſedly evident, that it becomes the ſupreme 


« governor of the univerſe to vindicate the honour 
* and authority of his laws and government, to give 
* ſome evidences of his hatred and indignation a- 
gainſt fin, and ſometimes by m/ances of ſeveri- 
fy, to prevent ſinners from abuſing his mercy 
* and patience; no leſs then it is agreeable to his 
* infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, to ſafer his anger 
to be*by ſome means appeaſed : no motive in 
this caſe can be imagined more expedient and 
powerful to encourage ſinners to return to the 
practice of their duty, and to perſwade them to 
* continue therein immoveable for the future; no- 
* thing can be imagined more ſeaſonable and fa- 
* tisfaCtory to the mind of man, and more agree- 
« able to the excellent wiſdom of God, and wor- 
thy of the infinitely merciful governor of all 
* things, than ſuch a poſitive declaration of the 
* acceptableneſs of ſincere repentance, - and ſuch an 
authentic aſſurance of pardon and forgiveneſs 
* thereupon, as under the chr7/t:an diſpenſation the 
divine goodneſs and mercy has found means to 
e afford unto us, in ſach manner as is at the ſame 
* time abundantly cent with the honour and 
*© dignity of the /aws of God, and with his irrecon- 
e cilable hatred againſt all unrighteouſneſs and ſin. 
* It cannot be thought unreaſonable to be be- 
lieved, that in ſuch a revelation, wherein God 
** freely proclaims remiſſion of fin, and the accep- 
** tableneſs of repentance, he ſhould nevertheleſs 
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« in, as might at the ſame time be a ſufficient te- 

« ſtimony of his zrrecontilable hatred againſt it. 

« For though, by the light of nature, it was in- 

« deed exceeding probable; and to be hoped for, 

« that God would forgive ſin upon true repentance; 
| © yet it could not be proved that he was ab/olutely 

« obliged to do fo, or that he would certainly do ſo ; 
« on the contrary, there was reaſon to ſuppoſe, 
* that, in vindication of the honour and dignity of 
„ his laws, he would require ſome further ſatisfac- 
* tion and expiation. And accordingly we find 
the cuſtom of ſacrificing to have prevailed uni- 
« verſally over the heathen world in all ages; 
* which, how unreaſonable ſoever an expectation 
* it was, to think that the blood of beaſts could 
* truly expiate fin, yet thus much it plainly and 
* undeniably ſhews, that it has been the common 
* apprehenſion of mankind in all ages, that God 
* would not be appeaſed, nor pardon fin without 
* ſome puniſhment and ſatisfaction; and yet, at 
the ſame time, they had good hopes, that upon 
* their repentance, God would accept ſome other 
* ſatisfaction inſtead of the deſtruction of the of- 
* fenders, Tis therefore plainly agreeable to right 
* reaſon, to believe that God, in vindication of the 
* honour of his laws; and for a teſtimony of his 
* hatred againſt fin, ſhould appoint ſome facrifice 
or expiation for ſin, at the fame time that he 
* forgives the finner upon his true repentance.” 

And again elſewhere ; From the conſideration 
of the goodneſs and mercifulneſs of God, the 
- WM Philoſophers did indeed very reaſonably hope that 
's W God would ſhew himſelf placable to finners, 

and might be ſome way reconciled : but when 
ve E we 


« have appointed ſuch a /acr:fice or expiation for 
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we come to enquire more particularly what pro- 
pitiation he will accept, and in what manner this 
reconciliation muſt be made, here nature fla, 
and expects with impatience the aid of ſome p. 
ticular revelation, That God will receive return- 
ing /inmers, and accept of repentance, inſtead of 
perfect obedience, they cannot certainly kn, 
to whom he has not declared that he ul! d 
%; for tho' this be the moſt probable, and 


only means of reconciliation that nature ſuggeſts, 

et whether this alone will be ſufficient, or whe- 
ther God will not require ſomething further for 
the vindication of his ju/tice, and the honour and 


dignity of his laws and government, and for the 


expreſſing more effecFually his indignation againſt 
ſin, before he will reſtore men to the privileges 
they have forfeited, they cannot be ſatrs/acril 
aſſured. For it cannot poſitively be proved from 


any of God's attributes, that he is ab/olutely ou. 


ged to pardon al! creatures all their fins at all 
times, barely and immediately upon their re- 


*« penting. There ariſes therefore from nature no 
* ſufficient comfort to ſinners, but anxious and end- 


cc 
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leſs ſolicitude about the means of appcaſing the 
Deity. Wherefore there was plainly a neceliity 
of ſome particular revelation to diſcover what ex- 
piation God would accept for fin, by which the 
anthority, honour, and dignity of his laws might 
be effectually vindicated *.“ 

I ſhall only add under this head, that tho' rea- 


fon may teach us, that tis highly probable that God 
will pardon ſuch as truly repent, and reward them 
hereafter ; and the truth is, without this there, 
would be but little encouragement to the practice 0! 


Vid. Clark's evidences, Oc. prop. xi. 


religion 
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wligion and virtue; for as the apoſtle obſerves, 
* He that cometh to God muſt believe that he is, and 
that be is the rewaraer of them that diligently ſeek 
bim; yet it does not give us ſuch a /atzsfoftory af- 
ſurance of the divine mercy, as leaves no room for 
ſecret miſgivings and fears; much leſs does it cer- 
tinly teach us, that God will receive ſuch into fa- 
uur, and crown their fincere repentance with the 
ghricus reward of everlaſting life, and confer as 
great and laſting a happineſs upon them, as if they 
had paid a perfect and ſinleſs obedience to him, and 
had never offended him; and to which they could 
have had no claim of right, even on ſuppoſition 
that their obedience had been abſolutely finlefs, 
without the leaſt flaw or defect. It muſt be wholly 
left to the all-wiſe, righteous, and merciful governor 
of the world, to pardon repenting ſinners, and to 
reward them on what terms he pleaſes; and he is 
the ſole judge how far repentance ſhall be accepted 
and rewarded, and what terms of pardoning and 
rewarding penitent ſinners are molt agreeable to the 
w/e ends of his merciful and righteous government, 
and moſt proper for preſerving the ſacred rights of 
it, for maintaining the honour of his laws, and 
vindicating his ſovereign authority. When there- 
fore it is faid by ſome, that God muſt pardon and 
reward the penitent whether Chriſt had died or not, 
or without regard to his ſufferings, this ſavours too 
much of pride and arrogance ; for alaſs! we, poor 
hort ſighted creatures, cannot know certainly, 
without divine revelation, what God requires, and 
what is neceſſary for vindicating the honour of his 
aws and government, and ſecuring the homage and 
obedience of his rational creatures in his vaſt domi- 


® Heb. xi. 6. | Wy 
| E 2 nion; 
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nion ; and 'tis unpardonable preſumption to ſay, 
that God might have pardoned and rewarded peni- 
tents as conſiſtently with the 25 ends of government, 
1 without the death of his Son, as with it; and 
| that repentance and new obedience will do as well woith. | 
| out it: for tho' repentance and new obedience are 
| required in the chriſtian inſtitution, and will be | 
graciouſly accepted and rewarded through the ſuf. 
ferings and mediation of our Lord Feſus Chriſt, | 
yet it does not follow, that repentance and obedi- 
| ence ſhall -be accepted, and rewarded with life and 
immortality, without any regard to them, unless 
we ſuppoſe that repentance and reformation can 
give a repenting ſinner a claim of right to mercy | 
and forgiveneſs, and a bleſſed immortality ; which 
I have proved it cannot. 


| 
| | | 
| 


CHAP. VL 


Remarks on the author's third propoſition 
concerning a future judgment, and bis 
reaſoning from oar Lord's account of it 
conſidered. 


UR author proceeds to his third propoſition, 
vi. That Chriſt has aſſured us, that God 

has appointed a time in which he will judge the 
world in righteouſneſs, and that he will then 
call all men to an account for their actions, and wil 
* acquit or condemn, reward or puniſh them in 
* another ſtate, according to their behaviour in this 


Thus Matthew xxv. 31. to the end of the chap- 
* $&®: v. p. 28. 


Dr 


1 
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* ter, Here * we ſee Chr:/t has not only declared 
that God will moſt certainly judge the world by 
him; but alſo he has ſhewn, by what rule he 
* ſhall proceed in paſſing that judgment, viz. he 
* ſhall approve or condemn, reward or puniſh eve- 
* ry man as he has, or has not conformed his af- 
fections and actions to that righteous law which 
is founded in the reaſon of things, theend of which 
law is charity, or benevolent affections and actions. 
The moral law, or that law which is founded 
in the reaſon of things, is a law of ive, or a 
« law which is briefly comprehended in this fay- 
Hing, namely, Thou ſhalt hve the Lord thy God 
« with all thy heart, and thy neighbour as thyſelf. 
* St. Paul has juſtly obſerved, that as love work- 
Heth no ill to his neighbour; ſo love (or a con- 
duct directed by love) 7s the fulfilling of the law, 
Rom. xii. 10. And as the moral law is a law 
* of love, ſo Chriſt hath declared, that it is by 
* this law every man ſhall be tried ; every man 
* ſhall be approved or condemned, rewarded or 
* puniſhed, according as he has, or has not con- 
formed his affections and actions to this law of 
love. Then (wiz. at the day of judgment) 
* ſhall the King ſay to them on his right-hand, Come 
n, De blefſed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
ot WW fared for you from the foundation of the world : 
be for I uas, (in mine and your needy brethren) an 
en  Pungred, and ye gave me meat, &c. And then 
vill 4 ſhall he fay alſo to them on his left-hand, 
in Þ Go, ye curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared for 
vie the devil and his angels: For I was an hungred, 
ap- : and ye gave me no meat, &c. Chriſt, as a righ- 
.. teous judge, will approve or condemn, reward 

tet. "00 go. * 
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ce or puniſh every man, according as there has been 
V © an antecedent fitneſs or unfitneſs in the perſon 
| «« judged.” 
For the right underſtanding this paſſage, we arc 
to conſider the di/lingui/hing characters of the per- 
ſons to whom the ſentence of abſolution or con- 
demnation reſpectively belongs: the perſons on 
whom the ſentence of condemmation was pronoun- 
ced, are the uncharitable or wicked, I was an hun- 
gred, and ye gave me no meat, &c. And the 
righteous, on the contrary, who were to enter into 
life, are deſcribed under the character of perſons 
exemplarily charitable, I vas an bungred, and ye 
gave me meat, &c, the meaning of which deſcrip- 
tion is not, that at the great day of accounts, 
e the virtue of charity alone will be enquired af- 
ter; but that charity is ſo eminent a virtue, one 
of thoſe great commandments, on which the 
<« law and the prophets, and the whole goſpel lays 
«« ſo particular a ſtreſs, that by a very eaſy and 
«© common figure, of putting a part for the whole, 
<« it naturally and very expreſſively repreſents the 
* whole of religion. In other places of ſcripture 
* ſometimes faith, which always worketh br ; 
love; ſometimes Holineſi, ſometimes the fear 7 * 
Cad, according to the particular occaſion upon : 
«© which it is introduced, ſigniſies, without any Y, 
te ambiguity, the ſame as virtue in general: and 
« here, in like manner, that is, in repreſenting the 
% ſolemnity of the laſt judgment, the deſcripti! 
ce of a charitable, or uncharitable bebaviour, are ! 
« their nature very affecting images, and apt moi 
< ſtrongly to move his hearers.“ And becauſe mi- 
ny that make a profeſſion of religion, do not duly 


conſider the vaſt importance of charity in the cht 
| 5 {tian 
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lian life, and how indiſpenfibly neceſſary it is in 
order to our obtaining the favour of God, and the 
happineſs of the life to come, to make conſcience 
of all the duties we owe to our fellow creatures, 
and particularly this of charity, as well as thoſe 
duties we owe to God, and have him for their 
more immediate object ; for theſe reaſons, I humbly 
| conceive, our bleſſed Saviour choſe to ſet forth, 
under thefe particular images, the two general cha- 
racters of the righteous and the wicked at the great 
day, The full ſenſe therefore of theſe declarations 
of our Saviour, is, “that at the final judgment, 
every man ſhall be recompenced, in a proportion- 
* able ſtate of happineſs or miſery, according to 
* the nature and degree of his works: the r:gh- 


teaus in general ſhall be rewarded, and the 2o:cked x 


puniſhed ; and that this is here chiefly intended, is 
ſufficiently evident from the cloſe of the account 
our Lord himſelf gives us of the laſt judgment; 
And * theſe (ſpeaking of the wicked) ſhall go into 
everlaſting puniſhment, but the righteous into hfe e- 
ternal, 

But who are the righteous, and who are the 
wcked ? The righteous are they that live in the 
practice of univerſal righteouſneſs and goodneſs, in 
the faithful diſcharge of every branch of their du- 
ty, or that live in obedience to the will of God 
however revealed, and not ſuch only as live in the 
exerciſe of the virtue of charity, The wicked, on 
the other hand, are they that live in diſobedience to 
the laws of God, and particularly ſuch as violate the 
aw of charity, which is a great inſtance of wick- 
edneſs: but does it follow, that becauſe the 
claritable, i. e. the univerſally righteous, ſhall be re- 


* Mat. xxv. 46. 
E 4 warded 
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warded according to their works; or that becauſe 
charity, which is ſo eminent a branch of religion, 
is here put for the ve of it, will be gloriouſly re- 
warded at that day; and that becauſe the wnchar;. 
table, or wicked, ſhall be puniſhed ; or that becau{: 
uncharitableneſs, which is here put for wickednej; 
in general, ſhall be ſo remarkably puniſhed at that 


day, that therefore the rule of the final judgment 


to all men, is their conforming their affections and 
actions to that righteous law which is founded in 
the reaſon of things ; or that obedience to the na- 
tural law is the fole ground of our acceptance and 
reward ? We are obliged indeed, in the judgment 
of charity, to think, that ſuch as have ſucerely con- 
formed their affections and actions to the eternal and 
immutable law of nature, ſhall obtain, through 
Chriſt, the glorious reward of everlaſting life, pro- 
vided they were never under any other law, or had 
nothing but the mere light of nature for their guide; 
but it does not follow, that the moral [aw, or the 
law of nature, ſhall be the only rule of his proceed- 


ings at the great day with boſe who have been bleſ- } 


ſed with the ſupernatural diſcoveries of the divine 
20:11, or favoured with the chriſtian revelation. St. 


Paul has juſtly obſerved, by whoſe authority our 


author proves, That love wworketh no ill to his neigl- 


bour, and that love, or a conduct directed by love, 1s 


fulfilling the law; and quotes Rom. xii. 10. to prove 


it, If then St. Paul's authority is to be depended 


upon, ſhould not our author ſubmit to it, not on- 


ly when he tells us, 7hat love is the fulfilling of the 
law, but when he tells us any thing relating to the 


ſubject under conſideration? I fay, St. Paul has 
juſtly obſerved, Rom. ii. 12. That as many as hav 
finned without the law, i. e. the written law, or as 


Our 
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our author expreſſes it, * the written word 
of God, which is the caſe of the Gentiles, ſhall al- 
ſo periſh without the lau, being condemned by the 
law written in their hearts: and as many as have 


ſinned in, or under the law, which is the caſe of 


the Jews, ſhall be judged, and condemned for their 
evil deeds, the apoſtle expreſly tells us, by the 
law; and elſewhere, that chriſtians ſhall be judged 
according to the goſpel. Our author, it ſeems, dif- 
fers from St. Paul, whoſe authority he builds upon, 
and whoſe obſervations on points of doctrine he 
will allow to be juſt, Lam not willing to ſay, when- 
ever it ſuits his purpoſe, but no further ; becauſe I 
would hope our author will be fo conſiſtent with 
himſelf, as to ſubmit to St. Paul's authority in the 
caſe before us. St. Now Paul makes the rule of the 


final judgment, and of God's proceeding with man- 


kind on that day, to be the /aw, or will of God, 
broever revealed; the law of nature to ſuch as have 
nothing elſe to guide them ; for the heathens are to 
be judged by the law of nature, verſe 12. and to 
thoſe who are bleſſed with an external revelation of 
the divine will, he makes this the rule of the final 
judgment, The rule then of judgment, or of God's 
proceedings with mankind at the great day is dif- 
ferent, (as St. Paul juſtly obſerves) according to the 
different diſpenſations they have been under, which 
it ſeems our ingenious author did not duly conſider. 
To the heathen world, that law of righteouſneſs, 
which is founded in the reaſon of things, or the 
law of nature, is the rule of the final judgment. 
To the Jews, that revelation of the will of God 
he was pleaſed to afford them. And as to thoſe 
Who are favoured with the chriſtian revelation, this, 
Page 18, 
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the /aw of liberty, James ii. 12. 2. e. by the goſ- 


berty, and freedom from the power of ſin and 
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with reference to them, is the rule of Chriſt's pro- 
ceedings with them at the laſt day; for they hall | 


be judged, the apoſtle Jumes expreſly tells us, by 


pel, which he elſewhere ſtiles He perfect law of li- 
berty, James i. 12. becauſe it gives the ſpirit of li- 


death, and from the ſpirit of bondage. Rom. viii, 2. 

15. 2 Cor. iii. 17, Chriſtians are to be judged by 

the /aw F liberty, or the goſpel, which is emphati- | 
cally the law of love; for it makes all men our 
neighbours, and frees us from thoſe reſtraints the 
ceremonial law, and the tradition of the Tew/b | 
doctors laid upon them, of confining their love and 
freedom of converſe to thoſe that were of their own 
nation, or were circumciſed, And it contains that 
new commandment Chriſt has given us, that e bo! 
one another, even as he has loved us; not new indeed 
with reſpe& to the matter of 7t ; but it is fo called, 
becauſe it is urged by a new motive, and inforced by | 
a new example. Tho' therefore the charitable or 
righteous ſhall then be acquitted and rewarded, and 
the zncharitable or wicked ſhall then be condemned 
and puniſhed ; yet it does not follow, that %s lab 

of righteouſneſs, founded in the reaſon of things, 0! 

the natural law, is the ſole rule of Chriſt's proceedings | 
with all mankind in that day. It will indeed be the WF ;; 
ſole rule of judgment to thoſe who have had no rey 


other rule to walk by, as St. Paul juſtly obſerves; ¶ me; 


and it will be fo far the rule of the final judgment ¶ be 
with reference to chriſtians, that none ſhall be pro- 
nounced happy, but thoſe that live in ſincere ohe- 
dience to it; and all ſhall be pronounced miſerable 
that live in contradiction to it; but 'tis not % fl 


rule of judgment with reference to them; for 4 
the 
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the rule, by which they ſhall be judged, includes 
in it the law of nature, or that righteous law which 
z founded in the reaſon of things, yet it includes in 
it ſome what more, even all the laws of Chriſt, who 
was ſent by God to be our guide and inſtructor in 
the way to eternal life. And it charity is here put 
for univerſal righteouſneſs, or obedience to all the 
lws of God, (and 'tis manifeſt, as I have proved, 
that our bleſſed Saviour, in this paſſage, puts an 
eminent branch of religion for the whole of it) and 
mcharitableneſs for wickedneſs in general; then all 
charitable chriſtians ſhall be ſaved, and all uncha- 
table chriſtians ſhall be damned. Or, if by the 
charitable is here meant thoſe that ſincerely obey 
the natural Jaw, and by the wncheritable, thoſe that 
le in diſobedience to it, then ſuch as have only the 
law of nature for their guide, and live in the main 
areeable to it, ſhall, we hope, be pronounced hap- 
py at that day. But ſtill I muſt beg leave to infiſt 
on it, that this rule of righteouſneſs, founded in the 
reaſon of things, or the law of nature, is not the 
ſole rule of judgment, or of Chriſt's proceedings with 
all mankind in that day; but only with ſuch as 
have had no other rule, or were never favoured with 
the ſupernatural diſcoveries of the divine will, or 
bleſſed with the chriſtian revelation, which, tho” it 
v perfectly agreeable to the /aw f nature, yet it 
reveals to us more than we could diſcover by the 
mere light of nature; and conſequently, ore muſt 
be required of zs than of others, who do not en- 
Joy our privileges; for according to the common 
rules of equity, 7 <ohom much is given, of them 


mach ſhall be required, as our Lord himſelf has 
taught us, 
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« But our author ſays, * the moral law, or 

* that law which is founded in the reaſon of things, 
« 8 a law of love, or a law which is brief 
* comprehended in this ſaying, namely, Thou ſhalt 
* love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, &c. 
« and thy neighbour as thyſelf, St. Paul has juſtly 
*© obſerved, that as love wworketh no ill to his neigh- 
e bour, ſo love (or a conduct directed by love) 
e is the fulfilling the law, he adds, ſo Chriſt has 
« declared that tis by this law of love that every 
« man ſhall be tried.“ Here I muſt defire our 
author to prove that Chriſt has declared, that lis 
by this law of love, or by the law of nature, or 
moral law, which our author means by the 
law of love, that every man ſhall be tried; or 
that the rule of the final judgment, is exactly the 


fame with reference to all men; with reference to 


thoſe who have only reaſon for their guide, and 
thoſe to whom God has ſent his Son 7o be ther 
inſtructor and guide in the way to eternal life, Chriſt 
has not ſaid this, but only, that he will ſay to the 
charitable, 1, e. to the righteous, (and ſuch only 
are ſo who obey all the revelations of the divine 
will) Come ye Blefſea, &c. and to the uncharitabl, 
1, e. to the wicked, Depart from me, ye Curſed, | 
&c. But is there not a wide difference between 
faying this, and ſaying, that the /aw of love, or 
the moral law, is the ſole rule of judgment, or of 
his proceedings with all mankind in that great and 
terrible day ? 

* He adds, + every man ſhall be approved or 
* condemned, rewarded or puniſhed, according a. 
© he has, or has not conformed his affections and 


actions to this /aw of love,” If, by the law 


Page 40. + Page 41. 
lone, 
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Ive, he means the moral law, or law of nature, as 
tis plain he does; for he ſays, * the moral law is a 
law of love. J grant that thoſe who have nothing elſe 
for their guide, ſhall be tried by it, and rewarded 


or puniſhed according to their obedience or diſobedience + 


* 


10 16. 

Upon the whole we ſee, that the will of God, 
lnvever revealed, is the ſole rule of the final judg- 
ment; if he has revealed this in the nature and 
reaſon of things, this, with reference to ſuch as 
have nothing but the /aw of nature for their guide, 
s the /ole rule of the final judgment; but if he has 
made an expreſs revelation of his will by Fe- 
ſus Chriſt, this, with reference to thoſe who are fa- 
youred with it, is the rule of the final judgment; 
which rule, I muſt defire our author to conſider, 
includes in it the moral, or natural law, which is a 
law of love. 

What our author adds, can do him but very 
little ſervice ; . Chriſt, ſays he, as a righteous judge, 
* will approve or condemn, reward or puniſh every 
* man, according as there has been an antecedent 
* fitneſs or unfitneſs, worthineſs or unworthineſs in 
* the perſons to be judged: and this judgment is 
to be conſidered, not as an arbitrary 8 
or a particular appointment of God in thoſe latter 
ages; but as a part of the original ſcheme of pro- 
* vidence, when this world was firſt called into 
being. This is evident from what Chriſt 
faith of that kingdom which the righteous 
© ſhall inherit, viz. that it was prepared for them 
from the foundation of the world; fo that 


© God will judge the world, not becauſe he 


Page 41, ＋ hid. 


ec has 


zs not a mere arbitrary appointment, and that 'ti; 


[ 62 ] 


te has declared in and by the goſpel, he will do it; 
te but becauſe it is fit and reaſonable that he ſhould, 
* and becauſe he originally purpoſed to do fo,” 

If our author means, that a judgment to come 


founded in the nature and reaſon of things, that 
beings, capable of God's moral government, ſhould 
be accountable to him for their conduct, who will 
diſpute with him on this head? Or if he means, 
when he ſays, God will judge the world, not 
* becauſe he has declared in and by the goſpc] 
e of Teſus Chriſt, that he will do it;“ that he 
will not judge the world arbitrarily or merely be- 
cauſe he ell, who denies it? This being abſolu- 
tely inconſiſtent with the infinite rectitude and per- 
fection of his nature: God will, no queſtion, judge 
the world, becauſe it is fit and reaſonable for him 
to do ſo: but if he means that the doctrine of a 
future judgment is not more ſubjectively certain, or 
that we have not a farther degree of evidence of 
the truth and certainty of it, if God has exprelly 
declared his will to this purpoſe ; or that God will 
not have a regard to his own expreſs declaration: ; 
or that the authority of God in this caſe, 1s not 4 
ſufficient foundation to found a rational belief of 
a judgment to come, even on ſuppoſition we could 
not diſcover it by reaſon, without the help of d. 
vine revelation, provided we have proper evidence, 
that God has expre/ly declared his will concernin; WW © 
a future judgment, I muſt beg leave to differ fron W th 
him. God will judge the world, becauſe it is /* W b 
and reaſonable that he Huld, and therefore he hes hi 
declared that he #/] ; and becauſe he will have 
an inviolable regard to his own expreſs declari-  t 
tions. * 

NU 
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And give me leave to obſerve, (and this I would 


earneſtly recommend to our author's ſerious conſi- 
deration) that the doctrine of a future judgment, 
as it is declared in the true goſpel of TFeſus Chriſt, 
or as it is one of the peculiar and diſtinguiſbing 


doctrines of the goſpel, and which he profeſſedly 


undertakes to vindicate, I ſay the doctrine of a 
future judgment, as it is emphatically the do&7rine 


of the goſpel, and as contradiſtinguiſhed from what 


the light of nature teaches us on this ſubject, has 
nothing but the authority of God to ſupport it, 
and in ſhort is this, that God will judge the world 
by Jeſus Chriſt : or that God has appointed a day: 
in hich he <oull judge the world in righteouſneſs, 
by that man whom he hath ordained ; whereof he 
bath given aſſurance unto all men, in that be hath 
raiſed him from the dead *, Now that Chriſt will 
be the univerſal zudge of the world, could never 
have been known but by ſupernatural- revelation ; 
and yet, 'tis very obſervable, our author believes it, 
or would have us think that he does, for he ſpeaks 
of © Christ's being appointed to judge men, and 
* to call them to an account for their actions.“ 
And thus again, || Here we fee, Chri/t has not 


* only declared, that God will moſt certainly judge 


the world by him.” Whoſe words our author 
has exhorted us 79 truſt to and rely apon; and again, 
e Chriſt, as a righteous judge, will approve or 
* condemn, Sc.“ But pray, how does he know 
this? And why does he believe it? Not from the 
bare reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of it, for though 'tis 
highly /i and reaſonable that Chriſt ſhould judge the 


world, yet, fince our author could not diſcover 


the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of it from the nature 
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and reaſon of things, he has nothing but div; 
revelation to ſupport his faith, We 1 may then, it 
ſcems, on his principles, believe the truth of a pro- 
poſition, and particularly this important one, of a 
judgment to come, vis. that Teſs Chrift | is the 
univerſal judge, or that God will judge the world 
by him, though antecedently to an expreſs revela- 
tion to this purpoſe we could never have known, 
that there was ſuch a divine perſon as Jeſus Chrift, 
much leſs that it was fit and reaſonable that God 
ſhould judge the world by him. Since then the doc- 
trine of a future judgment, as declared in the goſpel, 
could never have been known but by divine reve- 


lation, though after the revelation is made, we may 


diſcover the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of the goſpel 
conititution in this reſpect, our author's faith in 
this. particular muſt be founded originally on the 
authority of God. 

But the authority of God in this caſe, is not ſuf- 
ficient, according to our author's principles, to ſup- 
port his faith in this particular, vi. that Chriſt is 


appointed to be the judge of the world, unleſs an- 


tecedent to an expreſs revelation to this purpoſe, he 
could diſcover the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of ſuch an 
appointment, and conſequently, he has no man- 
ner of foundation for his faith, in this important 
article of our holy religion, viz. that God will 
judge the world by bim. And yet he muſt believe 
this, if he would be conſiſtent with himſelt, 
becauſe Chrift himſelf has taught us, * That the 
Father judgeth no man ; bit hath committed all judg- 
ment to the Son; Whoſe words +, our author tells 
* us, we may truſt to and rely upon, as one who 


Jahn v. 22. + Page 37. 8 
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t fe may be ſure will not deceive us:“ 
parts of his tract of the true goſpel of Jeſis Chriſt, 
he does not, cannot believe one word of it (012, 
that Chrift is to be our judge) though an unat- 
tentive reader would be ready to think that he 
does; becauſe the authority of God, and expreſs 
declarations of his will to this purpoſe, are not (if 
we will believe our author) a ſufficient foundation 
for our faith in this particular, Take his own words; 
„The certainty which revelation affords in the 
* preſent caſe,” i. e. in general, that God will 
judge the world, of which he had juſt been ſpeak- 
ing; give me leave to obſerve, that the preſent caſe 
under conſideration, as our author is an advocate 
for the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and has under- 
taken to defend it, ſhould have been the doctrine 
of a future judgment as herem declared; or that 
Chrift is to be the judge of the world; but our au- 
thor, when he endeavours to ſhew us what is the 
true goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, or his doctrine concern- 
ing a judgment to come, drops the peculiarity of 
the goſpel revelation in this matter, and talks only in 
general of a future judgment, and all his reaſoning 
wholly turns upon this, But to return to our au- 
thor, ©** The certainty which revelation affords us in 
the preſent caſe, does not barely * reſult from 
* the divine declaration, but from the ground and 


* Page 150, 191. | | 1 

Pray what does he mean by the word Barôhy; unleſs it be to 
| confound his readers, when he lays no ſtreſs on divine revelation in 
this matter? For he expreſly aſſerts in what follows, Page 190. 191. 
a That if the certainty of a future judgment could not be diſco- 
f vered by reaſon; then much leſs could it be done by à divine reve- 
„ Ktn. — And again, Revelation is ſo far from carrying the 
evidence cf a future judgment higher than reaſon, that it rather 

rows; or derives its own ſtrength from it.”-— 


© reaſon 


and yet; 
if he would be conſiſtent with himſelf in other 
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&« reaſon of that declaration, viz. the rightneſs and 


« fitneſs of the thing declared: I grant indeed 


that the ground or reaſon of the certainty of a fu- 


ture judgment in general, and as taught in the 


religion of nature, is wholly founded in the igt. Ml 


neſs and fitneſs of the thing: I grant alſo, that the 


doctrine of a future judgment, as taught in the 


religion of Chriſt, or that all judgment is committed | 
to him, as he himſelf has taught it, and therefore our 
author, if he would be conſiſtent, muſt firmly believe 
it: I grant, I fay, that this appointment is alſo } 
founded in the reaſon and fitneſs of things; but ſince | 


we cannot diſcover the, fitneſs and reaſonableneſs of 
it, without the help of divine revelation, the cer- 


tainty we have that Chriſt is to be our judge, reſults | 


originally from the divine declaration to this purpoſe, 


But let us hear our author, For, ſays he, were 
« we to admit what is not to be admitted, viz. 
* that there is no reaſon reſulting from the 
« nature of things for a future judgment, then, I fay, | 
„ we could not be certain that there ever would 


<< be ſuch a thing, even though God had declared 
< that he would judge the world,” I fay with our 
author, that if a future judgment had been 40. 


folutely contrary to the nature and reaſon of things, | 


there never would have been ſuch a · thing; and 
that God never would have made ſuch a declara- 
tion; which, I think, is much more modeſt than 
to ſay with our author, That we could not be 


certain that there ever would be ſuch a thing, | 


* even though God had declared that be would judgt 
„ the world. For if Jam as ſure as I can be 


of any matter of fact, that God has made ſuch 


an expreſs declaration of his will, modeſty, J think, 


would teach me to conclude, that ſuch an appornt- 
| Ha ment 


1 


1674 
ment and declaration were perfectly agreeable to 
reaſon, though antecedently to the revelation, I 
could not diſcover the reafonableneſs and fitneſs of 
it: I fay alſo, that had it not been agreeable to 
the rightneſi and fitefs of things, for Chriſt to judge 
the world, God would never have appointed bm 
to be the judge, or declared that he had: but may 
he not make ſuch an apporntment and declaration, 
though, as I hinted, we could have no notion of it, 
tefore God had revealed his will to this purpoſe? 
If, for inſtance, tis contrary to the nature and 
raſon of things for God to diſplay his creative 
prver through the endleſs ages of eternity, in ſome 
6 of the univerſe, we can never be ſure that 
will, and we are ſure he can never make fuch 
a declaration, If it is no way contrary to the 
reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of things, but in all re- 
pects perfectly agreeable to it, will our author ſay, 
that God could not thus exert his creative power, 
and that he could not make a declaration of his 
will todo fo, unleſs prior to the revelation, he could 
diſcoyer by the mere uſe of his rational faculties, the 
reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of ſuch a procedure ? Or 
that, though God had expreſly declared, that he 
would create new worlds through a never-ceafing 
duration, that he could not be certain of the event, 
or that there would ever be ſuch à thing, but only 
on the forementioned ſuppoſition, viz. that he 
could diſcover the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of the 
thing declared, prior to ſuch a declaration? And 
muſt not our author ſay this on his own principles? 
[ believe, the reader will be convinced from what 
follows, e Becauſe (ſays he) if God may be 
poſed to act without, or againſt reaſon, in one 
nce (which would be the preſent caſe) he 
F 2 might 
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and-firne/s of his appointing our Lord Jeſuis Chri 
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« fitneſs and propriety of things; and conſequent!) WF. 


ſonz it does by no means follow, that his creatutꝰ By _ 
»+ 4. muſt neceſſarily ſee the reaſons of his conducb gai 


velation defended, p. 76. 


681 
might do it in a thouſand inſtances,” I grant 
that this would be the preſent caſe, as our author 
puts it, that is, if there was no reaſon reſulting | 
from the nature of things for a future judgment; 
but I deny that it would be acting :thout or a. 
gainſt reaſon, for God to judge the world by Tejus 
Chriſt, or to declare that he will, unleſs we could 
diſcover the reaſonableneſs and fitneſs of ſuch an 
appointment and declaration by natural light. He 
proceeds, If he vit heut or againſt reaſon declared 


% Chriſt) then he might without or againſt reaſon 
c refuſe to abide by ſuch a declaration: or rather 
(if our author pleaſes, and it would be much more | 
decently and modeſtly expreſſed) it would be ab- 
ſolutely inconſiſtent with his infinite perfections, 
to make ſuch a declaration; but I deny. that tis act- 

ing without or againſt reaſon, to make ſuch a reve- } 
lation in this matter; becauſe reaſon, abſtracting 
from revelation, could not diſcover the ig 


to be the judge of the world, and declaring that 


Mr. Foſter has fo perfectly expreſſed my fenti- 
ments in his late excellent defence of chriſtianity, 
that I ſhall beg leave to inſert what he has faid 
on this ſubſect. * Though, ſays he, it be a 
* lowed, that the all- perfect Being does not make 
e his mere will the rule of his actions, but the 


that he never acts arbitrarily, or without a re. 4g 


vid. The uſefulneſs, excellency, and truth of the chriſtian *: 
00 in 
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jn every inſtance ; or that they have a right to 
* cenſure, whatever they cannot diſtinctly account 
« for, Theſe therefore ought never to be con- 
founded as identical propoſitions, viz. that the 
« divine Being acts without a reaſon ; and that we 
« con ſee no reaſon in a particular conſtitution or 
method of acting; becauſe the latter does not 
« in the leaſt infer the former : but, on the contra- 
« ry, 'tis rational to ſuppoſe from the general evi- 
« dences of his ſupreme and moſt perfect wiſdom, 
that for every part of his conduct there is a good 
« and /ufficrent reaſon, though we may not be able 
to diſcover preciſely what it is.” 
But our author goes on, © And conſequently the 
« divine declaration upon the preſent ſuppoſition, 
«* 212. that there is no reaſon reſulting from the 
nature of things for a future judgment, would 
not afford ſuch a ground of credit, as ought 
& abſolutely to be rely'd upon.” But pray, who 
ſays that God, on the preſent ſuppoſition, could or 
ever w, have made a declaration concerning a 
future judgment in general, or that he would judge 
the world by Jeſus Chriſt ? He adds, © So that if 
the certainty of a future judgment could not be 
* diſcovered by reaſon, then much leſs could it be 
* done -by a divine revelation.” Is every thing 
that is not diſcoverable by reaſon, without or againſt 
reaſon £ God, it ſeems, can reveal nothing concern- 
ng a future judgment, or any thing elſe, but 
what reaſon can diſcover, and if he does, he acts 
without or againſt reaſon ; but is there not a wide 
Ufference between what is contrary to the eternal 
reaſon and fitneſs of things, what is r] apilges... 
gamſt reaſon, and what reaſon cannot diſcover with 
What have we to do here with the word ab/olutely ? 
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out the help of divine revelation ? Which I muſt 
defire our author to conſider. 7 

Cannot I declare many things relating to my fu- 
ture conduct, which, before I declared my inten- 
tion, another could not poſſibly diſcover ; and ih) 
it not extravagantly wild and monſtrouſly abſurd, to 
ſay, that I ſhould ac without or againſt reaſon if | | 
pretended to declare to him any thing of my future 
conduct that he did not-know before, or could not 


have diſcovered by the uſe of his rational facultics? Wl 


In like manner cannot God reveal many truths to 
mankind, and particularly this very important one, | 
that he will judge the world by Jeſus Chriſt, tho 

before he made that declaration, our ingenious au- 
thor could not diſcover the rightne/s and fitneſs of 
it? Will he upon cool reflection aſſert, that tis ab- 
ſolutely repugnant to the nature and reaſon of | 
things, and ſimply impoſſible for God to make | 
revelation of his will, with reference to future 
events, and particularly that he will judge the world 
by a proper perſon, whom he has appointed for this 
important truſt, merely, becauſe antecedently to 
ſuch a revelation, reaſon could never have diſco- 
vered it? If God can reveal nothing but what rea- 
ſon can diſcover, then he can never make a /iper- 
natural diſcovery of his will, no other revelation 
but what he has made in the nature and reaſon of 
things, (which I believe our author will find very 
difficult to prove) and if ſo, what a rare defence 
has our author made of the true goſpel of Jol 
Chri/t, and what a piece of ſtupidity and folly was 
it to pretend to vindicate it? And how inconſiſtent 
is he in expreſly aſſerting, * That our Lord Je- 
* ſus Chrift was ſent of God to be our inftructat 
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and guide, whoſe words we may truſt and rely " 
upon, and who will not deceive us?“ 118 
But let us hear our author out. From what I] | h 
have obſerved (ſays he) *I think it plainly appears, 1 
that revelution is ſo far from carrying the evidence 1 
*for a future judgment higher than reaſon, that it 1 
«rather borrows or derives ſtrength from it.“ Ac- 9 
wording to our author's account of a future judg- 1 
ment, and his notions of revelation, he has not 4 
carried the evidence of a judgment to come farther | { 
than reaſon ; for by revelation I think he means na- 11 
tural revelation ; and if fo, the former is ſo far from 
borrowing or deriving ſtrength from the latter, that 
they perfectly coincide : he has not, I ſay, carried 
the evidence of a judgment to come higher than 1 
reaſon ; if by this phraſe he means, that he has not 4 
carried it beyond the evidence that reaſon alone diſ- 
covers, as he ſhould certainly have done, when he 
s profeſſedly treating of the true doctrine of a fu- 
ture judgment as declared in the goſpel, and pre- 
tends to believe, that Chriſt was appointed to judge 
the world. His words are, as Chriſt ſtands to his 
people in the relation of a governor, and was ap- 
pointed their judge to call them to account 
for their actions, and to reward or puniſh them in 
another world, according as they have behaved in 
this (if he really believes this, he is inconſiſtent 
with himſelf, and has carried the evidence for a 
judgment to come higher than reaſon) I ſay, if he 
pretends to believe this, he ſhould have built his 
faith on a divine revelation, becauſe his faith that 
Crift will judge the world, can have originally no- 


thing elſe to ſupport it. He ſhould have proved, 
that the doctrine of a judgment to come, as 


* Page 37. + Page 191. 
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it is peculiar to the goſpel of Chriſt, is, that he is to 
be our judge, and have ſhewn that it is ſo by ex- 
preſs divine declarations to this purpoſe ; and, give 
me leave to obſerve, that his faith thus founded 
would not haye been irrational, tho' it would have 
been very inconſiſtent with what he has taught us. 

What he means in what follows, “ it plainly ap- 
& pears, that revelation is ſo far from carrying the 
© evidencefora future judgment higher than reaſon,” 
I profeſs I do not well underſtand ; there ſeems 
to be great ambiguity in theſe expreſſions, If by 
revelation he here ſtrictly and properly means divine 
revelation ; and if by this, not carrying the evidence 
higher than reaſon, he means, that in the chriſtian 
revelation, or true goſpel of Jeſus Chrift, we have 
not a clearer evidence of a future judgment as here- 
in declared, namely, that God will judge the world 
by him; there is a great impropriety in this ſenti- 


ment, becauſe here reaſon carries us no height at 


all; for it teaches us nothing about Chr/7's being 
our judge; and tis abſolutely falſe, that the goſpel 
of Chrijt teaches us no more of a judgment to come, WM. 
than -unaſſerted reaſon teaches us. If he deſigns WM 1 
Here to inſinuate, that the chriſtian revelation carries Wl « 
the evidence for a future judgment higher than in 
reaſon it ought, and that we have not ſufficient au- 
thority to ſupport our faith of a judgment to come, 
as it is expreſly declared in the goſpel of Chriſt, vis. 
that he is to be our judge; for to ſay of any evidence, 
that it is higher than reaſon, the meaning may be, 
that there is 10 reaſon in the evidence, or that the 
evidence is not rational; I ſay, if this be the au- 
thor's meaning (as I believe it is from what he has 


already ſaid on this ſubject, and from what he fays 


n 


I 


u the following paragraph, * © that when men 
are frequently told that they can have no certain- 
ty of a future judgment and retribution but from 
« revelation, which is the ſame as to ſay, that they 
can have no certainty at all: We can have no 
certainty of Chri/?'s being our judge but from re- 
velation ; and therefore, according to our author, 
we can have no certainty of it at all.) This he muſt 
prove, which I think he has not yet done. When 
chriſtians believe that God will judge the world by 
Jeſus Chriſt, and build this their faith on his ſole 
authority for it, they do not carry the evidence of 
a future judgment higher than in reaſon they ought, 
and are firmly perſwaded that this is the higheſt rea- 
ſon, and the only original evidence they can poflibly 
have of it. And I can aſſure our author, that chri- 
ſtians like not their religion ever the worſe for its be- 
ing a rational religion, or a religion perfectly agree- 
able to the principles of eternal reaſon, tho' many 
of the important truths it contains cannot be 7hus 
diſcovered ; for its being a religion that will bear 
the ſevere ſcrutiny of impartial reaſon, and that 
this highly approves of it, and is always able to 
defend it. | | 
Our author adds in the cloſe of this paragraph, 
indeed <ohen a ſecond evidence is added to a jirſt 
in witnefling to the ſame truth, this may be ſaid 
* to carry the evidence for that truth higher or 
* farther, than when either of thoſe evidences 
** ſtood jingle and alone; and in this ſenſe revelation 
may be ſaid to carry the evidence for a future 
judgment higher, or farther than reaſon, as the 
divine teſtimony is added to the evidence ariſing 
from reaſon, and both join iſſue in witneſſing to 

Page 192. 
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* the ſame truth,” Iis, no queſtion, true in ge- 
neral, that when a /econd evidence is added to a 
firſt, witneſſing to the ſame truth, this may be ſaid 
to carry the evidence for that truth higher or far- 
ther, than when either of thoſe evidences ſtood /in- 
gle and alone; but does our author believe, that 
as to the doctrine of a future judgment as diſcove- 
rable by reaſon, we have a ſecond evidence added to 
a firſt, or that we have, ſtrictly ſpeaking, a divine 
revelation to confirm what reaſon teaches us on this 
head, as he would, no queſtion, have us believe ? 
And I am the rather inclined to think, that he does 
not believe that a ſecond evidence is added to a 
firſt in this caſe, or that we have Zo evidences for 
the truth of this propoſition, that God noill judge 
the world; becauſe he here argues ex hypothej 
«© when'a ſecond evidence is added to a e; 
that is, when this is the caſe, then, &c. And thus 
he argues in what follows, in this caſe, that is, on 
ſuppoſition we have a firf and ſecond evidence, 


« future judgment higher or farther than reaſm, 
b as the divine teſtimony is added to the evidence ari- 
ing from reaſon, and both Join iſſue in oitneſſng 
sto the ſame truth; that is, if J underſtand our 
author, if reaſon gives evidence to a future judg- 
ment in general, or that God will judge the world; 
and God gives teſtimony to it by expreſs revelation ; 
then, in his caſe, the evidence for a future judg- 
ment is carried þ; ber and farther than reaſon. How 
conſiſtently he ſays this with what he had juſt be- 
fore faid, ** that revelation is ſo far from carrying 
e the evidence for a future judgment higher than 
** reaſon, that it rather borrows, or derives its on 
9 ſtrength from it, muſt be left to the — 
5 F 


« revelation may be ſaid to carry the evidence for a 


. 


of the impartial reader. But, not to inſiſt on this, 
the teſtimony of God, it ſeems, is to be regarded, 
and has its proper weight, whenever there is a fir 
evidence to ſupport it; but if we have only one evi- 
dence of the truth of this propoſition, that Chriſt is 
11 be our judge, viz. the teſtimony of God himſelf, 
and reaſon could not diſcover this antecedent to his 
teſtimony, then in this caſe the teſtimony of God 
himſelf is not at all to be regarded, if we will believe 
our author ; © for if this could not be diſcovered by 
* reaſon, then much leſs could it be diſcovered by re- 


'« welation ; and to jay that we have no certainty of 


e this but from revelation, is the ſame as to ſay, 
* that awe can have no certainty at all. Theſe are 
our author's principles; he ſpeaks indeed only of a 
future judgment in general, but his defign, I think, 
as the judicious reader will obſerve, is to expoſe the 
doctrine of a future judgment, as declared in the 
poipel viz, that Chriſt is to be our judge; and if 
is aſſertions are true, he quite overthrows the doc- 
trine of a judgment to come, as taught by our Lord; 

but theſe he has nat yet proved. | 
And J am fully perſwaded, that if ten perſons, 
or a much leſs number, whom our author really 
thought perſons of ſingular integrity, ſhould give 
evidence in a matter of fact, which he could not 
poſitively diſcover by the mere force of his reaſon, 
he would give credit to their reſtimony; and yet 
the teſtimony of God himſelf, it ſeems, is not to be 
regarded, unleſs, prior to his Zeſtimony, he could 
diſcover by reaſon what he declares or atteſts ; and 
if ſo, I think it neceſſarily follows, that the teſti- 
mony of men is more to be regarded and de- 
pended upon, than the teſtimony of God him- 
lelf, who is unchangeably true and faithful, and 
cannot poſſibly deceive us. Our author ſhould 
| prove, 
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mony is not io he regarded, unleſs reaſon could, pri- 


or to his teilununy, difcover what he atteſts and 
declares ; and when he has done this, he will prove 


what an excellent advocate he has been for the true 
goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, and what a great regard he 


has had for the doctrine of a future judgment, as 1 


it is one of the peculiar and diſtinguiſhing doctrines 
of it, and how conſiſtent he is with himſelf, I 
ſhall beg leave to recommend to his ſerious conſi- 


deration the following paſſage of the great Mr. 


Loc, © Where (lays that excellent writer) the 


e principles of reaſon have not evidenced a propoſition | 


« 7o be certainly true or falſe,” (as that, for inſtance, } 


of Chriſt being appointed to be the univerſal judge 


of the world) © ere clear revelation, as anther 


« principle of truth, and ground of aſſent, may d. 


* termine, and ought to determine our ent x. 


— 


tion, is nothing to his purpoſe, and ſerves only to 
puzzle and confound his unwary readers: For ſup- 
poſing that a future judgment is not an arbitrary 
<« inſtitution, and that it is part of the origins 
* ſcheme of providence,” and highly fit and reaſona- 
ble, which has been granted ; yet pray how docs 
this prove that the /o/e rule of judgment, or of God's 
proceedings with all mankind, is the moral law, 0 
the law of nature? If any have been favoured 
with the ſupernatural diſcoveries of the divine will, 
the rule of the final judgment, with reference 1 


fuch, will take in Zheſe alſo, as I have proved; and 


Chriſt, as a righteous judge, will reward or puniſh 


® See Le#'s human underſtanding, lib. iv. ch. xviii. 
them, 


prove, that if we have but one evidence, tho! | | 
the evidence be God himſelf, that his divine teſti. 


I ſhall only obſerve under this head, that what 
our author has ſaid in the cloſe of this fifth Sec- 


771 

them, either as they have obeyed or diſobeyed 
hem. If any have had only the /aw of nature for 
their guide, 7h/s, with reference to them, will be 
the ſole rule of the final judgment, and they ſhall 
de rewarded or puniſhed, as they have lived in obe- 
lence or diſobedience to it; ſuch a different pro- 
cedure with perſons who have been under ſuch dif- 
ferent diſpenſations, being highly fit and reaſona- 
ble, And thus I have diſtinctly conſidered what 
our author has given us in his three propoſitions, as 
the ſum and ſubſtance of the true goſpel of Feſus 
(brit, Tis very obſervable, Mr. Chubb has here 
given us a ſhort ſyſtem of morality, which I grant 
van efſential branch of the chriſtian revelation, and 
that all the peculiar dactrines and precepts of it are 
manifeſtly deſigned to promote it, and to raiſe us to 
bigher degrees of virtue and holineſs; but 'tis very 
ſurpriſing that one who undertakes to vindicate the 
true goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, and profeſſes himſelf an 
advocate for real chriſtianity, ſhould expunge out 
of his ſyſtem the mediatorial ſcheme, which com- 
prehends all the diſtinguiſbing doctrines of chriſtia- 
mty as ſuch. 

I ſhall beg leave to recommend to his ſerious 
peruſal the following paſſage in Mr. Chapman's 
excellent anſwer to the moral philoſopher, p. 421, 
422, © Let the Yeſtament ſay what it will of the 
* drines or precepts of chriſtianity, we can truſt it 
no farther (it ſeems) in any point, than where our 


| reaſon ſees the truth of the thing from its own for- 


mer ſtock of ideas. And even the moral parts of 
it, thoſe which you will pleaſe to admit into your 
© lyſtem, muſt not be received implicitely, be- 
a cauſe they are delivered in this boot, or becauſe 
they are written laws of God, and coming ſuper- 

naturally 
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* naturally from him, but merely becauſe our 1044 
«© ſon pronounces them right and gocd, and found- 
< ed viſibly in the natural revelations and fitneſſes of 
things: and to us by this ſcheme it would be juſt 
*© the ſame thing, if we had found them in Cicero 
and Pluturch. We ſhould believe and obey them 
* in both caſes upon juſt the fame principles, with 


as little regard to perſonal authority in one as in | 


*< the other; and as we follow theſe two great au- 
* thors only in doctrines, which we judge to be 
e true and reaſonable, ſo are we now, it ſeems, to 
* take the ſame liberty with thoſe under the name 
of Chriſt and his apo/tles ; and whatever we find 


* coinciding with our notions in natural religion, 


e that alone are we obliged to obſerve as genuine 
&©& chriſtianity, and need not be convinced at all 
e with any other articles: fo that in ſhort, by your 
“ ſcheme, we may learn chri/tianty as well with: 
*« out the teſtament as with it. We may only i- 
te pe as you do, that Chri/? and his apoſtles taught 
* a ſyſtem of pure diſin, and then tis but form- 
*« ingaſyſtem of dez/42 from our own heads, and an 
& orthodox chriſtzan religion is produced at once. 
*© Take only the common ſenſe and reaſon of man- 
© kind for the ſtandard of true chriſtianity, and 
«*« then it is cleared up at once; for then you may 
“learn chriſtianity as well without book as 401th it; 
« and moral fitneſſes delineate and fix it immeds 
40 ately.” 


CHAP 


AV: 
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CHAP. VII. 


Remarks on the author's ſixth ſection, con- 
cerning hiſtorical facts being no part 0 


the Goſpel; and of the apoſtles publi 


ing to the world their private opinions. 


UR author in the preceeding ſections having 

ſhewn us what is the true goſpel of Jeſus 
Grin, he, in this and the following ſections, ſhews 
us what is not the goſpel; and the firſt inſtance of 
what is not the rue goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt we have 
in page 43. The gofpel of Chri/t is not an hiſto- 
e rical account of matters of fact, as thus, Chriſt 
« ſuffered, died, roſe again from the dead, aſcend- 
« ed into heaven, &c. theſe are hiſtorical facts, the 
* credibility of which ariſes from the ſtrength of 


* thoſe evidences, which are or can be offered in 


« their favour, but then theſe facts are not the 
e goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, neither in whole nor in 


«c part.” * 


The word goſpel in its moſt reſtricted and limit- 
ed ſenſe, is good news, and our author in his rue 
goſpel vindicated * , tells us what he means by the 


goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, vis. © Thoſe glad tidings, - . 


** or that good news which Chriſt was in particular 
* and ſpecial manner ſent of God to acquaint the 


* world with, this, ſays he, I think is in the moſt F 


* ſtrict and proper ſenſe the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, 
and all that is that goſpel.” 


And is it not good news or goſpel, that Chriſt, 


as he himſelf tells us, laid deen his life for bis 
Page 1. | 
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fortiy after his reſurrection te aſcend into heaven, 


tbe manſions of eternal glory? Is not all this god 
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Herp; and gave his life à ranſom for many *? 
That his blood was the blood of the new teſtament, 
hed for the remiſſion of fins I? That he gave his 
fleſh for the life f the. world ? And that. he wha 
laid down his life for us, had power to take it a. 
gain? And to raiſe up the temple of his body on 
the third day after it was deſtroyed ? And that he was 


Zo prepare a place for all his faithful diſciples in 


news; and was not our Lord in a particular and 
ſpecial manner ſent of God to publiſh this to the 
world? Muſt not therefore theſe important truths 
be a part of the true gofpel-of Feſus Chriſt, ac- 
cording to our author's, definition of it ? And has 
he not as much evidence, that Chriſt was ſent 


of God to acquaint the world with his then ap- 


proaching /ufferings, death, reſurrection, and aſcen- 
en into heaven, as that he was ſent to teach them 
the neceſſity of acting agreeably to that eternal and 
unalterable rule of action which is founded in the 
reaſon of things, or govetning their minds and 
lives by the moral law; of refpenting in caſe of 
the violation of it; or ** that he was appointed 
s to be their judge, and to call them to account 
* of their actions, and to reward and puniſh them 
* in another life, as they behaved themſelves in 
* this +?” Is he not then, upon his principles, a5 
much obliged to believe the one as the other, and 


the goſpel as the latter, and eſpecially if he con- 
fiders how he hiniſclf has defined it? Theſe, fays 
our author, via. The ſufferings, death, reſur- 
cc rection, and aſcenſion of our Lord into heaven, 


* Matth. xx. 28. f Matth. xxvi. 28. + Page 6. 
10 are 


„ 
are Hiſtorical facts, the credibility of which ariſes 
« from the ſtrength of thoſe evidences which are or 
« can be offered in their favour ;but that theſe facts 
are not the goſpel of Chriſt, neicher in whole nor in 
furt. Here I muſt beg leave to differ from him; 
for fince the great truths contained in them are good 
news; and ſince Chri/t was ſent in as particular and 
ſpecial a manner to acquaint the world with them, 
as to acquaint them with what our author allows to 
be the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt ; theſe, if his own 
definition of the - goſpel is juſt, muſt be a very 
conſiderable part of it. I do however allow, that 
theſe parts of the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, which 
he ſuppoſes not to be fo, have a relation to, and 
are deſigned to inforce the obſervance of the na- 
tural den; which was the great end of our Saviour's 
divine miſſion, And the ſame may be ſaid of thoſe 
poptive duties he has expreſly inſtituted ; all which 
? have a direct tendency to ſtrengthen the obliga- 
) WH tions of the /aw of nature, and to advance man- 
e kind by the practice of virtue and holineſs, to that 
0 Wi fate of perfection and happineſs in the next life, 
If tor which the author of the univerſe deſigned 
d them, for executing the purpoſes of his providence; 
nt in this part of the creation, our life — 

n WF 2 ſtate of probation for Hat. | | 

in Now though theſe are hi/torical facts, yet I 


a Wh muſt defire him to obſerve, that our Lord and 


nd WF his apoſtles never conſidered them bare'y as ſuch, 


of but in a double view, vg. as proofs of his divine 


mſſion, and as important truths to be believed and 


embraced by all chriſtians. | 


death, but acquainted us, that the new teſtament or 

covenant was founded in bis blood; and that this was 

ſhed for the remiſſion of ſms, he preached not. 
8 


ere being 


Our Lord not only preached concerning his: 


noly | 


82 J 
only concerning his reſirrection, but he taught us, 
that he <oas the reſurrection and the life; and that, 
aloe ver believeth on him, ſhould not periſh, but hav | 

everlaſting life; and that, whoever believeth on him 
ſhall never die; or as it is in the original, tall aut 
die for ever *; and that he will raiſe him at the 
laſt day. He not only preached of his aſcer/ivn 
into heaven, I aſcend to my Father and your Father, 
to my God and your God; but he aſſured them, 
that he was going bo prepare à place for them; 
| and if I go away, I will come again and receive 
| wou to myſelf, that where I am, there ye may be al- 


1 % ; 1. e. to continue with me for ever in the full 
participation of myeternal glory and happineſs. Since | 
4 then Chri/t founds the remiſſion of fins on his death, 
| and the future happy re/urreF:on of good chriſtians, } 
| and their admiſſion into heaven, on his glorious reſut- 


* 
. 


rection and triumphant aſcenſion thither, as the 

bt foundation of their hopes of pardon, and a glorious } 

it immortality in their entire perſons ; theſe h:/tori- | 

bt cal facts, are alſo important doctrines of the goſpel, 
and are therefore, though not the whole, yet a very 
confiderable part of it. 

But how does our author prove, that the fore- 
mentioned h:/torical fats, viz. that Chriſt ſuffered, 
died, . roſe from the dead, and aſcended into hea- 
ven, are not the goſpel, neither in 200 nor in part? 
He endeavours to prove this from Lufee vn. 22. 

0 your way, and tell John, what things ye late 
feen ; the lame walk, the lapers are cleanſed, the 
deaf hear, the dead are raijed, to the poor the ge- 
fel is preached: but how does this prove that 
the forementioned hr/torical facts, wiz. that Chrij! 
ſuffered; died, roſe again, and aſcended into hei- 
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ven, are not the goſpel; neither in 2ohoſe nor in 
fart, ? Does it follow, that becauſe Chriſt gave 
ſuch an anſwer. to the diſciples of John the Baptiſt, | 
as was ſufficient to convince them, upon a little 11 
reflection, that he was the promiſed Meſſiah, and 4 
perfectly anſwered the charadeors that were given 
of him under the former diſpenſation ; that there- 
fore his death, reſurrection, and aſcenſion, were 
really no part of the goſpel ? Here we fee, ſays 
our author, the goſpel was preached to the poor 1 
Aby Chriſt himſelf, antecedent to the tranſactions N 
© I refer to; and therefore theſe facts, nor any 
daoctrines founded upon them, cannot be any 
part of the goſpel *.” Tis not eaſy to fay pre- 
ciſely what are the tranſactions our author here re- 
fers to; if he refers to the hiſtorical facts, viz. of 
Grift's ſufferings, death, reſurrection, and aſcen- 
ſun into heaven, theſe contain, as I have ſhewn, 
ſome of the moſt important doctrines 4 chriſtiani- 
ty, and are a very conſiderable part of the goſpel, 
as I have proved from his own definition of it; but 
if he refers only to what our Saviour ſaid to John's 
diſciples, Go your way, and tell Fohn what things ye 
bave ſeen and beard, how that the blind fee, the lame 1 
walk, &c. theſe hiftorical facts, I grant, are not, 1 
firitly ſpeaking, a part of the goſpel, as the for- 1 
mer are; and pray whoever ſaid that they were? | 
| tho they are the principal external proofs of Chriſ?'s 
vine miſſion to be our inſtructor and guide to eter- 
nal life, or to ſave mens ſouls, which is emphati- 
ally the ,good news, or the goſpel. $175 
But, fays our author, * © the working of mira- 
cles, and preaching the goſpel to the poor, are 
by Chriſt conſidered and repreſented as two dif- 
*. Page 44. 1. 
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<« ferent things; tho' the working of miracles is | 
not preaching the doctrine of life and falvation, and | 
declaring the gracious terms of it, and is not ſo 
conſidered and repreſented by our bleſſed Lord; yet | 
our author knows very well, that the foremention- 
ed miracles, and preaching the goſpel to the poor, 
were conſidered and repreſented by our Saviour in 
one -View, VIS, as proofs of his divine miſſin. He 
knew alſo, that there 1s a wide difference between 
theſe hi/torical facts, that Chriſt ſuffered, died, roſe | 
from the dead, and aſcended into heaven, and hi 
cleanſing the lepers, giving fight to the blind, feet 1 Ml 
the lame, and life to the dead; the former were ſo il 
eminently a part of the goſpel, that Chriſt himſelf, | 
as I have proved, founded the -pecuhar and diſtin- | 
guiſhing doctrines of chriſtianity upon them; the 
latter cannot be ſaid to be a part of the goſpel, 
taken in its moſt reſtrifed and limited /enſe, 
tho they ſupported his pretenſions, and vindicated 
his character, and proved, to all unprejudiced minds, 
that he was ſent by God to be our inſtructor and 
guide to eternal life, which was emphatically the 
goſpel, and the beſt news that ever reached out 
world. Our author then, without the leaſt ſha- 
dow of reaſon, aſſerts, that the h:/torrical fad 
mentioned in Luke vii. 22. nor any other doc- 
«*. trines founded upon them, can be any part if 
the goſpel; our Lord's divine miſſion (as he him- 
ſelf aſſures us, and therefore our author in his 
own Principles is obliged to believe it) being found 
ed upon it; For the works that I do, ſays our Saul. 
our, they bear witneſs of me, that the Father hat! 
ſent me. And this, (vlg. Chriſt's miſſion from the 
Father) I have proved, is an efſential and emninel 
branch of it; and if this propoſition, that Corif 
was 
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was ſent by God to be our guide to eternal life, and 
to ſave mens ſouls, is good news, or goſpel, tho 
we have not ſufficient evidence to ſupport it, then 
every thing is Chriſt's goſpel which weak or ignorant 
* or artful men ſhall take upon them to call by that ve- 
© nerable name. And whether we have ſuſſicient 
evidence of the truth of this, according to our au- 
thor, as great an advocate as he pretends to be for 
the true goſpel of Jeſus Chrijt, the reader will 
judge from what he fays of his miracles ; theſe, 
+ fays he, are facts proper to awaken the at- 
© tention of his hearers, and to give weight to his 
* preaching and miniſtry.” But pray how could 
theſe give weight to his authority and preaching, if 
no ſuch miracles were ever performed, as our au- 
thor ſeems to ſuſpect ? The hiſtory of theſe facts, 
* when <oell atteſted, may be offered as an evidence of 
* Chriſt's miſſiun: But then he adds, This hiſtory, 
*2s far as it is a hiſtory of facts only, can be no 
part of that miſſion,” and whoever faid that it 
was? tho' it may be ſaid with propriety and truth, 
that theſe hiſtorical facts, which were as well at- 
teſted as any matters of fact ever were, or can be, 
carry with them ſufficient evidence, to unprejudi- 
ced minds, of the truth and the _ of his 
miffion ; and our author ſeems to allow this, ichen 
they are «well atteſted. He ſhould then have proved, 
that they are not well atteſted, or that we have not 
ſufficient moral certainty of the truth of the facts, 
and then. he would have overthrown the faith of 
all hiſtory, and muſt believe, that nothing was ever 
done in the world that he did not ſee with his own 
eyes; and at the fame time have proved, beyond 
all contradiction, what an inconſiſtent chriſtian he 
Page 50, Page 44. 
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is, in aſſerting that our Lord 7eſus Chri/t was tent 
of God to be our inſtructor and guide, * when he 
takes away the principal external evidence we have 
of the truth of his miſſion, as I think he plainly 
does. + © For tho' Chriſt's doctrine, ſays our au- 
* thor, was exactly conformable to our natural no- 
tions of things, and therefore when confidere 
* alone, it was worthy of all acceptatian ; yet when 
eto this was added a divine character, and it came 
recommended as the word of God, this natural- 
* Iy brought it home to the minds of men with 
much greater weight and power than otherwiſe 
it would have come; at leaſt, this was moſt libe- 
y to be the caſe with the leſs conſidering part of our 
© ſpectes, and ho are much the greater ou of man- 
* kind.” The judicious reader will here obſerve, 
that our author argues only ex hypothefi, on ſuppo- 
ſition that theſe miraculous facts were added to a 
d&vine character; and that ſuppoſing this to be the 
caſe, yet if Chriſt's doctrine, thus recommended, 
came with more weight and authority than it would 
otherwiſe have come, it would be with le 44% con- 
fidering part of our ſpecies, which are the much great- 
er part of mankind. * I do not, fays he, I here- 
e by charge myſelf with the proof of the facts be- 
© forementioned, neither do I enter into thoſe que- 
« ſtions, 272. whether theſe facts were a ſtrict | 
* and proper proof of the d/vinify of Chriſt's mil- 
e ſion; or whether, when all things are taken in- 
* to the caſe, they carry with them the higher 
© degree of probability, that they were wrought by 
* the power of God, rather than by the agency of 
<* any other being, theſe are points beſides my pre- 
t ſent purpoſe.” It ſhould not have been fo ; for 


Page 37. + Page 52. 1 Ibid. 1 


[87 ] 
it is pretty extraordinary, indeed aſtoniſhing, that 
one, who ſets himſelf up to be an advocate for the 
true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, ſhould tell us in ſo ma- 
ny words, that tis beſides his preſent purpoſe to charge 
hmfelf Toth the truth of the nuraculous facts, and 
to ſpeak in ſo fight a manner of them; eſpecially, 
| when he had before aſſerted, that Jeſus Chrijt was 
ſent of God to be our guide and inſtructor & and 
our Lord himſelf, whoſe words he there exhorts 
us 40 truft to, and rely upon, appeals to his miracles 
as the principal external 5M. of the truth of his 
dvine miſſion and authority. If our author be- 
leres what he ſays, and that Chr; was really ſent 
F God, I cannot imagine what foundation he has 
for his faith; eſpecially, ſince he cannot pretend 


that this is diſcoverable by reaſon ; and conſequent- 


ly, according to his way of reaſoning, much leſs 
can it be diſcovered by divine revelation, © * It, 
* ſays he, the doctrine of a future judgment could 
not be diſcovered by reaſon, much leſs could it 
be diſcovered by divine revelation.” And muſt 
not our author, if he would be conſiſtent, ſay the 
very ſame of Chriſt's divine miſſion? And he ar- 
gues ex Tae concerning the miracles of our Sa- 
viour to the end of the ſeventh ſection; ©* Admit- 
ting, ſays he, they were really wrought as the 
* hiſtory ſets forth, then they naturally tended, 
not only to draw the multitude about our Lord, 
* but alſo to call in their attention to what he had 
to offer to them, and carefully to conſider the 
truth and reaſonableneſs of it. And as Chriſt re- 
© preſented himſelf as a meſſenger ſent from God, 
„ to theſe facts were likely to be of weight upon 
the minds of the people in that reſpect (i. e. as 


Page 37. + Page 190. 
4 our 
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our author had before explained himſelf, upon the 
leſs conſidering part of the ſpecies) © to ſce a man 
* exerciſe ſuch power, as was greatly ſuperior to | 
* any power that is ordinarily found amongſt men, | 
* which power was employed in inſtantly giving | 
< ſight to the blind, hearing to the deaf, feet to | 
* the lame, ſtrength ta the weak, health to the 
« ſick, life to the dead, and the like; and that 
* in the ſupport of a doctrine which is exaQtly 
* conformable to our natural notions of things, 

' * which is founded in truth and reaſon, and which 
| eis greatly ſubſervient to the preſent and future 


% well-being of mankind ; this, ſurely, mult lead 
« men to reflection and conſideration; and thoſe 
e facts muſt have weight upon the minds of the 
t ſpectators,” (no queſtion, if we will believe our 
author, on ſuch of them as were the leſs conſider- 
ing part of our ſpecies) ** and carry with them at 
* leaſt the face of a probability, that they were 
* wrought by the power of God, rather than by 
* the agency of any other being, and as ſuch, 
** were evidences of Chriſt's divine miſſion.” 

This may amuſe and deceive his unguarded read- 
ers. He does not pretend to ſay, that the miracu- 
lous facts were wrought as the hiſtory ſets forth, 
but that only, admitting that they were, then they 
naturally tended, &c. and that as Chrift repreſented 
himſelf as a meſſenger from God, to theſe facts were W* 
likely to be of weight upon the minds of the peo- W* 
ple in that reſpeft ; and that when any faw a man . 
exerciſe ſuch power as was greatly ſuperior 70 4 
fotorr that is * ordinarily found among men, in In 

2 ſupport «1 
Pray what does our author mean by Chrif?'s gry ive ſuch a . 
* 


power as was greatly ſuperior to any power that is ordinari found 


among men ? Surely he docs not deſign to inſinuate that there ever 
| were 
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port of a doctrine exactly conformable to our 
wtural notions of things, this ſurely muſt lead 
men to reflection and conſideration, and theſe facts 
muſt carry with them at leaſt he face of a proba- 
li, that they were wrought by the power of 
Cod, and as ſuch, were evidences of Chriſt's di- 
ine miſſion. His meaning plainly is that they were 
{ to thoſe that apprehended the miracles were 
wrought, and wrought by the power of God, 1. e. 
ts the leſs confidering part of our ſpecies. This way 
o writing is ſurely not conſiſtent with the ſimpli- 
dy of that goſpel he undertakes to defend, nor 
vith that /erzous regard to a future judgment he re- 
commends to his examiners. Our author ſhould 
ic be diſproved the miraculous facts here mention- 
if ad if he could, or have ſhewn, that admitting they 
r- Were really wrought as the hiſtory ſets forth, yet 
at that theſe, thus circumſtanced, 1. e. as wrought in 
lupport of a doctrine that ſo manifeſtly tends to the 

gory of God, and the good of mankind, were not 
a ſufficient proof to the more conſidering part of our 
prcres, that they were really wrought by the power 
df God, and not by the inviſible agency of any 
mt beings; and that they did not prove Chriſt's di- 
ne miſſion. This our author declines, and tells us, 
that admitting theſe facts were really wrought 
as the hiſtory ſets forth, then they naturally tend- 
ed not only to draw the multitude about our 
Lord, but alſo to call in their attention to what 


nan he had to offer to them, and carefully to conſi- 
any | | 
4 ere any that had equal power with Chrif to work miracles, not 


| mmiſnoned by him: if be means this, our author cannot, conſi- 
port atly with his own principles, believe this, becauſe Jes Chriſt him- 
{ told thoſe among whom he wrought his ſtupendous miracles, 


ſuch 2 Wat he had dene the works which nene other men did, John 
found Wh; 24. | | 


e cet 
| | der 


2 
&« der the truth and reaſonableneſs of it: And to 
"tft * {ce a perſon exerciſe ſuch power, as was gteat- 
1. ly ſuperior to any power that is ordinarily found 
* amongſt men, in ſupport of a doctrine which 
* was exactly conformable to our natural notions 
<« of things, carried with it at g the face of 4 
e probability, that they were wrought by the power 
* of God, and 2s ſuch, or , ſo, were evidences of 
© Chriff's divine miſſion.“ But ſince Chriſt's divine 
miſſion could not be diſcovered by reaſon, and much 
lets by divine revelation, according to our author's 
way of reaſoning, how theſe miraculous fats, tho 
wrought by the power of God, could, even os WM 
fuch, upon his principles, be evidences of Chrift' 
di vine miſſion, I profeſs I cannot imagine, and muſt 
leave this to the judgment of the impartial reader. 
From the whole we ſee, that theſe Hiſtorical 
fats, vis. Chriſt's ſufferings, death, reſurrection, 
and aſcenſion into heaven, are really a part of the 
goſpel ; for they contain in them glad tidings, and 
be. cas ſent of God to acquaint the world with them ; 
and *tis obſervable, our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 
founds the diſtinguiſhing doftrines of chriſtianity ap- 
on them. 
As for the other hiftorical facts mentioned by 
. our author, vix. Chrift's healing the ſick, giving 
[4] | fight to the blind, feet to the lame, and life to the 
1 dead, theſe contain a very conſiderable part of the 
external evidence of the truth of Chriſt's miſſion, or 
of his being ſent of God to ſave mens ſouls, which 
(our author being judge) is true goſpel ; but it can- 
not be ſo, abſtracting from the evidence we have of 
Chriſt's miſſion ; and the truth is, without this, 
this propoſition, © that Chriſt was ſent of God 1 


ſave mens fouls, and to prevent their bringing god 
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© and laſting miſery upon themſelves, would be fo 
fir from being good news, cr goſpel, that it would be 
1 mere fable. 

But our author tells us, “ that the working of 
„ miracles, and preaching the goſpel, are conſider- 
«ed and repreſented by Chriſt as two different 
| © things &.“ I grant that the working of miracles 
s not preaching the goſpel, or declaring the terms 
o our acceptance and ſalvation; what then? May 
not the miracles, tho' they cannot be ſaid, /?ri&ly 
peaking, to be a part of the goſpel, in our author's 
knſe of the word goſpel, yet they may be truly 
fud to contain in them the principal external evi- 
tice of the truth of Chriſt's divine miſſion to /ave 
mens fouls, which is, in our author's ſenſe, empha- 
ically the goſpel. And pray how does it follow, 
lat becauſe Chri/? repreſented and conſidered the 
working of miracles, and preaching the goſpel, as 


* two different things, that therefore miracles are no 
„nt of the goſpel ? They may be fo in the ſtrict- 
„; ene of the word geſpel, for any thing our au- 
0 thor has here ſaid to the contrary ; acting in con- 
" irmty to the eternal and unalterable rule of action 


which is founded in the reaſon of things, and re- 
mance, in caſe of the violation of this rule of 


b 

= nghteouſneſs, are conſidered and repreſented by our 
the author as two different things; may I not therefore, 
the W<ording to his reaſoning in this place, juſtly infer, 


chat repentance is no part of the goſpel, or acting 


Wounded in the reaſon of things? | 


ear He adds, . Beſides thoſe facts are ſuch as fal- 
his . ation are not primarily and inimediately, but only 
4% eandariꝶ and mediately concerned with.” I grant it, 


Page 43. + Page 45. 1 
1 


n conformity to that eternal rule of action which is 
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if he means only the facts mentioned in Luke vii, 22. 
But if by 2% facts he includes the /ifferings, acath, 
reſurrection, and aſcenſion of Chriſt, I deny that | 
the ſalvation of mankind is not primarily, and in. 
mediately, but only ſecondarily and med:atcly con- 
cerned with them, and have proved the contrary , | 
and our author would do well to conſider, that 
theſc are the important doctrines of the goſpel in 
the ſenſe of the ſacred writers: I declare unto you, Ml 
1 .. ays the great apoſtle, the goſpel aubich I preached Wl 
it unto yn, nhich alſo ye are ſaved; for I delivered WW 


| 

[| unto you firſt of all vrp6roio, in the fir/t place, a- 

1 mong the prime things, and as the principal doctrine. 

| x of the goſpel, That which I alſs received, hw that Wl 
| Chriſt died for our fins, according to the ſcriptures, 

| F and that be was buried, and that he roſe again ac- 


cording to the —— *, And thus again, 7% 
Chriſt uus raiſed from the dead according to my gi- 
ſpel T. And our author maſt allow, if he would 
be conſiſtent with himſelf, that Chriſt's death and 
reſurrection are a conſiderable part of the golpel, 
not only according to that excellent rule he has g- 
ven us I to decide any matter in diſpute, but from 
what he ſays, || © give me leave to remind my 
* readers, that to preach the goſpel, and to preach 
F * the dhctrines of repentance and remiſſion of fins is, 
N * in. Griſt's account the fame thing; for what he 
* calls preaching the goſpel at one time, he call 
© preaching the doctrines of repentance and rem. 
* fion of fins at another; thus Mark xv. 15. Aud 
« be ſaid unto them, go ye into all the oorld, and 
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e preach the goſpel to every creature, compared wit Wi 
« Luke xxiv. 46, 47. And he ſaid unto them, 1h 
it is ꝛoritten, and thus it beboved Chriſt to ſuf, MF 
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« ad to riſe from the dead on the third day, arid 
« that repentance and remiſfion of fins ſhould be preach- 
«el in his name among all nations. Here oe fee, 
ys our author, what Chriſt means by the goſpel, 
« or zohat that goſgel is which he commiſſioned, and 
« ent out his apoſtles to preach to the world, viz. it 
«s the doftrines of repentance and remiſſian of fins.” 
| If then; according to our author, ' theſe doctrines 
are a part of the goſpel, why not alſo the doctrines 
of Chriſt's ſufferings and death, and ri/ing again, 
which are mentioned in the former part of the 
verſe ? and that theſe are not as much a part of the 
rel, as the doctrines of repentance and renm ion of 
ſins in Chi 's name, both which are equally taught 
by our Lord, and in the very ſame place, I believe 
our author will not find it very eaſy to prove. 

I muſt defire him alſo :0 conſider, that Chriſt's 
coming into the world to ſave mens ſouls, or that he 
was ſent by God to be our zn/truffor and guide, as 
our author affirms “, is an h:/tor:cal fact: if then 
liſtorical facts are not the goſpel, neither in hole, 
nor in part, the forementioned propoſition is no 
part of the goſpel, contrary to what our author him- 
ſelf has taught us. And if any doctrines founded 
upon them cannot be any part of the goſpel, as he 
aſo aſſerts +, then the following important doc- 
tines, vig. of conforming our wal and lives to that 
rule of actian which is founded in the reaſon of things, 
of repentance for the remiſſion of ſms, can be no part 
« the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, contrary to what 

ur author himſelf aſſerts ; for theſe great truths, 
as recommended by Chriſt to publick conſideration, 
and, tis very obſervable, our author thus conſiders 
them ||, are all founded on the truth of this hiſto- 


* Page 37, | Page 44. f Page 19. || Page 18. | 
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rical fuck, dix. that Feſus Chriſt was ſent by Gol | 


has at once overturned not only the true goſpe|, 
but all that he himſelf has taught us; is that tri | 


fon, he is a very abſurd believer, for he believes it 


vered (if we will believe our author) by divine re- 


Ie 


to be our inſtructor and girzde in the way to eternal 
life, and our author builds his whole ſcheme oft 


goſpel doctrine upon the truth of it; and thus he 


goſpel; and no more regard is to be had to the{: 
important doctrines, as recommended by Chriſt, than 
as recommended by our author, or any one elle; 
for they are not to be regarded at all, as recon } 
mended by Chriſt to publick conſideration, any far- 
ther than reaſon itſelf could diſcover what our Lord 
himſelf delivered concerning them before he taught 
them, . 

From what has been ſaid, it is undeniably eri. 
dent, that if our author believes Chriſt's divine mij 


without the leaſt proof; for reaſon does not diſco. 
ver it, and therefore much leſs could it be difco- | 


velation; and ſince he could have no aſſurance in 
this caſe, he did ell in not charging himſelf will 
the proof of the miraculous fats, and in not entrim 
into theſe queſtions, <vbether thoſe fults were © a ſttid 
** and proper proof of the divinity of CHriſt. 
* miſjion, or whether, when all things are taken 
e into the caſe, they carried with them the hig 
* degree of probability, that they were wroug/t 
by the power of God, rather than by the agen- 
cy of any other being *.“ 

It he docs not believe it, he is a very abſurd uu. 
believer ; for he affirms, * that Feſius Chriſt was 
« ſent of God to be our guide and inſtructor, and 
* that we may be aſſured, upon good grounds, be 


Page 52. 
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will not deceive us “.“ But how our author 
ſhould know any thing of Chrif's divine miſſion, 
and that we have really ſuch an inſtructor ſent from 
God, fince even a divine revelation, on his princi- 
ples, can give him no aſſurance of what his own 
reaſon could not diſcover, prior to the revelation, 
cannot conceive. 

Thus our author having conſidered our Saviour's 
miracles, which he appealed to as ſo many external 
proofs of the divinity of his miſſion ; and which if 
he (viz. our author) would be conſiſtent, he muſt 
: allow to be fo, he next conſiders the writings of 
1 his ho apoſtles. What he ſays on this ſubject, is 
ſo far from raiſing their characters, that it manifeſt- 
ly tends to {jen their reputation, and /ink their cre- 
dit, whether he intended it or not, He tells us, that 
they defivered their private opinions +, tho he elſe- 
where talks of their being appointed and ſent 
* out by Criſt to preach the goſpel to the world, 
* and that Chr:/t gave it in charge to his apoſtles 
to publiſh the fame goſpel, v/z, that he preach- 
* ed to mankind t. And further tells us, that 
* Chriſt roſe from the dead, on purpoſe that he 
might commiſſion, and ſpirit, and ſend out his 
* apoſtles to preach the ſame doctrines, viz. the 
* doctrine of repentance, and the remiſſion of ſins 
to the reft of mankind|]; and that the promiſe 
© of the Father, or the enduing them with power 
from on high, as it conſiſted in working mira- 
cles, like as Chriſt. had done before, was made 
* good to them on the day of Pentecoſt .. 

That the apoſtles ſhould pretend to obtrude up- 
on the world their private opinions as the doctrines 


b. Page 37. + Page 46, 47, 48. f Page 49. | Page 34 
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of Chriſt, exceeds all be'icf, it being abſolutely in- 
conſiſtent with their e/tabliſhed charafers, They 


were perſons of ſingular integrity, and exemplarily 


holy in their lives and converſations ; honeſt and 
diſintereſted men, and bright examples of univer- 
fal righteonfnefs and goodneſs, as plainly appears 
from the whole of their hiſtory ; and their moſt 
malicious enemies had nothing material to object 
againſt the integrity of their conduct. And is it not 
very unreaſonable to think, that perſons of ſuch 
great ny of manners, and fo eminent for 
virtue and piety, ſhould be capable of ſuch a mon- 
ſtrous piece of villuny, as to pretend to impoſe upon 


"mankind at this rate? If they had been &naves e- 
nough to attempt this, would they have been ſuch 
Fools, as to have ventured to publiſh their particu- 


lar and private opinions, under the notion of a re- 


velation from God, when they had no * oor ldly in- 
tereſts to ſubſerve by it; nay, when they knew 
that they ſhould hereby not only expoſe themlclve: 
to hatred and contempt, to ignominy and reproach, | 


and to the moſt cruel perſecution and death ; in a 
word, to every thing that is moſt ſhocking and | 
terrible to human nature in %s life, but according 
to the doctrine they taught, to the eternal wrath 
and vengeance of God in the other, and hereby de- 


feat their hopes of a glorious immortality ? This ar- 


ment is ſo excellently urged by the late learned 
Dr. Clark +, that I ſhall beg leave to inſert what 
he ſays on this ſubject, * Tt is certain the apoſtles 


*. Laan. lib. v. cap. 3. Non enim quæſtus, & commodi grati, 
religionem iſtam comment ſunt ; quippe qui & præceptis, & eam n. 
tam ſecuti ſunt, quæ & voluptatibus caret, & omnia quæ habentur in 
bonis ſpernit; & qui non tantum pro ſide mortem ſubicrint, fed ctiam 
— eſſe ſe & ſeierint & prædixerint. | 

+ Vid. His evidences of natural and revealed religion, page 324. 

ec neither 
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te neither had, nor could have any defign of impo- 


« fing upon others; This 1s evident both from the 


nature of the things they did and ſuffered, and 
« from the characters of the perſons themſelves. 
They confirmed what they taught by ns and m7- 
© racles 3 they lived according to the doctrine th 
« preached, tho' tnanifeſtly contrary to all the in- 
* terefſts and pleaſures of this world, and which 
 &cervers can never be ſuppoſed to do; they died 
* with all imaginable cheerfulneſs and joy of mind, 
for the teſtimony of their doctrine, and the con- 
* firmation of their religion. They were innocent 
and plain men; men that had no bad ends to ſerve, 
© nor preferment to hope for in the world. Their 
* religion itſelf taught them to expect, not domi- 
* nion and glory, not the praiſe of men, not riches 
* and honour, not power and eaſe, not pleaſure 


| © nor profit ; but poverty and want, trouble and 


* vexation, perſecution and oppreſſion, impriſon- 
* ments, baniſhment and death. Theſe things 
* are not the marks and tokens of impoſtors. 
* Beſides, that they ſhould all exactly agree in their 
* teſtimony, and none of them be prevailed up- 
on, either by hopes or fears, to deſert their 
* companions, . and to diſcover the impoſtor, if 
there had been any, theſe things plainly ſhew, 
that their doctrine was more than human, and 
* not a contrivance to impoſe upon the world.“ 
And who in his wits can believe, that if the apo- 
ſtles had been ſuch vile impoſtors, as ſome are 
willing to repreſent them, that there would have 
been, notwithſtanding their ſeveral diſperſions, and 
the great diſtance they were frequently at from each 


"24 See alſo the moral charaQter of the apoſtles excellently vindicated 
in Fenkin's Reaſonableneſs of the chriſtian religion. Vol. I. Ch. xv. 
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cther, ſome of them being in Rome itſelf, the im- 
perial city; others in Per/ia ; others in Armenia; 
others in Parthia; others in Scythe ; others in I;- | 
din, and the furtheſt parts of the world ; and others 

beyond the Sea in the Britt Iſles : that there | 
would have been ſuch a + remarkable harmony in 
their doctrines, and with the doctrine of their bleſſed ! 
Lord and Maſter ? .Tho' therefore the apoſtles 
might in ſome inſtances deliver their private opinion, 
as St. Paul, no queſtion, ſometimes did; yet he 
did not deliver his prevate opinzon, when he 
expreſly declared, that he delivered the doctrines of 
Chrift, as he frequently aſſured thoſe to whom he 
writ that he did. He told the believing Corinthians, 
that what he taught them God had revealed by his Spi- 
rit: and we have received not the ſpirit of the world, 
but the fpirit which is from God; that wwe might 
knoww the things that are freely given to us of Gad; 
hich things alſo ae ſpeak, not in the words which 
man's wiſdom teacheth, but which the Holy Gbjt 
teacheth, And thus again, What I write unto you 
are the commandments of the Lord || : and again in 
his epiſtle to the Epheſians ; he tells them, That 
the = tery of Chriſt, which in other ages was nt 
made known to the ſons of men, is now revealed 
unto his holy apoſtles and prophets by the ſpirit t. And 
he calls the doctrine he taught, The Word of Gd. 
For this Cauſe, ſays he, thank we God without ce 
ing, becauſe when ye received the <vord of G04, 
which ye heard of us, ye received it not as ttt 


Vid. Euſeb. Demonſt. Evang. lib. 3. cop. - 

+ This is well urged by La#antius, Lib. v. Cap. 3. Her 
enim mendaciorum natura, ut caherere non poſſint : illorum autem . 
ditio, quia vera oft, quadrat undigue, ac fibi tota conſentit ; & ide 
per ſuadet, quia conſlanti ratione ſufſulia eſt. 

| *2 Cor. xiv. 37. 4 Gai. i. 11, 18. 


word 


„ 
wird 'of men, but as it is in trath the word of 
G. And to add no more, 1 certify to you, 
writing to the believing Galatians, that the goſpel 
which was preached of me, is not after mon, i. e. 
of mere human authority and invention; not my 
own private opinion; for I neither received it of 
man, neither was I taught it but by the revelation 


when St. Paul delivered his private opinion, and 
had no particular revelation, he was fo honeſt as 
to declare that he did fo. But to tbe reſt fpeak J. 
mt the Lord: tis my advice, not a command- 
mnt from the Lord, 1 Cr. vii. 12. and thus a- 
pin in the 25th verſe; Now concerning virgins, I 
mo commandment of the Lord: I have no ex- 
preſs command from Chriſt ; yet I give my Fudg- 
ment, as one that hath obtained mercy of the Lord to 
te faithful, Now who muſt we believe, St. Paul or 
our author? He himſelf ſhall decide the queſtion, 
* Wherever upon a fair compariſon, the greater and 
* lygher degree of probability lies, that ought in reaſon 
* to determine our judgments for or againſt that que= 
* ſton I; and fince there is a much greater 
degree of probability on St. Pauls fide, I think our 
mob ag determined in favour of St. Paul againſt 
elf. . 

I ſhall here beg leave to remind our author that 
dur bleſſed Saviour, 20h /e words he has taught us to 
truſt to, and rely upon, and who, due may be aſſured, 
upon good grounds will not deceive ust, promiſed to 


110 all truth ,aobich it concerned them as his apoſtles to 
no, and to publiſh to the world. Should teach them aft 


11. Oo ng 13. + Gal. i. It, 12. | Preface Page 12. 


H 2 things, 


of Yeſus Cbriſt p > And 'tis yery obſervable, that 
ul deli 


Is diſciples, That the ſpirit of truth ſhould guide them 
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things, and bring all things to their remembrance 
whatſoever he had ſaid unto them, and that he ſhoull 
ſhew them things to come . If then our bleſſed 
Saviour made good this promiſe to his apoſtles, 
as no 3 he did, for his words may be ſafely rely 
on, who that has not wholly lay aſide his reaſon, 
can be ſo ſtupid as to think, that the-apoſtles had 
not the extraordinary aſſiſtance here promiſed ? Or 
that they were thus affiſted to-publiſh their pri- 
vate opinions, and impoſe upon mankind-? If the | 
apoſtles were deceivers, and the greateſt impoſtors 
that ever lived, as they muſt certainly have been, 
if they delivered their private opinions under the no- 
tion of a drvine revelation, would our Saviour have 
ſaid, He that recerveth you, recerveth me; be that 
beareth you heareth me, and be that defpiſeth yu 
deſpiſeth me ? Would he, when he gave them 
a ſpecial commiſſion, and ſent them to preach tte 
goſpel to every creature ||, have endowed them with 
mraculous powers, as our author himſelf allows}, 
and enabled them to confer mraculous gifts on o- 
thers, on purpoſe to give weight to their doctrine 
and authority, and to ſupport their miſſion and cha- 
racter, that they might the more effectually propa- 
te their particular opinions, and deceive the world! 
And muſt not Chriſt himſelf on the preſent ſup- 
fition be an accomplice with them in impoſing up- 
on mankind ? Is not his moral character highly te- 
flected on, by ſuppoſing that he ſhould give ſo much 


countenance and incouragement to the greatet 


cheats and impoſtors ? I will not ſay that our au- 
thor deſigned to infinuate any thing like this, but 
I will venture to ſay, that this is one neceflary 


* TJobn xiv. 26. Chap. xvi, 13: + Mat. x. go. || Lute x. 16, 
Tt Mark xvi. 15. 
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conſequence of his doctrine, and that to reflect on 


— ,, 
— 


Fr the character of the apoſtles, who were commiſſion- 

> ed and ſent by him, and fo remarkably owned 

Y by the many inconteſtible and uncontrouled mira- 1 
des he enabled them to perform, is a manifeſt re- 
n, fection on him that ſent and ſupported them, and f 
ad dat Chriſt and his apoſtles muſt ſtand or fall to- N 
0: WT ether. 50 

i- I ſhall only farther obſerve under this head, 

he that ſhould any reflect on our author's moral cha- 

ors raffer, without any manner of reaſon ; and aſperſe 

en, and wlify him, on purpoſe to fink his reputa- 

10- ton, and undermine his great uſefulneſs, as an ad- 

we Wi vocate for the true goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, I am 

bat t to believe he would think, that nothing could 
de more unjuſt and wngenerous, and that they had 

em but little regard to truth and a future judgment and 

tie WY retribution, 

ith | 

::W__ 

0 e 

rine 
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Wi Remark he author h 

fup e on The au 207 S Yeaſonmg on t e 

ul ect of divine approbation or diſlike ; 


and on the ſufferings and mediation of 
our Lord Jelus Chriſt. | 


HE ſcope and deſign of our author in his 1 
xivth and xvith ſections, is to ſhew, that the 
xtrine of a Mediator reconciling us to God by 
s blood is contrary to reaſon. That Chriſt died, 


he. juſt for the unjuſt, that he might bring us to 
H 3 God 
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God *, that he put away ſin by the ſacrifice of hin. 
felf + 3 and that be bereby obtained eternal redemption 
for us: that be redeemed us to God by his blood +; 
and that by bim ve receive the atonement || ; that 
being made perfect through ſufferings, or being 


' - hereby conſecrated to his Tz office, he became 
0 
at 


l the author arrovs, the cauſe of eternal ſaluation, to 
1 all that obey him 8, and : appeareth now in the 
| preſence of God for us, or ever livetb to male in. 

| terceſſion for all that come unto God by bim-l. ; all this 
is abundantly evident from a variety of paſſages in 
the new teſtament, which ſpeak clearly and fully 
to this purpoſe, The author of the epiſile 
| to the Hebrews, who profeſſedly treats of this ſub- 
ect, largely proves from the whole frame of the 
1 levitical conſtitution, and from the facrifices under 

1 the law, which he expreſly aſſerts were types and 
ſadows; and particularly from the high prief's 
entring into the Holy of Holies, on the great day of 
expiation, with the blood of the flain facrifices, 
| there to intercede with God, or to appear before 
i the mercy-ſeat on behalf of the people, that our 
i Lord Jeſus Chriſt was the great high prieſt of ou 


/ 

| 

( 

; c 
profeſſion ; and that his death was a proper facii- WM « 
fice; that he was a far more excellent prieſt, and « 
1 that he offered a much more excellent ſacrifice ; and i y 
I that the effects of his ſacrifice and interceſſion, n 6 
| the virtue of it, were pardon and peace, freedom G 
of acceſs to God in the folemn duties of his wor- 
ſhip, and compleat redemption and falvation. The 
doctrine then of redemption by the blood of Ghrifh 
is ſcripture doctrine as plain as words can make it! 
and if this is contained in a divine revelation, aud 
By N. K 18, + DS. ix. 26. 1 Rev. v. 9. || Rom. v. Il 


$ Heb. v. 9. 4 Heb. vii. 5, 
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being fo that can be deſired, are we not obliged 
to receive and embrace it, even on ſuppoſition we 
could not fathom it, or fully comprehend the rea- 
fon of this wiſe and admirable contrivance of grace 
and mercy ? Can God reveal nothing to us, but 
what our weak and ſhallow reaſon is able perfectly 
to comprehend ? Is every thing fo plain and obvious 
in natural religion, that there is nothing in it which 
we cannot comprehend ? Is not reaſon loſt in the 


abſolute eternity of his exiſtence ? Are not the dif- 
penſations of his providence, and the reaſons of 
his proceedings with us, in a great many inſtances 
unſearchable by us, and paſt finding out, and per- 
taps deep and myſterious beyond the reach of finite 
minds? The doctrine then of redemption by the 
blood of Brit, or of his giving himſelf a ranſom 
fir us, may be true and ſupernaturally revealed, tho 
we were not able to aſſign the particular reaſons, why 
Cod in his infinite and unerring wiſdom, made 
choice of this wonderful method to fave us, and 
ſolve all the difficulties contained in it: and there- 
fore this Acrrine ought not to be rejected, unleſs 
vr have greater evidence that it is contrary to rea- 
4 — than we have of its being a revelation from 


But let us hear our author : I beg leave, ſays 
* he, * to obſerve, that it is agreeableneſs or diſa- 
* greealeneſs in any agent, which alone ren- 
ders that agent the object of divine afproba- 
tion or - na ; God does not approve or diſ- 
- approve from capricious humour, or arbitrary 
® Page 112. — ox 
H 4 « pleaſure; 


which has the moſt z/kytrions atteftations of its. 


contemplation of a neceſfary and wncauſed being; 
of the 1nfinitude and immenſity of his nature, and the 


»* 


Himſelf, the divine original, I grant alſo, that agree- 


perſonally agreeable, or diſapprove of thoſe who arc 


and all the happineſs included in it; and that the 
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* pleaſure; but from the real and intrinſic valuable. 
e neſs or unworthineſs of the object of ſuch his 
«© approbation or diſlike.” 155 

That God does not approve or diſatprove of per- 
ſons arbitrarily, or becauſe he will do fo, I allow; 
as alſo that he cannot but approve of what is truly WM 
valuable and excellent in them, and d:/approve of | 
the contrary ; this flows from the infinite rectirud: 
and perfection of his nature, who cannot but be 
pleaſed with whatever in his creatures is a copy of 


ableneſs or diſagreeableneſs in any agent, is the 
foundation of divine approbation and diſlile, and 
that God will never approve of thoſe who are not 


not ferſonally dijagreeable to him. I grant allo, that 
thole that repent of their fins, and live in ſincere obe- 
dience to all his laws, are ſo far pleaſing to God, that 
he highly approves of their conduct; but that even 
ſuch are ſo perſonally pleaſing. to God, and fo proper) 
zhe objects of his favour, as that their ſincere obe- 
dience to the law of nature (as the whole tendency 
of our author's reaſoning ſuppoſes) entitles them to 
his mercy and favour, and makes it neceſſary for him 
to pardon their frequent violation of it, and give 
them a claim of right to his forgiveneſs and tayour, 


wiſe ends of government may not make it proper for 
him, to make Chriſt the medium of extending hi 
pardoning grace and mercy to them, and advancing 
them to a glorious immortality, which the inf- 
nite benignity and goodneſs of his nature inclines 
him to beſtow upon them; here I muſt beg leave 
to differ from our author, and this he muſt prove, 
or he ſays nothing to the purpoſe. | 

8 I grant 


105 
I grant alſo that there is no other poſſible way 
in which Chriſt can be a Saviour to ſinners, but by 
his working a perſonal change in them *; or if by 
this phraſe our author means only, that univerſal 
holineſs and goodneſs is abſolutely neceſſary in the 
nature of the thing, as well as by the appointment 
of God, to qualify men for his approbation and fa- 
your, and the happineſs of the world to come; or 
that without holineſs no man ſhall or can ſee the 
Lird; our author adds, + Or rather by his 
% recommending ſuch momentous truths to their 
* conſideration, as when really attended to, would 
** diſpoſe and engage them to reform themſelves, 
* and work in them: It follows, Such a change as 
* would make them ceaſe to be the proper objects 
'** of divine reſentment and diſlike, and become per- 
« ſonally pleaſing to God, by being thereby the pro- 
per objects of his fovour. Here I muſt again 
leave to remind our author, that ſuch are not 
lo properly the objects of divine favour, as that they 
have @ claim of right to it; and that they are, 
notwithſtanding their repentance, ſtill obnoxious to 
the penal ſanction of that law they have wiolated ; 
and that though God approves of their repentance, 
et that they do not hereby fo far ceaſe to be the 
proper objects of divine diflike and reſentment, and 
become /o perſonally pleaſing to God, as to be hereby 


| Juſtly intituled to his forgiveneſs and favour, or even 


to an exemption from puniſhment, any more than a 
condemned rebel and traitor can by his repentance 
and reformation become intituled to the favour of 
his injured. ſovereign, or even to an act of indem- 
nity-and grace, His prince indeed cannot but ap- 
prove of his conduct, in repenting of his paſt re- 
* Page 115, Ibid. 
wu y bell;on 
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bellion and treaſon, and returning to his duty and all 


ance to him; and as a penitent he may be the c- 


gect of his approbation and perſonally pleafing to him, 


and yet wiſe ends of government may make it pru- 
dent and neceſſary to proceed againſt him as 2 
traitor, and to inflict the capital puniſhment the law 


denounces againſt High- treaſon. 


Though therefore God cannot but approve of 
repentance and reformation, and a fincere penitent 
is ſo far perſonally pleaſing to God, as that he a- 

es of his conduct, yet it does not follow, that 
he hereby neceſſarily becomes ſo properly an object 
of divine favour, as that he has a claim of right 
to it, or even to be exempted from deſerved puniſh- 
ment, much leſs to high privileges and favours ; and 
if upon his repentance and reformation he cannot, 
ſtrictly ſpeaking, merit the divine mercy and fa- 
vour, it muſt be an act of mere grace in God to par- 
don him; and if fo, he may forgive him on rab 


terms he pleaſes, and he is ſo far the proper object 


of divine favour, that without repentance he can 
never obtain it. If then mercy to the penitent is an 
act of free and unmerited favour, it neceſſarily fal- 
lows, that there is room for the exerciſe of it, on 
the goſpel plan, and God may extend his pardoning 
mercy to all repenting ſinners, and advance them to 
a happy immortality through the ſufferings and 


death of his fon ; and ſuch only are capable of mer- 


cy and eternal life. 
From the whole we ſee, that there is room for the 
mediation of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, in perfect con- 


ſiſtence with the principles of eternal reaſon. But, 


« ſays our author, * If our Lord Feſus Chrib 
would be a Saviour to mankind, Ee muſt reform 


* Page 117, 
cc them 
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* them, and muſt rightly direct their minds and 
les; very true; Becauſe there was no other 
« way in which he could render them perſonally 
« pleaſing to God, and conſequently no other poſ- 
« fible way in which he could be a Saviour to 
them.“ Our author would here have expreſſed 
himſelf much more agreeable to his declared ſenti- 
ments, if he had faid, becauſe there is no other 
way in which they could poſſibly render themſelves 
jerſonally pleaſing to God. And pray, who ſays that 
Chriſt could or would render ſuch as continue im- 
pemitent, and indulge themſelves in a vicious courſe 
of life, perſonally pleaſing to God? He adds And 
* conſequently no other way in which he could 
* be a Saviour to them.” If he means, that 
Chriſt could be a Saviour to none, but thoſe that 
repent of their fins, and reform their lives ; or that 
there is no poſſibility of obtaining the chri/tzan 
ſakvation and happineſs, without fincere repentance, 
and a thorough reformation and amendment of 
heart and life, I readily grant it : but if he means 
that Chriſt could not be a Saviour to mankind any 
other foffible way, then by teaching them the doc- 
tines of repentance, and obedience to the law of 
nature (including theſe doctrines) and thus reclaim- 
ing and reforming them; and that his /:ferings 

and mediation could not poſſibly be a means by 
the gracious appointment of God, to procure the 
acceptance of their repentance, and a bleſſed immor- 
tality, J cannot ſee but our author, on his own 
principles, may as properly be called a Saviour, 
s Chri/t himſelf ; eſpecially if any by reading his 
tract of the true gojpel, in which he ſhews the 
neceſity of acting agreeably to that eternal and unal- 
terable rule of action which is founded in the rea- 
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fon of things; of repentance for the remiſſion. of | 


fins from the awful conſideration of a judgment to 
come, ſhould be hereby awakened to repentance, 
and reclaimed from their ſins. 

He adds, If he, vz. Chrift, had lived to 
e the age of Merthyſelah, and had behaved in all 
e that time in the beſt and moſt perfect man- 
<< ner poſſible, and if he had died a death a thou- 
<« ſand times more painful and ſhameful than what 
6e he did, this might have rendered him in his own 
« perſon ſo much the more pleaſing and accept- 
sable to his father, as he hereby might become ſo 
much more the proper object of divine regard; 
e but this could not poſſibly render any other 
« perſon more or leſs pleaſing to God, becauſe 
c no other perſon could hereby become more 
<« or leſs the proper object of his favour,” I grant 
that no perſon can hereby become a more pro- 
per object of divine favour, on our author's ſu 


poſition; and provided he here ſpeaks of ſuch as 


live in impenitence, and indulge themſelves in a 


courſe of ſin and wickedneſs ; but if a perſon re- 


pents of his fins, and turns from them unto God, 


and cordially conſents to the gracious terms of the 
goſpel covenant, that ſuch A one cannot hereby 
become a more proper objeff of divine favour, or 
be hereby intituled to peculiar and diſtinguiſhing 
marks of it ; this I deny, and he has not proved: 
and our author would do well to conſider, that 
ſuch as willfully reject the goſpel method of fal- 
vation, viz. of repentance towards God, and faith 
in our Lord Feſus Chriſt, are ſo far from being 
the objec? of divine favour, and perſonally pleafing lo 


rr. 
him, 
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him, that they are quite the reverſe, and expref- 
iy excluded from it by our Lord himſelf, and 
from all the happineſs of a life to come: and 
he aſſures us, on whoſe words we may ſafely re- 
ly, that they are condemned already, that they ſhall 
mt fee life, and that the wrath of God abideth 
upon them, 

But our author tells us *, „what is perſonally 
* pleaſing in one agent, cannot poſſibly render ano- 
« ther agent pleaſing to God, becauſe that other 
does not thereby become the proper object of 
* it,” This is unqueſtionably true in general; and 
if our author means no more by it, than that the 
perſonal obedience of Chriſt unto death, will be of no 
benefit to ſuch as ob/znately perſiſt in a courſe of ans, 
this has been granted; but if he means, that 2½is 
may not be a means, by the gracious appointment of 
Gog, of procuring for /incere penitents ſpecial marks 
of bis favour, and that he may not confer the/e on 
ſuch through the death of his Son, this wants proof. 
He adds +, more eſpecially (what have we here to 
do with more efþecrally? Our author, no queſtion, 
knows beſt what he means by it) © if the latter be 
in himſelf per/onally diſplegſing to God, and is the 
proper object of his reſentment, which is the 
* caſe of vicious wicked men, antecedent to their 
* repentance and reformation,--and if wicked men 
* repent and amend their ways, then they, by this 
change, ceaſe to be perſonally diſpleaſing to God, 
and become in themſelves perſonally pleaſing to 
him, and the proper objects of his favour,” If 
he means that they are not, notwithſtanding their 
repentance, ſtill gailty before God, and, as /inners, 


L pfage 118. + Ilia. 


the 


© that by their repentance, they become in them- 


2 
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the proper objects of bis cerath ; this, as T hinted, 
he ſhould have proved, and not taken for grant. 
ed; and I have proved that they are. When he ſays, 


& ſelves perſonally pleaſing to God, and the pro- 
per objects of his favour.” If he means, that 
God approves of their conduct, this I have grant- 
ed; but if he means, that they hereby become ſo 
perſonally pleaſing to God, and ſo properly the ch. 
Jects of his favour, that God is abſolutely obliged to 
pardon them, and reſtore them to it, and advance 
them to a glorious immortality ;\ or, that it would 
be unjuſt in him to do otherwiſe; or, that he might 
not iu] puniſh them for their paſt frequent viole- 
tions of the lau of nature, he muſt prove it, which 
he has not yet done. I cannot ſee that our au- 
thor's conſequence is juſt, and conſequently, 
* that they do not need any thing that is perſo- | 
© nally pleaſing in another to make them ſo.” If 
he means to recommend them to the divine accep- 
tance and reward, and entitle them to that never- 
ending glory and felicity, which God, from his 
original goodneſs, 1s inclined to beſtow upon them, 
and which he has promiſed to beſtow on all that 
fincerely comply with the gracious terms of the 
g9ſpel-covenant, this our author muſt prove if he 
can. What Chriſt has ſuffered, may, according to 
the gracious appointment of God, be neceſſary tor 
the acceptance of their repentance, and for their ob- 
taining a bleſſed immortality, conſiſtently with the 
wiſdom of his government, and the honour of his 


laws, for any thing our author has ſaid to the con- 
trary. | 


page 118. . 
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But he tells us *, © that it is very abſurd, and 
« 4 ſhameful affront to the majeſty of heaven, 
« to ſuppoſe that God removes his diſpleaſure, and 
« takes into favour one agent for what was perſo- 
« nally pleaſing in another, becauſe this ſuppoſes 
him to act upon wrong and falſe principles. Ve- 
ry true, if God, for Chriſt's ſake, would remove 
his diſpleaſure from impenitent ſinners, and take 
fuch into favour, while they 04/tinately perfiſted in 
their daring ienbpiety and rebellion againſt him; if 
on account of what 7s perſonally pleafing in his Son, 
or his obedzence tunto * 7 take into fa 
vour all promi ſcuoiiſiy, and without any manner of 
regard to — — diſpofitions and — this 
indeed, as our author expreſſes it, would ſuppoſe 
him to act upon wrong and falſe principles; but pray 
who ſuppoſes this but himſelf, unleſs it be thoſe 
that miſunderſtand, or miſrepreſent the doctrine of 
Griſt's ſufferings? He tells us in what follows, 
A that the right behaviour and ſufferings of Chr:/# 
* have no manner of relation to any other perſon, 
* {0 as to be a ground or reaſon to God to ſhew 
* favour or kindneſs to that other perſon, than 
* colour has to ſound.” I grant it, if that other 
ferſon continues impenitent ; but if he truly repents 
of his fins, umfeignedly believes in him, and obeys 
lis goſpel, then he ſhall be juſtified by his blood, and 


Javed from wwrath through bim; and obtain the ſalva- 


lim which is in him with eternal glory. | 

Our author tells us in the cloſe of this ſection, 
That as to the ſaving mankind by imput- 
ed righteouſneſs, or the meritorious ſufferings, 
or the prevailing interceſſion of Chri/t + theſe 


Page 118. + J84. 


are doctrines which Chri/# never taught, and 
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and I am ſorry to obſerve that it was very un- 
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e are what Chriſt never pretended to ſave men 
„ by.” It may be fo, as ſome have explained 
them, and as our author /ippo/es they have ex. 
lained them, in this whole ſection, I am loth 
to ſay, the better to ſerve his purpoſe of expo: | 
ing theſe doctrines; and do, as he juſtly obſerve, | 
no queſtion, ſubvert the goſpel, if they teach that 
any ſhall be ſaved by the imputed righteouſneſs, ne- 
ritorious ſufferings, and the prevailing interceſſion o 
Chri/t, without perſonal holineſs, and a life of obe. 
dence and devotedneſs to God; theſe are dottrines in- 
deed which Chriſi never taught, and which no 4: 
vines have taught, who underſtood this controverſy; 


fair in our author to take the Antinomian explica- | 
tions of theſe doctrines, and to argue againſt them 
as ſcripture doftrines, Should I wilfully miſrepre- 
fent our author's ſenſe, and argue againſt my own 
miſtakes and miſrepreſentations, I believe he would 
think that he was hardly dealt with, and that! 
had not over much honeſty, But not to infiſt 
on this, he adds, * That the forementioned doc- 
< trines do naturally tend to weaken and take off 
ce theperſwaſive influence of the goſpel, and to ren- 
der it of none effect. I grant it, if we explain 
them as he,” and the Antinomians have done: they, 
by their wretched and deteſtible explications, have 
undermined natural as well as revealed religion, and 
made Chriſt the miniſter of ſin; and the language cf 
their doctrine and practice (at leaſt as to ſome of 
them) has been, let us continue in ſin, that grace 
may abound ;- and have quite forgot that St. Pas 
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was ſo far from deſtroying the obligations they were 

under to obſerve the natural lat, that he ſtrength- 
ens and confirms them; Do wwe then make void the 
w through faith ? He rejects the thought with a 
juſt indignation and abhorrence, God forbid ; yea, we 
ehabliſh the law : as alſo, * that the grace of God, 
i. e. the doctrine of the goſpel which bringeth ſal- 
wtion in the gracious offers of it, teacheth us, that 
denying all ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, we ſhould live 
ſiberly, and righteoufly, and godly in this preſent world ; 
koking for that bleſſed hope and the glorious ap- 
nay, # of the great God and our Saviour Fe- 
fis Chriſt, But our author, if he pleaſes, can 
afily diſtinguiſh between theſe doctrines as taught 
by the Antinomians, and as taught by the ſacred 
uriters; and the before- mentioned doctrines as they 
are taught in the holy ſcriptures, are ſo far from 
having this, that they have a quite contrary tenden- 
ey; and are deſigned to revive in our minds the moſt 
grateful reſentments of the infinite obligations our 
ecompaſſionate Saviour has laid us under to a life of 
obedience, conformity, and devotedneſs to him. 
And none more effectually weaken and take off the 
ferfwafrve influence of the goſpel, than they that 
will not allow St. Paul's reaſoning to be juſt ; 
TT? are not your own, but are bought with a 
price, therefore glorify God in your bodies and in 
your ſpirit which are God's: And again, || For the 
ne of Chriſt conſtraineth us, becauſe abe thus judge, 
that if one died for all, then were all dead; and 
that he died for all, that they who lived, ſhould not 
benceforth lie unto tbemſelves, but to him that died 
for them, | 


Fit. ii. I2; 13. T1 Ce. vi. 19. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 
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Our author, in what follows *, miſrepreſents the 
doctrines of Chriſt's ſufferings and interceſſion, and 
then gravely tells us, that thus the per/roafive in- 


fluence of the goſpel is weakened and deſtroyed : 


<«« If perſons (fays he) can be prevailed upon to 
believe, that men are rendered acceptable to 
* God, and that ſmners are recommended to the 
e divine mercy, not on account of their being 
cc ſuitable and proper objects of either, but only 
on the account of the right behaviour, the ſuf- 


<« ferings, and interceſſion of Chriſt,.— Thus the 


* conſequence is clear, that to perſons ſo per- 
© ſwaded, there cannot appear any neceſſity for 
e them to become -per/onally valuable in them- 
e ſelves, by a right behaviour, and by repentance 
* and reformation of their evil ways.” If per- 
ſons are perſwaded that they are recommended to 
God by the right bebaviour, ſufferings, and inter- 
ceſſion of Chriſt, excluſive of repentance, faith in 
him, and obedience, or a holy life; and in conſe- 
quence of this their miſtaken opinion, abuſe theſe 
doctrines to licentiouſneſs ; ** + and yet hope and 
te truſt and rely upon Chriſt for ſalvation to the 
e laſt,” pray who can help it? If theſe doc- 
trines, as taught in the holy ſcriptures, have no ſuch 
natural tendency, but quite the contrary, mult not | 
they who thus pervert and abuſe them be anſwerable 
for it ? And what pity 1s it, that theſe important 
and comfortable doctrines of chriſtianity ſhould be 
wounded through their tides ? 

What our author ſays, { I allow to be very 
juſt, via. Whoever point out to men another 
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« way to God's favour and eternal lite; than Chriſt 
e has pointed out, ſuch a one preaches another 
gabel; he is a deceiver in points of the greateſt 
te importance; (whether he intends it or not) he 
te is an antichriſt, and a betrayer of mens ſouls.” 
I would charitably hope our author means, than 
repenfance towards God, and faith in our Lord 
Feſus Chriſt. Whoever teaches that our acceptance 
with God and eternal falvation fo entirely depend on 
the death and interceſſion of Chriſt; as wholly to 
to exclude per/onal holineſs or fincere obedience to all 
the laws of God, however revealed ; and that let 
men live as they liſt, they are entitled to the 
favour of God and eternal life, if they firmly be- 
leve that Jeſus Chrij# died for their fins, and 
that he ever liveth to make interceſſion. for them, 
juſtly deſerve (were I inclined with our author to 
call names) to be ſtigmatized with the odious and 
opprobrious appellations he has given them. And, 
no queſtion, all that teach that mens acceptance 
and eternal ſalvation ſo entirely depend on their 
ferſonal qualifications, as wholly to exclude the 
ſuferings and mediation of our Lord eſis Chrift ; 
becauſe J cannot but think ſuch point out to men 
anther way to God's favour and eternal life, than 
Urift has pointed out, and fo preach another goſpel, 
or rather natural religion in the room of Chri/t”s true 
goſpel and whether our author has not done this 
(whether he intended it or not) and conſequent- 
ly deſeryes the forementioned appellations, muſt be 
kft to the judgment of his impartial readers. 

He is ſenſible, it ſeems, * that the foreſaid 
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doctrines © are ſaid to be contained in the 10777 
“ ings of the apoſtles, and more eſpecially that 
« doctrine of the meritorious ſufferings of Chriſt, 
being the ground of God's ſhewing mercy to 
* ſinners ; but this is not to be admitted.” Pray 
why ſo? The apoſtles, it ſeems, had a great 
© regard to their countrymen, the Fews, which 
« diſpoſed them to ſtudy, and make uſe of all 
© the ways they could to bring them over to 
« Chriſtianity : (that is, to their private opinions) 
“ and as the Fews paid a great regard to Mo. 
&« ſes's law, ſo the apoſtles endeavoured to afſi- 
* milate the goſpel to it, that thereby it might 
6 be rendered more acceptable to theſe Ferwws,--- 
« * And as the expreſſions in the writings of the 
* apoſtles, which relate to the preſent queſtion, 
* were many of them taken from ſuch figure- 
< tive actions, as took place among the Few; 
«« ſo thoſe expreſſions are plainly figures of ſpeech, 
** and ought thus to be underſtood,” Now that 
we are not to underſtand the wri7zngs of the of6- 
ſtles in this ſenſe, when they are profeſſedly treat: 
ing on this ſubject, but according to the literal 
and obvious meaning of their fgurative expreſſion, 
I think is undeniably evident, from their expre/ 
declarations in their epiſtles, and particularly in the 
epiſtle to the Hebrews, that the legal ſacrifices and 
prieſthozd, were only figures, types, and ſhagous 9 
Chriſt's more excellent ſacrifice and prieſthood : and 
that this great ſacrifice was required, and that Cri 
undertook to offer himſelf for us, on account of tit 


imperfection of the legal facrifices, and becauſe tht 
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were not available for the expiation of fin ; becauſe 
they could not make the comers thereunto perfect; could 
nt make him that did the ſervice perfect, as per- 
taining to the conſcienct *; could not take a : 
wherefore when he cometh into the wworld, he ſaith, 
Sacrifice and offerings thou wouldeſt not, but a body 
baſt thou prepared me; in burnt-offerings and ſacri- 
fices for fin thou badſt no pleaſure ; then ſaid I, Lo 
I come (in the Volume of the book it is written of 
nt) to do thy coill, O God! + that is, to put a- 
may fin by 1 of himſelf. To ſuppoſe 
that the apoſtle here ſpeaks of Chriſt's ſacrifice 
and prieſthood, in this whole epiſtle figuratively, 
only to accommodate himſelf to the Hebrews, is 
to ſuppoſe, what is not to be admitted, that he 
wilfully deceived them, on purpoſe to engage them 
to adhere to their chriſtian profeſſion, If Chr:/t 
had not been a real prieſt, and his death a pro- 
fer ſacrifice, would he have ſo expreſly aſſerted it, 
and proved it in the whole of his epiſtle ; and that 
Chriſt was a far more excellent prieſt than the 
gb prieſts under the law, and that he offered 
a much more perfect and excellent ſacrifice than 
they? And that their high prieſts and jacrifices 
were only types and ſhadows of the great high 


prieſt of our profeſſion ? Which is enough, one 


would think, to put the matter paſt all diſpute, 
Would it not have been much more agrecable 
to his character to have dealt plainty with them, 
and told them in ſo many words, © that though 
* Chriſt was not properly a prieſt, nor his death 
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ly proves, that he was the great bigh prieſt of tur 


E the objects of God's diſpleaſure than they were 
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& a ſacrifice; yet that God having given them 
& expreſs declarations of his merciful intentions to- 
* wards them, through his Son Chriſt Teſs ; 


* and that he would, for his fake, accept of 


* their repentance, and receive them into favour, 
de they might be as ſure of this, as if Chriſt had 
te been really their great bigh prieſt, and had 


died a proper expratory ſacrifice for their fins! 
But inſtead of this, he roundly aſſerts, and plain- 


profeſſion ; and that he did offer himſelf a ſacrifice 
for fin; and if this was not really the cate, he 
muſt have {fully deceived them. 

Our author, in his reaſoning from Heb. x. 4. 
and Heb. ix. 14. * miſtakes or perverts the ſenſe 


of theſe texts; the blood of bulls and goats could mt | 


render @ ſinner leſs a ſinner ; and who ſays that it 
could? It could not (if I may be allawed the ex- 

eſſion) annihilate his fins, no more could the pre- 
cious blood of Cbriſt; tho' this might, and did, 
with reference to penitent and believing ſinners, re- 
move their guilt, and free them from deſerved pu- 
niſhmenyg which is the meaning of the expreſſion 
of taking away fin ; and, in this ſenſe, render them 


before. their repentance and faith, But let us hear 
how our author reaſons from Heb, ix. 14. + He 
much more ſhall the blood of Chriſt, who, through tit 
eternal Spirit, offered himſelf to God, purge thi 
conſciences from dead works, to ſerve the living Gol? 
Here (ſays he) we ſee the apoſtle conſiders the 
* blood of Chriſt as reforming the minds and Iv 
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« of men, by purging their conſciences from dead 
« works to ſerve the living God; whereas this is 
« impoſſible, when taken in a literal ſenſe, and 
therefore St. Paul muſt be underſtood in a moral 
« or figurative ſenſe, as -the ſhedding the blood of 
« Chriſt affords a proper argument to work up- 
« on ͤ men “ to repent, and amend their ways, 
« and ſo to purge their conſciences from dead 
« works, to ſerve the living God. This is what a 
! man of the apoſtle's attention and diſcernment 
e « could not but know ; and therefore, when he 
* * aſcribes purging the conſcience from dead works 
to the blood of Chriſt, it muſt be a figure of 
* ſpeech, and, in common juſtice, it ought fo to 
be underſtood, if we will allow St. Paul to be a 
man of ſenſe.” I allow, that the phraſe of purg- 
ing the conference from dead works by the bload of 
Chriſt is a figurative ſpeech ; but the apoſtle's mean- 
ng is obvious; and I deny, that our author has gi- 
ven us the true ſenſe of this figurative expreſſion. 
And whoever confiders the ſcope and defign of 
the apoſtle in this whole epiſtle, and particularly in 
this place, and the antitheſis between ſanctiſying to 
the purifying of the fleſh, mentioned in the preced- 
ing verſe, and purging the conſcience from dead 
works, in this, muſt be forced to acknowledge; 
that by purging the conference from dead works, or 
thoſe works which deſerve death, the apoſtle means 
the removal of the guilt of thoſe fins which terri- 
ned it; and his thus putting or taking them away 
the ſacrifice of bimfelf. ** By dead works, the apoſtle 
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1 This doctrine rightly explained, it ſeems, does not take away 
me perſawaſive influence of the goſpel. X 
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et here evidently underſtands ſins, Heb. vi. 1: The 
«© blood of Chriſt is ſaid to purge and purify fron 
* theſe, as it makes atonement for, or obtains the 
* forgiveneſs of them, with reference to the /incer: 
ie penitent; the conſequence of which is, that the 


e conference is hereby freed from the diſtreſſing ſenſe 


of guilt; and a perſon acquires a freedom of 
mind in the ſervice of God. The conſcience is here 
* mentioned, to ſhew the great difference in the 
c effects of the blood of Chriſt, and of the legal 
<«-purifications ; that whereas the latter only puri- 
<« fied the fleſh, the former purified the iind and 
* conſcience .. And a perſon of our author's - 
tention and diſcernment, could not fail, I think, if 
he would lay aſide his prejudices, of being convin- 

ced that this is the true ſenſe and meaning of this | 
place. And I think, to uſe our author's words, 
«+ TI may fay, that if there be ſuch a thing as 
<© perſiſting obſtinately in error, it muſt be ſo in the 
<< preſent caſe ; becauſe I think there is not any 
* thing which has the face of an argument in 
Our author + ſtates the doctrine of Chri/?'s /- 
tigfaction wrong, and then argues againſt his on, 
or others miſtakes and miſrepreſentations of it. © | 
* obſerve (ſays he) that the ſufferings of the in- 
* nocent could not poſſibly be a ſatisfaction to ju- 
« ſtice for the faults of the guilty ; becauſe, as far 
eas juſtice comes into the caſe, it requires that 
< the ſubject in which the fault is, in that ſame ſub- 
c ject the puniſhment ſhould be alſo; fo that if 


God had puniſhed the innocent for the fault of 


Vid. Pierce in lic. + Page 157. 7 Page 152, 153- 
| | | ce the 


1211 
* the guilty, and had let the guilty go free, this 
« would have been ſo far from ſetting the matter 
right, that it would have been quite the re- 
$ verſe.” | 

But pray who ever ſaid, that underſtands this 
ſubject, that Chr:/?'s dying in our room and ſtead, 
the juſt for the unjuſt, the innocent for the faults of 
the gurlty, was all that God in ſtrict juſtice could 
have required? Nothing, ſtri&ly ſpeaking, can ſa- 
tig the offended ju/tice of God, but the death and 
puniſhment of the offender ; and yet our Lord [Feſus 
Chriſt, by his vicarious ſufferings and death, may, 
with fome latitude of expreſſion, be ſaid to have 
ſatisfied the re of God, becauſe he freely and 
voluntarily ſuſtained thoſe grievous ſufferings, which 
the all-wiſe and righteous governor of the world 
thought fit to permit him to be exerciſed with, in 
order to make way tor the exerciſe of his pardoning 
mercy to all penitent and believing ſinners. God 
might have ju/tly inflicted the penal ſanction of the 
kw on all that had violated it; and, in this caſe, 
all mankind muſt have periſhed for ever. Our 
caſe would have been as hopeleſs and deſperate as 
that of the rebel angels; but a gracious God, for 
reaſons beſt known to his infinite and unerring wiſ- 
dom, was pleaſed ſo far to recede from the rigorous 
demands of law and juſtice, as to accept of the vo- 
luntary ſubſtitution and death of his righteous and 


g mocent Son, in the room of the guilty, and thoſe 
that had perſonally offended him, this being all that 
God, in the w1/dom of his government, thought pro- 
per for the exerciſe of his pardoning mercy to the 
penitent ; and his accepting of the ſufferings and 


death of his innocent Son for this purpoſe, our 
| Lord 


#:" 


Lord Jeſas Chriſt may be faid, in this ſenſe, to have 


ſatisfied his governing juſtice. 


Add to this, that juſtice in God is not to be con- 
ſidered as a defire of revenge againſt thoſe that have 
offended him; for if ſo, nothing but their pern i 
puniſhment can ſatisfy it; but his wie and rightecus 
will to maintain the honour of his laws, and vin- 


dicate the rights of his injured government, and to 


keep up a becoming awe and reverence of his /ove- 
reign authority in the minds of his rational crea- 
tures; and if in extending mercy to the penitent, | 
through the death and mediation of his Son Chr:/? 
Feſus, theſe great and valuable ends are obtained, his 
juſtice is then ſatisſied, or he has all the ſatisfactiun 
he deſires. 

But to puniſh the innocent for the faults of 
* the guilty, and to let the guilty go free, our author 
“tells us, is contrary to juſtice and equity *.” To 
puniſh the innocent, that the guilty may go free, 
on mere arbitrary will and pleaſure, would, no 
queſtion, be repugnant to reafon, and contrary to 
all the rules of zu/tice and equity: But does it fol- 
low, that if our Lord 7eſus Chrift did freely and 
wluntarily undertake to ſuffer and die for us, that 
true penitents might be delivered from the penal 
ſanction and curſe of a violated law ; and that if 
God the Father accepted of this jubſtitution, for 
wiſe ends of government, worthy of himſelf, that 
this would be an wnreaſonable and unrighteous pro- 
cedure? No; in this caſe it was highly ii? and rea- 


fenable, and juſt, that the Son of God, who had 


ſo freely undertaken to ſuffer for us, ſhould ſu- 
ſtain all the ſufferings he had woluntarily under- 


Page 152. 
taken 
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jaken for our fakes. This being the only method 
in which God, in his infinite 20i/aom, thought 
ft to accept of repenting ſinners, and - having 
given them expreſs declarations of his oil to this 
purpoſe, it was, highly reaſonable and juſt that they 
ſhould be abſolved from their guilt, or that God 
ſhould remove his righteous diſpleaſure from ſuch 
guilty perſons thus qualified, on the account of the 
lufferings and death of his innocent Son. The free 
conſent of the Son to ſuffer and die for us, and the 
Father's accepting of this exchange, quite alters the 
caſe, and makes this to be very reaſonable and juſt, 
which would not otherwiſe have been ſo ; and this 
is no more unreaſonable and unjuſt, than that God 
ſhould pardon a penitent ſinner on what terms he 
pleaſes. This was no injuſtice to his Son, who 
freely conſented to ſhed his blood for the remiſſion of 
fins, and who, for the ſufferings of death, was 
crowned 1with glory and honour. And it was no in- 
juſtice to penitent ſinners thus to accept of their 
repentance,unleſs we ſuppoſe that an injury is done to 
the guilty, by exempting them from puniſhment. He 
then who had an unqueſtionable right to pumiſb the 
guity, may alſo pardon them on theſe terms; tho 
therefore 70 puniſh the innocent, and to let the guilty 
go free, is in general, and conſidered in this ſingle 
point of view, unjuſt ; yet it was no act of injuſtice 
mn God, to permit the Son of his love freely and 
Whtarily to ſuffer and die for us; and for the ſake 
of his ſufferings and death (which is not to be con- 
lidered as a puniſbment, but as an act of voluntary 
wWedience and ſubmiſſion to the will of his heaven- 
ly Father) to accept of our ſincere repentance for 
the remiſſion of ſins, and to crown it with the glo- 
10us rewards of everlaſting life, 


Our 


they would have been ſtanding monuments of 


mans, and that too, not for his having done eri 


nontaliaà via aut alio modo cos ſalvare ue rit. Puffſendorf, jus feciale 


e 

Our author ſays, ** * it is pretended that God 
* could not, conſiſtent with the ends of govern- 
* ment, pardon finners, without ſhewing his dif. 
© like of fin; and that God's diflike of fin, was 
* ſhewed by the ſufferings and death of Chr;j; 
* and conſequently his ſufferings were the ground 
* or reaſon of God's ſhewing mercy to finners; 
upon which I obſerve, that if God had ſingled 
e out ſome one or more of the vilhꝭſt of our ſpe- 
* cies, and had laid ſome heavy afffictions upon 
* them, and had done it in ſuch a way, as that it 
appeared 1. to all that it was bs hand, and 
“e that it was laid upon them as a puniſhment for 
* their ſins, then there would have been ſome 
«« pretence for this argument; becauſe then it would 
* have appeared that they were puniſhed by God 
* on the account of their ſins, and conſequently, 


* God's diflike of ſm: but when the moſt inno- 
* cent and virtuous of all our ſpecies was ſingled out 
* to bear the moſt heavy afflictions, and when 
e theſe afflictions were laid upon him, not by the 
<* hand of God, but by the wicked Jews and I. 


but good, which is the preſent caſe ; this, ſure- 
* Iy, could not poſſibly ſtew God's diflike of fin.” 

I think it does not become any to ſay poſitively, 
that God's hatred and diflike of fin was the /i 
ground or reaſon of Chriſt's ſufferings, or that God 
could not, conſiſtently with the ends of governmeit, 
have pardoned penitent finners, without hus ſhew- 
ing his hatred and diſpleaſure againſt their ſins. Gol 

* Pape 153, 


Non opus eſt, ut inquiramus, annon Deus aliud reme- 
dium ſervandis hominibus lapſis inveſtigare patrerit; ſed ſufficit, qu 


divinum. þ. 170, 171. can 
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can do many things, conſiſtently with the ends of 
his wiſe and righteous government, that we can 
have no notion of; and there may be, for ought 
we know, a great many other reaſons of Chrz/t's 
ſufferings, that perhaps the higheſt created intellect 
will never be able to diſcover ; as the heavens are 
high” above the earth, ſo are his thoughts above our 
thoughts, and his ways above our ways ; his judg- 
ments are unſearchable, and his ways paſt finding 
aut, in a great many inſtances, by the moſt excel- 
lent of his creatures, And to ſay that God has not, 
and could not have poſſibly ſhezon his hatred and diſ- 
like of fm, in this glorious diſplay of 'mercy to pe- 
nitent ſinners, is not over modeſt, and is a ground- 
leſs aſſertion; for this God has ſufficiently done, in 
the ſufferings and death of his innocent Son in their 
ſtead ; becauſe theſe were declared to be on the ac- 
count of their fins, and were therefore a ſignal 
prof and demonſtration of his juſt hatred and dij= 
pleaſure againſt them. And how could this appear 

to greater advantage, than in the grievous ſufferin 
and death, the compaſſionate Son of God ſuſtained for 
our fakes, when he ſtood in the place of ſinners, 
and undertook to execute the. office of a mediator 
tor us ? While God was pleaſed, on the account of 
Coriſt's ſufferings, voluntarily ſuſtained for our ſakes, 
to abſolve penitent and believing ſinners from the 
pull of their fins, he ſhewed at the ſame time, that 
e was drfpleaſed avith fin and ſinners on the account 
ot their ns, to much greater advantage, than if he 
had pardoned them merely on their repentance. Nay, 
n the death of his Son, this was more clearly and 
fully demonſtrated than it could have been by the 
death and deſtrution of the ſinner himſelf; or than 
if 


I think, a much wiſer and better method to ſve 
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if God © had fingled out fome of the wvileſ p 2 
ce ſpecies, and inſlicted on him a ſevere and exemplary 
& puniſhment, and made him a ſtanding monument g 
& bis diſlike of fin,” becauſe of the tranſcendent 
excellency and dignity of Chr:/?'s perſon, and his 
nearneſs and dearneſs to his eternal Father : herein 
we have the moſt bright and glorious diſplay of God's 
abſolute purity, and of his hatred and diſlike of 
fin that is poſſible for us to conceive. 

And God has alſo in this wonderful diſpenſation 
of mercy to the penitent, clearly demonſtrated 
how well plegſed he was with the ſafferings of 
his i mocent Son, by the glory, honour, and hap- 
pineſs; by the dignity, authority, and power he 
conferred on him, in conſequence of his ſuffer- 
ings, and as the glorious reward of them. It was 
the will of the Father, that his Son ſhould Jufer, 
and to permit his mercileſs and cruel enemies to 
put him to a moſt ſhameful, curſed, ignomi- 
mous, and exquiſitely painful death ; and after the 
{criptures had fo frequently and fully declared, that 
the dreadful ſcene of ſufferings he ſuſtained, were 
for our fins, and for our ſakes, God the Father 
hereby as much ſhewed his dit, of ſin, as it 
he had immediately fallen by the hand of heaven, 
without the interpoſition of thoſe wicked inſtru- 
ments the Jews and Romans. God has taken, 


finners, and to vindicate the wiſdom of his go- 
vernment, and the honour of his laws, and to 
ſhew his diſlike of ſin, than if he had taken the 
method our ingenious author here dictates. And 
© no one indeed (to uſe the words of an excellent 
* author) but an arrant Vannus in conceit and pre- 


“ ſumption, could bear the very thought, 'h 
ce the 
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« the blind, obnoxious ſinner himſelf muſt be ab- 
e ſolute judge, and ought to determine preciſely 
« what method of atonement, what terms of 
e reconciliation, what means of grace, and what 
« degree and conditions of future happineſs, it is 
« fit and proper for the Lord and Fudge of all 
men to decree ; ſo that any doctrines upon this 
« head, which do not exactly agree with his ſchemes 
« of ſalvation, muſt be deemed of no divine autho- 
« rity, though. all the external evidence in the 
« world appeared in ſupport of them.“ * 

I ſhall cloſe this head in the words of a late 
very learned and judicious writer, What (ſays 
« he) can be imagined more honourable and wor- 
« thy of the ſupreme Lord and Governor of all 
things, than to ſhew forth his mercy and good- 
<« neſs, in forgiving the fins of frail and fallible 
creatures, and ſuffering himſelf to be reconciled 
to them upon their true repentance ; and yet at 
the ſame time to cauſe ſuch an expiation to be 
* made for fin, by the ſufferings and death of his 
* own ſon in their nature, as might be an abun- 
* dant evidence of his irreconcileable hatred againſt 
* fin, a juſt vindication of the authority and dig- 
* nity of his laws, and a ſufficient and effectual 
warning to deter men from fin, to create in 
them the greateſt dread and deteſtation of it, and 
for ever to terrify them from venturing upon 
* wilful tranſgreſſion and obedience ? Tis true, no 
man can pretend certainly to ſay, but God by 
his abſolute ſovereignty and authority might not, 
if he had fo pleafed, have pardoned fin upon 
' repentance, without any ſacrifice or expiation at 


all; but this method of doing it by the death 
dee Chapman's Euſebins, page 39. | 
* God 


as it affects real chriſtianity ; whether J have fair- 
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« of Cprift, is more wile and fit, and evidently 
* more proper and effectual to diſcountenance and 
prevent preſumption; to diſcourage men from re- 
c“ peating their tran{gretizons, o give them a deep 
ic ſenſe of the heinous ture of iin, and to con- 
* vince them of the cxcellency and importance of 
te the laws of God, and the indiſpenſible neceſſity 
* of paying obedience to them; for as much as it 
tc ſthews us, that at the ſame time that God was 
willing to ſave the ſinner, yet, leaſt encourage- 
* ment ſhould be given to lin, by letting it go 
*© unpuniſhed, he did not think fit to forgive the 
* tranſgreitions of men, without great ſufferings 
« jn our nature, and to do away the guilt of our 
tc fins, but upon ſuch difficult terms, as the death 
of his own Son. So that in this diſpenſation, 
« juſtice and mercy and truth are met together, 
© righteouſneſs and peace have kifſed each «ther. 
& And by how much the greater the dignity of 
e the perſon was, who gave himſelf thus a ſacri- 
te fice for the fins of men, of ſo much the grea- 
< ter weight and force 1s this argument to deter 
t men for the future from ſin, and to convince 
e them of the neceſſity of obedience.” * 


— — 


CONCLUSION. 


N D thus I have examined our author's 


tract of the true goſpel of Jeſus Chrijt as far 


ly propoſed his arguments, and impartially conſi- 
dered them, muſt be left to the judgment of the 


* Dr. Clar#s Evidencæs of natural and revealed religion, page 200. 
impart 
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impartial reader. I may poſſibly have mi/taken his 
meaning in ſome parts of his tract, which are very 
obſcure and intricate; but I will venture to ſay, 
that I have not wilfully m:/repreſented it, or not 
allowed to his arguments all the weight they will 
bear; And that I have purſued this work with 
the utmoſt fairneſs and freedom, and with a 
« ſtrict regard to truth wherever it might lead me, 
* or whomſoever I might oppoſe by it; and with 
« that ſerious regard to a future judgment and 
« retribution, he recommends to his examiners *. 
And that I have anſwered what he has offered, I 
will not fay againſt chri/tianify, but in defence of 
the true goſpel of Feſus Chriſt, as he ſtiles his late 
performance, (how juſtly muſt be left to the judg- 
ment of his readers) in the ſþirit of the goſpel, 
which, as he juſtly obſerves, is a ſpirit of meeneſs, 
forbearance, and love T. And that I have in the 
whole of this controverſy been mindful of the great 
apoſtle's excellent advice to Timothy, when he tells 
him, That the ſervant of the Lord muſt not ſtrive, 
but be gentle unto all men, apt to teach, patient, in 
meerneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe themſelves, FA 
God peradventure will give them repentance, to t 
acknowledging of the truth ; and that they may recover 
themſelves out of the ſnare of the devil, who are talen 
captive by him at bis will. * 

I can aſſure our author, I am ſo far from being 
of the unhappy number of thoſe, who know not 
what ſpirit they are off, and from fomenting that 
falſe and unhallowed fire, which our Rleſſed Sa- 
Your extinguiſhed in his diſciples as ſoon as ever it 
wppeared ; or for calling in the aid of the civil 
nogiſtrate, in defence of chriſtianity, and for ſup- 

* Pref. page 6, T Prof pageg, * 2 Tim, ü. 24, 25, 26. 
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preſſing the growth of inſidelity, (which does ng 


more belong to their province than it is in their 

er) that I verily believe, our author has a3 
much right to judge for himſelf in matters of te- 
ligion, and to publiſh his ſentiments, and is as 
much entituled to the protection of civil poroer in ſo 
doing as any of his examiners. I cannot but think, 
that religion is entirely a perſonal thing, and that 
the civil magiſtrate in England has no more to do 
with it as ſuch, than in Scotland, Holland, France, 
Spain, Turkey, or any where elſe ; and that we 
mult either ſet up a public conference in all ſtates 
and kingdoms, or leave every one to judge for him- 
ſelf in religious matters; and that there is u medium: 
and that pure and uncorrupted chriſtianity, can no 
other poſſible way be defended and encouraged, than 
by the ſtrength of the arguments, and the holineſs of 
the lives of thoſe that profeſs it : that perſecution, 
in all the inſtances of it, is not only a manifeſt in- 
vaſion of our natural rights as men and chriſtians, 
and free born ſubjefts, but diametrically oppoſite to 
the temper of Teſus, and the genius of chriſtianih. 
I am aſtoniſhed to think, that any ſhould plead 
for perſecution in any ſhape, and yet have the face 
to call themſelves chriſtiaus, and not bluſh for do- 
ing ſo: perſons of this wretched ſpirit and temper, 
would do well to conſider, that by their narrow and 
deteſtible principles, they juſtify all the perſecution 
that ever has been in the world, not excepting even 
that which was raiſed againſt Chriſt and his bv 
apoſtles ; and that by their blind, furious, and mi- 
taken zeal, they ob/tru#,as much as in them lies, tis 
progreſs of truth; nothing having a greater tenden- 
cy to promote it, than free debate, and impartial en. 


quiry ; as alſo how ſhamefully they have * 
5 rom 


{0 


ih. 
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from the ſpirit of thoſe ancient truly apoſtolic apo- 
logiſts for chriſtianity, I mean Tertullian and Lacs 
tantius. 9 

The former tells us, That every man has a 
* natural right and liberty to worſhip what he 
« thinks fit ; and that no ones religion either hurts 
e or profits another: it cannot therefore be reli- 
gion to force religion, which ought to be volun- 
* tarily embraced, and not through conſtraint and 
« violence *. And the latter, That there is no 
* need of violence and injury, for religion cannot 
* be forced, and the will is to be gained by argu- 
* ments, and not by /tripes and /eaerity : let the ad- 
verſaries of chriſtianity try all their ſtrength, 
And uſe all their artifice and wit, if their reaſons 
* are good, let them be produced, we are ready 
* to hear what they have to offer, if they are will- 
* ing to inſtru us 7. Theſe are noble examples 
of a truly chriſtian ſpirit, worthy of the imitation of 
all ages : and give me leave to obſerve, that while 
we are ſtrangers to the temper of Jeſis, we juſtly 
forfeit that 4worthy name by which we are called. 

If what I have humbly offered to public conſi- 
deration, ſhould not be a means to convince ſome 
honeſt and well-meaning perſons, whoſe minds have 
been corrupted from the Les ty that is in Chriſt +, 
and ſeduced from the truth as in Jeſus , and miſ- 
lead into the dangerous paths of error ; and this is 
not wholly to be deſpaired of ; for I would hope 


® Tertul, ad ſcapulam, cap. 2. Humani juris & naturalis poteſta- 
Us eſt, unicuique quod putaverit colere, nec alii obeſt aut prodeſt, 
alterius religio : ſe nec zeligionis eſt cogere religionem, quæ ſponte 
ulcepi debeat, non vi. 
1 La&antius, I. v. cap. 19, Non eſt opus vi & ivjuria, quia religio. 
©0g1 non poteſt ; verbis potius, quam verberibus, res agenda eft, ut 
t voluntas ; diſtingant aciem ingeniorum ſuorum, ſi ratio eorum ves 
n eſt, afferatur ; parati ſumus audire fi doceunt. 
1 2 Cor. xi. 3. || Eph. iv. 21. 
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| ſtrong conſolation and unſpeakable ſatisfaction and 
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that even among ſuch, there are ſome ſincere her 
of truth, who lie open to conviction, and are will. 
ing to receive all the light and information 
can, with reference to their duty from whatever 
= it comes ; yet it may be a means (by the 

vine bleſſing) to prevent the ſpreading of the con- 
tagion and infection of iꝝſidelity amongſt us, and to 
confirm and eſtabliſh the doubtful and wavering a- 
mong chriſtians, into whoſe hands theſe ſheets may 
fall 9. However, I ſhall have the ſatisfaction of do- 
ing my duty, and contributing my mite in this time 
of great degeneracy, in this hour of temptation, in 
which all are loudly called upon by the providence 
of God, to exert their moſt vigorous endeavours in 
defence of that excellent religion Chri/t has taught 
them; and of re-examining thoſe important and 
comfortable truths, which are the baſis and foun- 
dation of our hope of pardon, and acceptance with 
God, and of a glorious immortality in the world to 
come, and which (to a duly diſpoſed mind) afford 


pleaſure, * 

I beg leave to remind my readers, how infinitely 
it concerns them to conſider ſeriouſly, what that 
true goſpel is, which I have endeavoured to render | 
defenſible upon rational principles, and to live agree- 


t Za#antivs, Lib. i. Cap. 1. Rerum non eſt deſperandum, for- 
taſle non canimus ſurdis, nec enim tam in malo ſtatu res eſt, ut de. 
fint ſanæ mentes, quibus & veritas placeat, & monſtratum fi 
reftum iter, & videant, & ſequantur. > ol 

$ Id. Ibid. Nam fi lucrari 3% (viz. infideles de quibus hic loc 
ſermo fit) a morte ad quam concitatiſſimè tendunt, non potuerims, 
fi ab illo itinere devio, ad vitam lucemque revocare, quoniam ipl 
ſalutæ ſuz repugnant : noſtras tamen confirmabimus, quorum non 
ſtabilis, ac ſolidis radicibus fundata, & fixa ſententia 

Id. Ibid. Præterea etiam fi nulli. alii, zobis certi erit : dele- 
ctabit ſe conſcientia, gaudebitque mens, in veritatis fe luce V 
fari : quod eit animæ pabulum, in credibili quadam jucunditate pet 
fuſum. 

ably 
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ably to it: this is a matter of the laſt importance 
to us, for if the glorious goſpel of the bleſſed God con- 
tains the only method of our acceptance, and the 
only grounds on which we may warrantably hope 
for mercy, and a happy immortality in the neareſt 
and fulleſt enjoyment of himſelf, the fountain of 
felicity : an enquiry of this nature juſtly challenges 
our utmoſt attention and regard, becauſe herein our 
everlaſting intereſts are moſt nearly concerned. If 
chriſtianity is really a revclation from God, (as un- 
doubtedly it 1s, and its greateſt enemies have never 
yet been able to prove the contrary) and we have all 
the evidence both internal and external of its being 
ſo, that the nature of the thing will admit, and 
ſuch as is abundantly ſufficient to found a rational 
beef, we are indiſpenſibly obliged to receive and 
embrace it as ſuch; for whatever is immediately 
* revealed from God, muſt, as well as any thing 
c elſe, be treated as being what it is: which 
* cannot be, if it is not treated with the higheſt 
regard, believed and obeyed +. And to deny 
things to be as they are, is a tranſgreſſion of the 
„ great /aw of our nature, the law of reaſon, for 
truth cannot be oppoſed, but reaſon muſt be vio- 
lated *. I fay, we are indiſpenſibly obliged to 
receive it as ſuch, and to regulate our faith and 
practice by it; it being one of the plaineſt dictates 
of our reaſon, that God, who is truth itſelf, and 
and cannot poſſibly deceive us, is to be believed ; 
and that we-are to comport with every intimation 
of his will, however revealed, which is the ſupreme 
law to his intelligent and reaſonable creatures. And 
give me leave to obſerve, that obedience to his, is 


1 Fid. The religion of nature delineated, p. 211. 
- Religion of nature, Cc. p. 15. 


the 
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the greateſt perfection and happineſs of a reaſona. 
- ble mind. | 


Since then the religion of Chrift comes recom- 
mended to us, under the Character of a divine re. 


velation, we ought certainly to lay aſide our prepof. 


ſeſſions and prejudices, and to examine it with that 
impartiality, ſeriouſneſs, diligence and care, which 


is due to a matter of ſuch infinite importance; and 


to ſubmit to the force and evidence of truth, on 


- which ſide ſocver of the queſtion we find it. If chri- 


ſtianity is all cheat and impoſture, (as its moſt ſub- 
til adverſaries have never yet proved) let us reject it; 


but if we have all the evidence of the divinity of 


the chriſtian inſtitution that can be defired in a reve- 
lation from God, let us ſtedfaſtly adhere to our 


chriſtian profeſſion, in deſpite of all oppoſition, Let 


us continue in the faith, grounded and ſettled, and nit 


be moved away from the - hope of the goſpel * : let us 


held the profeſſion of our faith without wavering ; and 
take heed that wwe be not children toffed to and fro, 
and carried about 4gith every wind of dbctrine, by the | 


Slight of men, and cunning craftineſs, whereby they 
lie in wait to deceive +, and let us not be aſhamed 


of the goſpel of Chriſt, fince it is the power of God unt 


ſalvation, to every one that beheveth |. But let us 


remember, that ae are made partakers of Chriſt, d 
the ineſtimable bleſſings and benefits of his media- 
tion, if ace hold the beginning of our confidence, ſtedfat 
unto the end f. And that if our goſpel be hid, it 5 
hid to them that are laſt; in whom the God of this 
world hath blinded the minds of them that believe not, 
leaſt the light of the glorious goſpel of Feſus Crib, 
iel is the image God, ſhould ſhine unto them F. That 


i. . 14. | Ret. . t Heb. ili. 14. 
2 Cor. iv. 3, 4. | 28 
| chriſtians 
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chfiſtians run no riſk by their adherence to chriſtia- 
nity, as to their higheſt and trueſt, I mean their ever- 
laſting intereſts, even on ſuppoſition that their faith 
had no other foundation but their miſtaken appre- 
henſions to ſupport it. Whereas,on the other hand, 
if 'tis really a divine revelation, and we have ſuch 
ſtrong proof and evidence of its being ſo, that we 
muſt wholly lay aſide our reaſon to diſbelieve it, 
how wretched and deplorable muſt the condition of 
thoſe. be, who «/fully and ob/tinately reject it? 
Moſes (faith the Apoſtle Peter, in his excellent Ser- 
mon to the unbelieving Jets) truly jaith unto the 
fathers, a prophet ſhall the Lord your God raiſe up 
unto you of your- brethren like unto ME, and HIM ſhall 
je hear in ALL things «vhatſoever he ſhall ſay unto 
yu : it follows, and it ſhall come to paſs, that every 
foul that auill not hear that prophet, ſhall be deſtroy- 
ed from the people . See that ye refuſe not bim 
that fpeaketh, for if they eſcaped not, obo refuſed him 
that pale on earth, much more ſhall not wwe eſcape if 
we turn away from him that ſpeaketh from heaven . 
How ſhall we eſcape, if we neglect jo great ſalvation ; 
which at the firſt began to be ſpoken by the Lord, and 
was confirmed unto us by them that heard him; God 
alſo bearing them witneſs, both with ſigns and wonders, 
and with divers miracles, and gifts of the Holy Ghoſt 
according to his owon will? 
Chriſtians are on the ſafeſt fide of the queſtion, 
and have greater hopes and nothing to fear, as to an- 
other life, if they ſhould be miſtaken, as they are 
ure they are not; © and is it not plainly moſt rea- 
* ſonable, (as an antient writer expreſſes it) if each 
© of the oppoſite opinions were doubtful and uncer- 
lain, yet by all means to embrace and entertain that 
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which brings ſome hope with it, rather than that 


which brings zoze # For on one fide of the que. * 


ſtion there is no danger at all of incurring any 


calamity, if that which we believe and expect 
ſhould at laſt prove falſe ; but, on the other hand, 


there is the greateſt hazard in the world, the loſ 


of eternal lite, if the opinion which. unbelievers 
rely upon, ſhould at laſt prove an error“. And 
again, What ſay ye, O ye ignorant men, ye men 
of miſerable 2nd moſt deplorable condition ? Can 
ye forbear fearing within yourſelves, that at leaſt 
thoſe things may p2/ibly. prove true, which ye now 
deſpiſe, and mock at? Have ye not at leaſt ſome 
miſgivings of mind, leaſt poſſibly that which 
you now perver/ely and obſtinately refuſe to believe, 
ye ſhould at laſt be convinced of by ſad expe- 
rience, when it will be too late to repent +?” And 


2 fine writer ſpeaking of Atheiſts and Infidels, fays, 


There is ſomething ſo ridiculous and perverſe in 
this kind of zealots, that one does not know how - 
to ſet them out in their proper colours. They 
are a ſort of gameſters, who are eternally upon the 
fret, though they play for nothing, They are 
perpetually teazing their friends to come over to 
them, though at the ſame time they allow, that 
neither of them ſhall get any thing by the bar- 
gain.” || , 
And let us remember, that the ſtarting a few dit- 


ficulties, is not 2 rational, and therefore is not a ſiſſ- 
crent ground for rejecting the chriſtian revelation, 
when there are to unprejudiced minds ſuch clear 
and convincing progs, ſucli glaring evidence of the 
truth and divine original of it. 
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